
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



THE 

UNIVERSAL 

RESTORATION OF ALL MEN. 
PROVED, 



BT 



k 



SCRIPTURE, REASON, 



AND 



COMMON SENSE. 



BT JOSEPH YOUNG, K.D« 



The times •£ restitution of all thinj^, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began. Acts iii. 22« 



J^EW-YORK, 

PUBLZSU£D fiT S. CAMPBELL* 
1804. 



^ 



■J 



District of J\rew-York,ss, 

Be it RKMEMBERED,That on the seventeenth 
day of September, in the twenty-ninth year of 
the Independence of the United States of Ame- 
rica, Samuel Campbell, of the said district, 
hath deposited in tliis'Oflice the tide of a Book, 
the right whereof he claims as Proprietor, in the 
words and figures following^ to wit: " The uni- 

VERASL restoration OF ALL MEN. PfOVed, 

by scripture, reason, and common sense. By 
Joseph Young, M.D. The times of restitution 
of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began. Acts iii. 21." 

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of 
the United Slates, entitled "An Act for the en- 
couragement of learning by securing the copies 
of Maps, Charts, and Books to the authors and 
proprietors of such copies during the times there- . 
in mentioned." 

Edward Dunscomb, 
Clerk of the District of New-York. 



A. FORMAN, printer, 
91, nEKKMAN-STREET. 



AN ATTEMPT TO IKVESTIGATE AKD DISCLOSE 
THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THEOLOGY, I'PON 
WHICH ALL TRUE RELIGION IS FOUNUED. 



Say first of God above, or man below, 

What can we reason but From what we know ! 



The first principles of Theology consist in 
believing that there is one eternal, immutable* 
omnipresent God, the creator, preserver, and 
governor of the Universe, who is an uncreated, 
self-existent, independent spirit; whose glo- 
rious attributes are infinite goodness, wisdom, 
power, holiness, justice, mercy, and truth. 

As all these attributes are infinite, they can- 
not possibly admit any thing in the nature, or 
disposition of the Deity, contrary to them ; on 
which account, they become an infallible stand- 
qrdf to which all controverted opinions in The- 
. ology should be brought and tested. For every 
cipinion that is contrary to any of thcfc glorious 
#aUributeB must be fulse, and should be dls- 
^ carded, as being derogatory to the moral char- 
■■ ^cter of God, and greatly injurious tf man- 




kind. As we depend upon God for our very 
existence, with every comfort and blessing 
which we enjoy, it is of infinite importance to 
us, to know his true character and real disposi- 
tion towards us : for which purpose let us take 
this infallible standard for our guide, and hum- 
bly enquire, for what purpose, and with what 
designation, did the Deity create us ? If he is 
infinitely good, he certainly WM^ecf and designed 
finally to fix us in a permanent state of hafipU 
neaa. If infinitely w/*f, he has certainly laid his 
filan. so as to prevent the possibility of being 
disappointed ovfruatrated* 

And if he is infinitely fiowerfiU^ no union op 
combination of the powers of all created beings 
could possibly prevent th« fulfilment of hia 
most gracious purpose. 

To aflfirm that when God created us he did 
Dot luiah or design to bring us finally into a state 
pf permanent happiness, is positively to deny 
hisinfinite^oorfneM and beni^iity. 

To affirm that he formed a filan which he 
could not execute agreeably to his wiV/, or oii- 
ginul design, is denying his claim to infinite 
Vfiadomm 



To acknowledge the benevolence of the de- 
9ign^ and the tviadom of the fiian, and at the 
same lime to deny that the Deity was poifsesg- 
cd of sufficient fiower to execute it, is an ab- 
surdity too glaring for l)elief or serious refu- 
tation. And yet all those who believe in the 
doctrine of eternal punishment in hell, c:innot| 
at the same time, believe in the infinite guod- 
ness, wisdom and power of God. 

We are told in Genesis, that when God had 
finished the work of creation, thai he pronoun* 
ced all the things which he had made to be very 
good, and in consequence he must have loved 
every thing which he had made, because r. was 
good. And if he is an unchangeable being, the 
same yesterday, to day, and fore\cr, whatever 
he once ioved, he will still continue to love, 
otherwise he would be mutable. If it should be 
said that God loved mankind as long as they con* 
tinned to be good and innocent, and bugLin lo 
hate them when they became sinners, whatf 
then, are we to believe with respect to his om- 
niscience? Were not every action of our future 
lives as if present in his sight ? If so, he muit 
.I hftve loved and hated us infinitely a^ the sume 
;^r^^iiime, or he must have loved us infinitely at 
time, and hated us infinitely at another; 

r all bi& attributes are infinite, and it is impos*- 
a2 




sible that the Deity should be infinitely good and 
kind) and infinitely cruel and implacable. 

We have abundant evidence from scriptures 
reason, and experience, to convince us that God 
has loved us, does love us now, and will con- 
tinue to love us forever. We therefore con- 
clude that he will not sentence any soul which 
he has loved, and continues to love, to hell, to 
suffer eternal torments. We are also informed 
in Genesis, that God made man in his own 
likeness, and man has very courteously return- 
ed the compliment by attributing to the Deity 
the greatest number of our revengeful vindictive 
passions ; and insinuates that he exercises these 
vindictive passions in a degree far exceeding in 
cruelty any thing that has been known amongst 
men. The custom of torturing criminals has 
been discarded in every civilized country ; but 
what are temporary tortures (of even the most 
savage invention) either in severity ov duration^ 
when compared with those which many suppose 
God will inflict upon the souls which he has made. 
This is certainly not the true character of our 
heavenly Father ; but if any sincere enquirer 
should wish to know the real character of the 
Father, and the Son, they will find both per- 
fectly delineated by Christ himself, in the 15th 
chapter of Luke. He first gives his own charac- 
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ter in the parable of the lo&t sheep. Ahhough 
he is represented in the parable to have an hun- 
dred sheep9 he is not willing to lose one which 
had strayed ; but leaving the ninety and nine 
in the wilderness, he determines to search for 
that which was lost, until he find it. He does 
not wait until the poor, silly, stray sheep can 
discover its way back, and return of its own ac* 
cord to the fold, but searches until he finds it ; 
and instead of beating it severely for having 
gone astray, he lays it on his shoulders and re- 
turns home rejoicing, and calls upon his friends 
his to rejoice with him, because he had found 
sheep which was lost. He concludes by tell« 
ing the Scribes and Pharisees (who murmured 
because he received sinners) that there would 
be joy in Heaven over one sinner that repent* 
ed, more than over ninety and nine just per* 
sons which need no repentance. He also gives 
the genuine character of his Father in the para- 
ble of the prodigal son. The youngest son^ 
probably impatient of restraint, and wishing to 
exercise the freedom of his own will, solicited his 
Father to give him his proportion of the goodsy 
which his Father might allot to him ; and not 
many days after, the Father divided his proper- 
ty between his two sons ; the youngest collect- 
ed his share together, and took his journey into 
a far country^ and there wasted his' substance in 
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riotous living, and was reduced to the sordid 
condition of a swine herd, and reduced by fam* 
ine to the most extreme dejjree. In these de- 
plorable circumstances, he resolves to return to 
bis Father, confess his guilt, and implore his 
pardon ; but probably entertaining the same 
opinion of his father's disposition, wliich is but 
too generally harboured at the present day, he 
laboured under the most distressing apprehen- 
sions that he would not receive him as a soni 
but determined to petition to be received as a 
servant ; but how agreeably must he have been 
8Ui*prized, when, instead of meeting anangrjr, 
resentful Father at home, to load him with the 
inost bitter reproaches for his licentious con- 
duct, hrs indulgent parent meets him on the 
way, embraces him in the most affectionate 
manner, orders his servants to bring forth the 
best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on 
his hand, and shoes on his feet r he orders the 
fatted calf to be killed, to make a feast and re- 
joice, because his son that was dead is now alive 
again, ^vas lost, and is found. 

This is the genuine character of the merci- 
ful Father of mankind delineated by Christ him* 
self, and also a description of the means by 
which he reforms his prodigal children, to 
teach them by experience^ that the paths of x^icc 



necessarily lead to the habitations ofmUery^ and 
those oivirtue to permanent hafifiineg; But we 
discover in these benevolent characters nothing 
of that vindictive spirit which has been but too 
generally ascribed to the Deity: whereas it ap- 
pears that all he requires of us is evidently for 
our own good....not for his: for we can do noth- 
ing by which he can be benefited ; for when we 
have done all, we are but unprofitable servants. 
Jx. ^so exhibits, in the character of the eldest 
6on, the disposition of many pious people at this 
day, who cannot brook the idea x)^^twy person 
should be accepted by our hea\eftlf Father, that 
is not as righteous as themselveSk^ Ttey have 
served God by praying in their families everjr 
.ilighl and morning, and have gone to church 
twice or three times every Sunday for manf 
jref.rs, while these vagabonds were haunting ta-> 
Terns and houses of ill fame. And shall they 
now be placed on the same footing with us i 
Shall they who came into the field at the elev- 
enth hour receive as much wages as we, who 
have borne the heat of the day \ 

But pray, Messieurs Notables, be honest, and 
re-examine your motives* Were your boasted 
services performed out of pure love to God, or 
^ were they not evidently to serve yourselves, to 
immend you to God, and make him your 
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'debtor for services performed ? Although we 
cannot merit salvation by the performance of 
these duties, they should not be neglected. But 
there is a way in which we can render services 
pleasing to God, and of essential advantage to 
ourselves and to mankind. 

When God created mankindi it is demon- 
strably evident that he intended to bring every 
individual of the human race into a state of per- 
manent happiness ; as I shall endeavour to prove 
in the course of this work. It is therefore our 
duty, and also our interest, to co-operate with 
the Deity and all good beings, to promote the 
order, peace and happiness of every individual 
or society, of which we may become members, 
as far as God may have enabled us to perforni 
this pleasing and necessary duty.—" Hereby 
perceive we tlie love of God, because he laid 
down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this 
world's good, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? 
And this is his commandment, that we should 
believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another, as he gave us commandment."^ 

• 1 John ill. 16, 17, 23. 
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" A new commandment I give unto you, that ye 
love one another, as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another."* "Look unto me and be 
ye saved all the ends of the earth, for I am God, 
and there is none else. I have sworn by myself, 
the word has gone out of my mouth in righte- 
ousness, and shall not return, that unto me every 
luiee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. In 
the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be juatifiedy 
and shall glory ."t 

By the laws of nature which are founded upon» 
and have their root and sanction in, the immu- 
table attributes of God, there is an eternal, es- 
sential, and immutable difference between right 
and wrang; good and evil; virtue and vice.... 
and as their nature and properties are diamet- 
rically opposite, so are their tendencies. Ftr- 
lue is naturally and necessarily productive of 
order, peace, and happiness ; and vice as natu- 
rally conducts its votaries to diacordy confualonj 
and misery. Now as virtue and happiness are 
evidently preferable to vice and misery, every 
rational being, from the highest in the scale of 
existence to the lowest, are under the most in- 
diBSoluble obligations to promote virtue and hap- 
finess, and to obviate, banish, and annihilate 



• John xiii. 34. \ Isaiah xlv. 33, 33, 25. 
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'Pke: ntiA misery out'of the creation of God, in 
M«h ways, and by such means, as he in his infi- 
nite wisdom may see fit to direct or employ for 
tJkis pvrpose : and this obligation (which is in- 
cumbent upon all) is enhanced in proportion to 
their grade in the scale of existence^ and their 
ability to perform tlie necessary and pleasing 
duties which are ctmducive to this important 
end. 

Upon these principles, and for these impor- 
tant reasons, Christ became the appropriate Sa- 
viour of the world ; as he was the being most 
HTQngly obUgatedy and the only one perfectly 
qualified to destroy vice and misery (which are 
emphatically termed the works of the devil) 
and to purify, cleanse, and restore the whole 
human race to virtue, peace, and permanent 
happiness ; which was the original and immu* 
table design of our heavenly Father. 

If Chnst (agreeably to the eternal, immutable 
laws of nature) was not legally bound to regard 
the happiness or misery of the human race, 
how could hejwtly and legally be ^^ wounded for 
eur transgressions and bruised for our iniqui- 
ties I"* If the world of mankind had been fuf - 

* lAaiah liii. 5, 
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wished vith and had retained sufficient powers 
to have wrought out thtir own salvation^ the 
mission of Christ would have been needless.— 
*' Knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Jesus Christi that we 
night be justified by the fuith of Christ, and 
not by the works of the law ; for by the works 
of the law shall no flesh be justified"* "I do not 
frustrate the grace of God, for if righteousness 
came by the law, then Christ is dead in vain."t 

But as we, like sheep, had all gone astray, 
the benevolent parent of the human race so 
loved the world, that he sent his dearly beloved 
Son into it, invested with plenipotentiary power 
to be Saviour of the world ; and also with an 
ample commission, and celestial authority, to 
destroy the works of the devil.J " For this pur- 
pose the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the nvorka of the devU:'^ What J 
all his works I Yes, verily, both root and branch. 
And what is still better, even the devil him- 
self shall be destroyed. " Forasmuch, then, as 
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
Also, himself, likewise took part of the same, 

• Gal. ii. 16. \ Gal. ii. 21. \ Isaiah liii. 6» 

tad 1 John iv. 14. § 1 John iii. 8. 
E 
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that through death he might destroy him that 
hath the power of death, that is, the devil."* 

As the commission of Christ appears to be 
not only very ample, but of a very important na- 
ture, let us enquire into the extent of the first 
grant or power contained in it, with respect to 
its limits. See Psalm ii. 7, 8. " I will declare 
the decree, the Lord hath said unto me, thou 
art my son, this day have I begotten thee. Ask 
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession.'* 

In consequence of this grant, which is only 
limited by the bounds of the earth, we are told, 
1 John iv. 14. " And we have seen, and do tes- 
tify, that the Father sent the Son to be the ^- 
viour of the world." Does John mean that 
Christ is the Saviour of every individual human 
being ? Yes, every one : and this does not de- 
pend upon the goodness, wisdom, or power of 
the creature, but on that of our infinitely merci- 
ful Creator : " Who will have all men to be 
served 2iTi^ come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God, and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 

• Hcb. ii. 14. \ 
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gave himself a ram^mfor all^ to be teslifiecl in 
due time."* And that this precious ransom was 
not given in vain, shall be testified in such a sol- 
emn and public manner, as to convince every ra- 
tional being of its efficacy ; when they shall hour 
and see every creature which is in Heaven, on ihc 
earth, and under the earth, and such as arc in 
the sea, and all that are in them, saying, << Bless*> 
iog, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the 
lamb for ever/'t Calvinisls say, we must ob« 
serve that he does not mention those which are 
in hell. It is true, he does not, for this good 
reason : John knew that there would be no hu- 
man beings there ; because << God had been in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their sins."t " And Jesus the lamb 
of God, who taketh or beareth away the 9in of 
the world,"|| will have compleated his work pre- 
vious to the time of which John was speaking. 
« For we have lieai J him ourselves, and know 
that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world."** " And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righ- 
teous. And he is the firofdtiation for our sinsj 
and not for ours only^hnl for the sins of the whole 

• 1 Timothy ii. 4, 5,6. f Rev. v. 13. }2Cor. 
\i T.19. II John i. 29. ••Johniv.42. 
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world."* « For the grace of God which bring- 
cth salvation to all meriy hath appeared. Who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeemua 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pe« 
culiar people zealous of good works."t Christ 
assumed the human nature that he might be as 
fully and comp\Gdii\Y the head 3Xid refireaentative 
of every man^ as Adam was, or had been, so 
that every man will be as fully and compleatly 
justified and made a partaker of the benefits re- 
sulting from the perfect righteoumeaa of Christ, 
his present head^ as he was brought into judg-* 
ment and condemnation by the ojjhnce of Adam,\ 
• « -Therefore, as by the offence ofone^ judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation ; even so, 
by the righteousness oione^ the Jree gift cwxit 
upon a// men unto justification of Ufe."|| 

Being justified by his grace, through the 
redemption of Christ Jesus. Whom God hath 
foreordained to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteousness [not 
purs] for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God. I declare, I 
»ay,at this lime his righteousness, that he might 



• 1 John ii. 1, 2. f Titus ix* 11, 14. % 1 Cor 
xi. 3, ]| Eom. v. 18. 
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be just, and the justifier of him which believcth 
in Jesus.* 

Christ has engaged to save us from both 
the curse and condemnation of the law, by sub- 
mitting him to be made a curse for us.f Hav- 
ing forgiven all treafiaaaeay blotting out the hand- 
>¥riting of ordinances that was against us, and 
he took it out of the way, nailing to his cross.^ 
This sacrifice, and the salutary effects of it to 
all mankind^ he predicted, saying, << and I, if I be 
lifted up from the earlh, will draw all men unto 
me. This he said signifying what death he 
should die." II For this important service " G6d 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name ; that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow of things in 
Heaven, and things on earth, and things under 
the earth, and that every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
.God the Father. For it is God which worketh 
in yoUf both to will and to do his good pleas- 
ure."** It is evident both from scripture and 
reason,that the present, as well as the future hap- 
piness of every created being, depends entirely 
on the goodness, wisdom, and Almighty power 

J * Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. f Gal. iii. 13^ J Colos. 
k 13, 14. Ijjohn xii. 32, 33. •» PUiJ, ii» 9,:10, 13. 
B2 
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of God, our merciful Creator; fbr even Christ 
himself declares twice in the fifth chapter of 
the gospel of John, that he of himself could do 
nothing.* And Christ tells us, I am the vine, 
ye are the branches : he that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit | 
for without me, yt can do nothing. ^ There* 
fore, let no man glory in men, for all things 
hre yours. Whether Paul or Apollosi or Ce- 
phas, or the world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come, all are yours, and 
ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's!''t 

*On this glorious chain, which reaches from' 
feeble man to his omnipotent Creator, depends 
all our hopes offuturehappiness,andnotonour 
own self-righteousness. For this reason we are 
told, " That no flesh should glory in his pre- 
sence : but of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who 
of God is made unto us wUdom and righteous^ 
neUj and 9anct\fication and redemfitumy\ « But 
God who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ (by grace ye are saved j) that in the' 
ages to come he might shew the exceeding 

• John v. 19, and 30, \l Cor. iii. 21, 22» 

t Cor. 1.29,30. 
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riches of his grace in his kindness toward ui^ 
tbroiigh Christ Jesus: for by grace ye are saved 
^^ough faith s and that not of yourselves, it is 
X ^e gift of God. Not of works, least any man 
should boast; for we are his workmanship^ 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them."* 

But as there are many who disdain this men* 
dicant scheme of salratiDn, and scorn to be de« 
pendent on fbce grace 'alone, let them spin 
and weave a handsome web of self-righteous- 
ness, and appear at the general court of Oyer 
and Terminer, clad in a decent suit of home- 
spun ; for if the Judge should chance to dislike 
the garb) and order it to be burnt, the wearer 
must sustain the loss, but the Judge has pro« 
taised that the owner shall escape, and not be 
consumed in the fire with the cloths.f 

From the passages of scripture which have 
been quoted, and the observations that have been 
made, it appears, evidently, that the Father sent 
Us beloved Son to be the Saviour of the world.... 
that he has accepted the appointment, and has 
itctaally performed the most arduous part of the 

* Ephes. ii. 4, 5, 7, 9, 10. f ^ Cor. iii. 14, ISs 
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business, havingbeen wounded for ourtfansgres* 
sions, and bruised for our iniquities, and thereby 
became the propitiation for the sins of the v}fiolei 
world, by which means God was reconciled to 
the world, and is now in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself, not imfiuting their sin* ; and 
as it is the will and merciful design of our Fa« 
ther that all men should be saved and come unto 
the knowledge of the truth, it is impossible that 
his purposes should be frustrated. We there- 
fore conclude, that the universal restitution of 
all things, or salvation of all men, depends en- 
tirely upon the immutable attributes of the 
Deity, and not on our own works, least any man 
should boast. Th^erefore the doctrine of eter- 
nal punishment cannot be supported by any 
other means, than by flatly denying the benevo- 
lence, wisdom, or power of G^ : for if he wishes 
that all men may ]^e savedf he has certainly wis- 
dom and power sufficient to convince, convert, 
and reform the most hardened sinner; of which 
we have had the most ample evidence. To ac- 
knowledge this truth, and at the same time to 
deny that he wishes all men to be savedj is not 
only denying his express declaration, but im- 
peaching his infinite goodness and benignity ; 
and more than merely insinuating that he pre- 
fers the eternal duration of vice and misery \q 
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the reign kX virtue and haptdne%% ; for it is evi- 
dent that no power can resist his will. 

If this is a good moral character, we will 
thank our opponents to delineate what they 
Vonid denominate a bad character, that we may 
contrast them ; that thereby we may discover 
the extremes of infinite goodness and benignityi 
and vindictive malevolence and cruelty. 

As we have in the first part endeavoured to 
prove that the Father sent the Son to be the Sa^ 
riour or restorer of the whole world, and not 
only of a few individuals (as many have believ* 
ed) let us now proceed to consider the second 
purpose for which Christ was manifested, to 
wit, to destroy the works of the devil. But as 
there are a variety of opinions entertained on 
this interesting subject, it is lii the first placs 
Accessary to enquire, and endeavour to ascer* 
iain, first, What may with propriety be deno* 
tninated the v)OTka of the devil ? 

Secondly, To what extent are they to be 
destroyed, so as to comport with the gracious 
dbtign of our heavenly Father I 

Thirdly, Whether Christ has sufficient power 
given to him to fulfil this, purpose ? 
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And first, negatively. It cannot be the souls 
of mankind which Christ was manifested to de- 
stroy (as many people have imagined) for these 
are all the workmanship of God, who declares 
that^ he made them for himself. " Who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son. In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins. Who 
is the image of the invisible God, the first born 
of every creature. For by him were all things 
created that are in Heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities or pow- 
ers, all things were created by him andybr him.'** 
If this be true, then it is evident that he created 
nothing on purpose for the devil. We there- 
fore conclude, that as nothing was created on 
purpose for the devil, he never will be permit- 
ted to hold an everlasting possession of any 
thing th^t was not created on purpose for him: 
and we.'are confident that a God of inEnite good* 
. nc98 and merct/y whose very essence is love^ ne- 
ver made one soul on purpose for the devil, and 
^ confident that the devil never can retain one 
«ou] contrary to the eternal purpose of our heav^ 
enly Father. 



• CoLi. l3, M,l5,ie. 




I 



^ 



25 

The opinion that the ever-merciful Jehovah 
should ever have made even one soul, which he 
^ p'>Mtivcly knewthedevilwouldtorment through- 
out eternal ages, is monstrously absurd and 
blasphemous, and so derogatory to the moral 
character of the Deity, that it is fraught with 
more malignity than the unfiardonable sin of 
which the Jews were guilty, by insinuating that 
Christ was in league with the devil, and saying, 
" that he cast out devils through Beelzebub 
the prince of devils."* 

But are not those far more criminal who are 
ferced, by the clearest conviction, to acknow- 
ledge, that God is possessed of infinite wisdom 
and almighty power ; and could, with the great* 
est facility, render every individual human be- 
ing virtuous and happy; but alledge, that he is 
' so devoid of compassion, as to* abandon num- 
bers of the souls which )ie has made, to the 
permanent dominion of the devil, to be tor* 
mented by him throughout eternal ages. 

It is revealed as the will of God our Saviour, 
that all men should be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth ;t and that Christ 
iMU given himself a ransom for ally which wiA 

^ Matt. xii. 24, \1 Tim. ii. 4. 
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be testified, and ackno^yledged by all in due 
time ;• and we are confident that he will not 
leave the ranaomed in the possession of the en- 
emy. 

** Neither by the blood of goats and calves, 
but by his own blood he entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemfition 
for i^«."t " Having made known unio us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good plea- 
sure which he hath purposed in himself: that 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he 
might gather together, in one, all things in 
Christ, both which are in Heaven, and which are 
on earth, even in him/'f 

Having proved that the souls of men are not 
the works of the devil, and consequently that 
they are not tkr works which Christ was mani- 
fested to destroy, I shall in the next place pro- 
oeed to prove, that it cannot be actual transgres- 
sion that is here intended^ as no past action can 
possibly be destroyed or annihilated. A person 
might, with as much propriety, propose to de- 
stroy the darkness of a night which happened 
% month ago. A transgression may be forgiven, 
fBd tb^ record of it blotted out or destroyed ; 

* 1 Tim. ii. 6. \ Heb. ix« 13. \ EpUet. i. 9, 10. 

i 
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bat a physical non-entity cannot be destroyed. 
The works of the devil which the Son of God 
was manifested to destroy, are evidently the rvii 
profienaitiea and vicious habits which mankind 
have acquired from the evil example of othcrsy 
and yielding to the temptations which are suited 
to excite and influence those appetites and pas* 
sbns which were implanted in us by the wise^ 
benevolent author of our being, to answer the 
most necessary and important purposes, while 
they are confined within due bounds, and direct- 
ed to proper ends or objects by the dictates of 
reason and a well-informed conscience. But 
being in youth extremely ignorant of the nature 
of things, and the consequences of our actions^ 
and vast numbers being left without proper in* 
tlructions respecting their duties to either God 
or man ; thus with appetites and passions in 
foil vigour, and devoid of an adequate degree of 
Kason and experience, are they left to be im« 
pelled to action by motives that are aptly suited 
te gratify these propensities ; and being fre- 
^uesuly left to the freedom of their own will> 
hil too often follow the evil example of people 
ViQch older than themselves, they soon learn to 
^Vf their foibles, and by degrees begin toprao* 
^ their vices. Thus ignorance and evil ex* 
; WDplc begets vicious firt^ensities and evil habitSt 
i naturally and necessarily invohe the ain- 
C 
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ner in confusion and misery, not by the arbi- 
trary infliction of punishment by the Deity, but 
by the immutable law of nature* 

When the prodigal son squandered his iinan- 
oes in riotous living, and had, by his own mis* 
conduct, involved himself in misery and distress^ 
what he suffered was not inflicted by the agency 
of his father, but was the natural consequence 
of his own profligacy.* It is as impossible that 
vicey by its own inherent qualities, should pro- 
duce order^/ieace, and permanent happiness, as 
that darkness should produce light, or that tares 
sown on barren ground should produce a plen- 
tiful crop of good wheat. It is impossible that 
the man who has wasted hjs estate by gamblings 
and destroyed his reason by frequent intoxica- 
tion, should be an happy person, or even permit 
others, over whom he has any power, to enjoy 
peace, order, or comfort. Such is the inherent 
nature of vice and vicious habits. It is there- 
fore evident, that it is these nnjiil firofienuties^ 
and pernicious habita^ that the Son of God was 
manifested to destroy, which are properly de- - 
xiominated the works of the devil, and n^ the 
(Kuls of mankind. These are the tares, and the 
cbafiT) which shall be burned with unquenchable 

\ • .■ ■ ' 

• Luke xy. 
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fire, when God shall gather his pure clean wheat 
into the gamer. This is the dross from which 
the souls of mankind shall be refined, when the 
Lord shall bring " a third part through the fire, 
and I will refine them as silver is refined, and 
will try them as g^ld is tried : they shall call 
upon my name, and I will hear them ; I will 
say it is my people, and ihey shall say, the Lord 
is my God."* 

These are the works that shall be burned, to- 
gether with self-righteousness, spiritual pride, 
blind zeal, and the prejudices of an erroneous 
education, which qualifies each bigot in iheif 
own estimation, to judge and condemn others 
on hearsay evidence, without taking the pains to 
examine either their own tenets, or those of 
others^ which they condemn.f 

But the most formidable device which the 
devil has ever planed for the destruction of man- 
lund, is, the successful attempt which he has 
made to traduce the moral character of the Deity. 
He knows it is impossible that any rational 
being can be happy while they continue to hate 
God— the has taken great pains by bis emissa- 
\ ID every nation, to represent the Deity to 



gX«^ JEcch. xiii« 9. t ^ Cor. iiU Id, i4, 15> 
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be the most cruel^ partial, vindictive) inexorable 
being in existence....insinuating that he has 
brought millions of souls into being, out of a 
state of non-existence, in which condition thej 
could neither offend him, nor suffer any incon- 
Vbnience whatever....positively knowing, and 
intending, that they should be subjected to the 
dominion of the devil, and suffer throughout 
eternal ages the most excruciating torments ia 
a lake of fire which he had prepared for the very 
purpose, long before they were Created. 

Opinions similar to these have been assidu< 
ously propagated amongst the people of almost 
every nation ; and however they m^y have dif* 
fered in their particular dogmas,, they have all 
agreed in representing their Gods to be crueli 
partial tyrants, who chose rather to be viewed 
and worshipped as objects to be dreaded and 
feared, than loved. 

From this fatal misapprehension of the mom 
al character and adorable attributes of the benev* 
olent parent of mankind, originated the horrid 
practice of parents sacrificing their favourite 
children to appease the wrath of these dreadful^ 
malignant beings. The Roman Catholic ^e* 
ing influenced by the same erroneous opinion 
^f the dis^ition of the Deity, half starves hini* 
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self, wears an hair cloth next his skin, walks 
barefooted over the sharpest gravel, and devises 
many ingenious modes of punishing himself to 
appease the Deity, as he conceives his vindic- 
tive disposition to be, in some measure, grati- 
fied and appeased with the misery which he ha& 
voluntarily inflicted upon his own body. 

The Clergy are perpetually complaining that 
their parishioners danot Jove God ; but is it not 
evidently their own fault ? Why do they not 
give the Deity his real character, and exhibit 
him as he reaHy is, the- tender, compassionate 
parent of the whole human race I and prove it 
incontestibly by preaching to them now and 
then, from such texts as the following, viaw 
« If his children forsake my law, and walk not 
in my judgments. If they break my statutes, 
and keep not my commandments. Then will 
I visit their transgressions with a rod> and their 
iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless my loving 
kindness will I not utterly take from him, nor 
^suffer my faithfulness to fail. My covenant will 
X not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out 
of my lips."* 

* Then they cried unto the liopd in their trou-- 
.^Vttii and he saved them out of t^eir distresse8> 
\tr; • P8.buaU. 30, 31, 32, ^^4*. 

' C2 
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be brought them out of darkness^ and the sha* 
dow of death, and brake their bands in sundefn 

that men would praise the Lord for his good* 
ne^ and for his wonderful works to the child* 
ren of men, for he hath broken the gates of brass^ 
and cut the bars of iron in sunder."* 

** For I will not contend forever, neither will 

1 be always wroth, for the spirit should fail be« 
fore me, and the souls which I have made. For 
the iniquity of his covetousness was I wrothf 
and smote him. I hid me, and was wroth, and 
he went on fiowardly in the way of his heart I 
have teen his ways and will heal him : I will 
lead him also, and restore comforts unto him 
and to his moumers."t 

If pti^le were taught in this way, that God 
loved them, and would still continue to make use 
4pf the most effectual means to secure their eter- 
nal felicity, they would in time begin to lov^ himi 
although he might smite them severely, When 
they considered it as the chastisement of a ten- 
der Father, inflicted for their reformation. But 
when people are once fairly convinced that God 
is possessed of infinite wisdom and almighty 
power, and could, with the greatest facility, ren- 

• Ps. cvii. 10, 13, U, 15, 16. f I»ia^lvii. 16, 17, 19, 
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der every individual human being virtuous and 
happy 9 but areijtoldj that he is so devoid of cou^ 
passion as to abandon numbers of the souls 
which he has made^ to the permanent dominion 
d the devil) which he couid have taved, bu| 
vf9uUi notf it is evident they could not love him 
while they conceived it to be most probable that 
they were of the reprobated number; and unless 
we love God, we cannot be happy either in this 
life nor in that which is to come. 

Love refines the affections, and meliorates 
the disposition; but fear and dread without 
love, never added one member to the catalogue 
of real and genuine saints. It is a pMsion that 
cannot be created by fear, but invariaUy is di- 
minished, if not entirely destroyed by it. It is 
neither subject to external commands* nor to 
the most tremendous threats ; nor even to the 
operations of our own will. Love is the fulfil- 
ling of the law, and without it the precepts of 
either the law or the gospel can never be ful- 
filled : then why has so much pains been takeUf 
and still persisted in, to banish the love of God 
fiomthe hearts of his creatures, and to implant 
fcar and dread in its place ? 

What the Clergy have termed preaching the 
, ., terrors of the law, to drive sinners to Christ for 
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mercy, has plunged millions into a state of des^ 
peration, and has sent many fraiHic souls pre*- 
maturiely into the world of spirits, exclaiming 
horribly against the supposed crUdty and par* 
tiality c^ that merciful God who created them, 
and all mankind, on purpose- to confer on them 
various blessings here, and endless felicity here- 
after. " He that loveth not, knoweth not God| 
for- God is love. And we have known and 
believed the love that God hath to us, Godii 
lorve^ and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
God and God in him» There is no fear in h>ve ; 
but perfect love casteth out fear, because fear 
hath torment. He that feareth is not made per- 
feet in love."* Every attribute of the Deity is 
infinite ; it is therefore evident, that he cannot 
be infinitely benevolent, loving, and kind, and 
also infinitely vindictive, implacable, and cruel. 

But (et iis now bring this horrid doctrine of 
etemalj vindictive punishment to our theologic 
•standard, by which its enorhiity will appear. 

A God of infinite wi^om and power could 
convince, convert, and save all the souls which 
Jie has madijfand alsocoqld, with the greatest 
facility, banish ain and mwrry out of the creation ; 

- M John iv.S, 16,17,18, 
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but it is asserted tkat he never will do either. 
Does he then prefer the eternal punishment df 
any of the souls vhich he has made^and the per- 
petual duration of sin and misery to the virtue 
and eternal felicity of his creatures ; and the 
total extinction of sin and miseryi and evil of 
every kind and degree ? For it is certain, that 
no combination of created beings can prevent 
•Ills free cl>oice. We are therefore warranted 
both by scripture and reason to conclude) that 
-God will finally establish the uniyersal reign of 
virtue and haftfdness^ in preference to that of 
vice and misery. 

Having endeavoured to ascertain what are 
-properly denominated works of the devUt which 
the Soh of God was manifested to destroyi vire 
next proceed to inquire to what extent they are 
to be destroyed, so as to comport with the gra^ 
xious designs of our heavenly Father. 

Our text informs us that the Son of God was 
iinanifested to destroy the works of the devil, 
. vrithout making an exception for the preservar 
-tion ofanypartor portion of them. We ihere- 
dbre conclude, that the Father intdlpA^ the de- 
struction to be. a complete annihilation and era- 
dication of all his works, every vestige of de- 
pravity in the souls of every human being, and 
v.- 
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every degree of miseryy and in consequence the 
cessation and extinction of every kind and dc^ 
gree of evil. 

r 

Christ's commission consists of two parts^ so 
connected together, that one part cannot be exe- 
cuted without the other. He could not be the 
entire Saviour oi the world, without completely 
destroying every evil propensity, in every in^-r 
vidual human being, without which it is impoi-* 
siblp that they should ever become happy inhab* 
itants of Heaven. Therefore as God wtUa that 
all men should be saved, and coaie to^the knowK 
edge of the truth, he also vfilis, that they should 
be divegted'of every sppciesof depi;avity, n^ich 
will assuredly be don^ if Christ has been invest^ 
ed with sufficient powers ; which mu$t be the 
subject of our succeeding inquiry. 

Were we to form our. judgment from the dio 
tates of reason, and the nature of the subject, we 
'8ho«ild. naturally conclude, that the Father did 
not send the Son to be the Saviour of the world'; 
•and 'to destroy the works of the devil, without 
■funiishingf him with sufficient powers to accom* 
. pliah thcdfgbnportant purposes, for which he 
was delegated.* But.if wehave recourse to 

^ Mat« xxvii4» 18; 
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scnpture^ we are furnished with ample evidence 
to convince all those who believe in the authen- 
ticity of the testimony, that Christ has already 
redeemed us from the curse and condemnation 
of the law, having been made a curse for us.* 

<^ Then cometh the end, when he shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father ; when he shall have put down all rule, 
and all authority and power. For he must reign» 
till he hath put all enemies under his feet* 
The last enemy that shall be destroyed, is 
death."t ^ Thou hast put all things in subjec- 
tion under his feet: for in that he put all in sub* 
jection under him, he left nothing that is not 
put under him, &c."t Here we find the united 
powers <of both the Father and the Son, are to 
be exerted to put down or destroy all the rulci 
authority, and power of every enemy, and de- 
stroy every inimical being ; for we are told the 
]|ast eQemy shall be destroyed, which is death. 

: .A».a further evidence that Christ is both wil- 
liDg apd able to defeat the devil, and recover, his 
own property out of his hands, we learn from 
CoIqb- 1. U, 16. thatChnst is the im^.of the 
i^Uible God, the first born of every creature. 

fjBA iii. 13. 1 1 Cor. xv . 24, 25, 26. \ Heb. ii. 8. 
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That by him were all things created, that are in 
Heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invis- 
ible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or 
principalities or powers ; all things were cre- 
ated (en auto) in him (di auto) by him, and 
(eU auton) for himself. 

It is therefore evident that the being who 
has had wisdom and power enough to create all v 
things for himself, must of necessity have wis* 
dom and power enough to govern ail things, an4 
to assert his right td, and property in, all the 
souls which he has made ; and even to annihi- 
late the devil himself, should he have the te^ 
merity to oppose him i 

Is it not more, reasonable to believe that the 
gracious being who created the souls of men» 
and endued them with such admirable faculties 
and powers, will also refine and purify them 
from any dross or foreign matter with which 
they may have been polluted? Yes, he certainly 
will cleanse them, for he has promised in the 
13th Chap, of Zechariah, that he will refine 
them as silver is refined, and try them as gold is 
triedi Ml^hen this necessary operation is 
oompleated, he will say it is my people, and 
they shall say, the Lord is my God j or in oth- 
er wordsi he will destroy the works of the devil 
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in them) and restore the image of God in the 
souls of men^ which he created on purpose for 
himself, to its former likeness, and then will he 
acknowledge them to be his own people. 

*^ Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and 7 e shall beclean from all your filthiness,and 
from all your idols will I cleanse you. A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will 
I put within you, and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your fiesh. And I will put my 
spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and 
do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that 
I gave to your fathers, and ye 9hall be my fieofUe^ 
and I will be your God."* 

<< Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah ; not ac- 
cording to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took thtm by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt; (which 
WJ covenant they brake, although I was an hus- ] 
liand unto them, saith the Lord :) But this shall^ 
be the covenant that I will make witsif the bouse 
^Iiracl; after those days, saith the Lord, I will 




• £2«k. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27, 2a 
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put my law in their inward parts, and write 
it in their hearts, and mil be their God^ and 
Uiey diall be my people. And they shall teach 
no more every man his neighbour, and every 
man his brother, sayiftg, know the Lord : for 
they shall ail know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remesi* 
ber their sin no more."* 

Doctor Stonehouse very justly observes, ^ if 
all this be true, how idle the supposition, that 
aatan shall be loid of corrupted nature, so long 
as is Christ of restored nature ! or that unners 
shall be sinners in hell eternally irrecoverably ! 
Does the scriptures teach us so ? 

« For this purpose the Son of God was mani- 
fested that he might destroy the works of the 
devil,"^ He will therefore most surely destroy 
them, and reduce them to nothing ; and how f 
In a few instances only I But his work will be a 
perfect and accomplished work, extending to 
every individual : yea, if he should fail in any 
single instance, his workin that degree would fall 
short of tl|^ purposes of his will, seeing he will 
have all men. to be restor^dj and come to the ac- 

• Jer. xxxu 31, 32, 35> 34. ^1 John iii. 8, 
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knowiedgement of the truth ; which is only say- 
ing, in other terms^ that he \vill have all the 
mischievous works of satan in every man to be 
utterly defeated and invalidated ; he will have 
all to be restored to life in him. 

<< But besides these considerations, are not 
lost souls declared expressly to be our Saviour's I 
Are we not assured that the lost are those very 
souls which he came to seek and to restore f 
So far are these from being unsusceptible of res* 
toration, that they are the very diestined subjects 
of his restoring power, the i*eaHon that he is 
now God man. This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to restore and deliver sinners."* 

As a farther evidence that Christ is both wil* 
ling and able to destroy the works of the devil 
in the souls of men, it is declared that he appear- 
ed in the flesh, and submitted to a painful death, 
that he might destroy him that hath the power 
of death, even the devil himself.f When the 
devil is destroyed, how shall he hold an ever- 
lasting possession of the souls of the wicked ? 
Alid where shall the wicked be fouAd afier the 
iMrfcs of the devil are all destroyed ? 



• 1 Tim. i. 15. t Hcb. ii. 14. 
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But if it should really prove true, agreeable 
to the generally received opinion, that God can 
neither destroy the devil nor his works, it will 
be a most curious question, why an omnipo- 
tent God should create another being more om« 
pipotent than himself ? 

The matter is now fairly at issue. Christ 
has already suffered that death which was to be 
the means of accomplishing these three impor- 
tant purposes, viz. to he the Saviour of the world} 
and to destroy the devil, and also his works : 
and God is now in Christ, reconciling the world 
to himself; not imputing their trespasses uiito 
them.* 

But the greatest number of our public teach- 
ers take great pains to persuade us, that none of 
these three important fiurfiosea will ever be ac* 
pomplished ; while some of them boldly afRim 
that God never wished or intended that Christ 
should be the Saviour of the whole world of man* 
kind, but only of a few individuals, which he 
had arbitrarily chosen out of his mere good plea* 
sure, and abandoned the remainder, an helpless 
prey to the perpetual dominion of the devil I 
while othere alledge, that God was favourably 

, • 2 Con V, 19, 
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disposed towards the whole human race, until 
the unfortunate failure and defection of the re- 
presentative which the Deity had chosen to act 
for us. But when Adatn transgressed and fell, 
they say that his posterity lost communion 
with Gckl, are under his curse, and so made 
liable to all the miseries of this life, to death it* 
self, and to the pains of hell fbi^ever ! 

By this fatcil tSlisfortune, Ihey also assert, that 
otir very nature and dispositions became so cor- 
rupted and contaminated, as to render us mo- 
rally incapabfe of doing any thing fhat is good 
or acceptable to God, and are rendered capable 
of committing crimes that are infinitely evil. 
And in this deplorable and helpless condition 
(into which we weW brought by the puiposc 
told appointment of the Deity) they contend 
that it is perfectly jM*/ in the Deity to deny and 
precfude ariynumber from the benefits resuhing 
from the sufferings, death, and perfect rlghte- 
eii'sne^ of Christ, trho tasted death for every 
nftSn, and gave himself a ransom for all ; and 
dbtt'sign lis to the peaceabk, indisputed domin- 
]0&t>f the devil. 

* Ifhe Deity knew positively when he consti- 
tifted Adam our head and representative, that 
.jIMLHrould' trattsgress: but fie never intended 
d2 
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that we should suffer any inconvenience from 
the choice which he made for us. He laid this 
plan to convince mankind by experience, that 
imperfect beings, just entering on their first 
stage of action, were incapable of observing and 
keeping his laws perfectly : but as his laws re- 
quired perfect obedience, which We could not 
possibly yield, he made choice of a person most 
perfectly qualified, in all respects, to be our pro- 
phet, priest, and king ; by whose merits and 
righteousness God is reconciled to the worldf 
and is now in Christ, reconciling the world to 
himself} not imputing their trespasses unto 
them. 

As this work has been undertaken, and is 
now progressing, under the direction of an otfit^ 
niscient, omnipotent God and most benevolent 
mediator, who gave himself a Va^wom for ally ta 
be testified in due time, we are confident that he 
will compleatly accomplish all his benevolent 
purposes towards the whole human race, not*» 
withstanding the pains that has been taken> bj 
the advocates for the eternal duration of «m and 
misery, in conjuring up a devil, which they,rer 
present to be an overmatch for a God of infinite 
goodness, Wisdom, and almighty power : and to 
render their hypothesis the more feasible, they 
endeavour to reduce the moral character of th.^ 
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Deity to correspond as nearly as possible wit& 
that of h'lH most implacable enemy ; some of 
them affirming boldly, that God has created vast 
numbers to be vessels of wrath fitted for de- 
struction ; and in proof of this horrid opinion, 
they quote the 17th verse of the ixth chapter of 
Romans, viz. For the scripture saith unto Pha- 
raoh, even for this same purpose have I raised 
thee up, that I might shew my power in thee ; 
and that my name might be declared through- 
out all the earth. But what connexion can we 
possibly perceive between the circumstance of 
God's raising up Pharaoh to be king of Egypt, 
and chastising him severely for his cruel, tyran- 
nical conduct, to be a lasting example to all 
future tyrants, and in creating milions of souls 
on purpose to damn them eternally, to shew his 
irresistible power ? But can any unprejudiced 
person possibly believe, that a God of infinite 
goodness, wisdom, and almighty power, should 
introduce into his system such an infinity oiain 
and endless misery y to give him an opportunity 
to display his almighty power, by crushing a 
few reptiles, mortals whose existence even fof . 
a moment depends on his sustaining power i 

They also endeavour to persuade us, that he 

hatli rendered finite beings morally incapable of 

. dmng any action acceptable to God , but as if 
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absurdity knew not where to stop, they tepfe» 
ieni every sin committed by finite beings to be 
etch an infinite evilyto afford him an c^portunity 
of shewing his great aversion to sin and slnnert^ 
and to gratify his vindictive justice in punishing 
tbem throughout eternal ages. If they are crim- 
inal who traduce the characters of their fellow 
xiiortalsy how much more criminal must they be 
(agreeably to their own standard) who misrep-* 
resent the moral character of the merciful par-* 
ent of the human race ! 

Archbishop Tillotsouf (than whom none bet- 
ter understood human nature) say% that << ac- 
cording as men's notions of God are, such will 
their rehgion be. If they hare grbss and false 
conceptions of Ck>d, their religion wiH be absurd 
and superstitious. If men fancy God to be an 
ill-natured beings armed with infinite power, 
#ho takes delight in the mheri/ and ruin of his 
creatures, and is ready to take all advantages 
against them, they may /ear hinti but they will' 
9l^ohate him ; and they will be apt to be such 
towards one another as they ftincy God to be 
towards them ; fisr all religion doth naturally 
incline men to imitate him whom they wor- 
ship." 
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Doctor Scotty to root out all such injunou* 
Botions as derogate from the goodness of God| 
very justly observes, that ^< God being infinitely 
good in his own nature, it is impossible we 
should conceive him to be better than he is ; 
and therefore every false notion we entertain of 
his goodness, must detract from it ; '-uid so 
much as we detract from his goodness, so much 
we detract fix)m the principal reason and motive 
of our loving him." 

There is scarcely a more self-evident truth 
in nature, than that it is impossible that any ra- 
tional being who does not love Goct, can be hap* 
py ; and as impossible, that the being who /ear« 
and hatei God^ should not be wiaerable. They 
are therefore enemiea to both God and man, who 
insinuate that God is a cruel, partial, passion- 
ate, vindictive being, that has dragged millions 
of souls into existence which he positively knew 
would ^be eternally miserable; which might 
have been prevented either by omitting to cre« 
ate them, or by reforming them, as he had done 
with many thousands as bad as those whom he 
Kjected ; for no created being can resist his 
JBiil. Christ advises us to love our enemies, to 
Uess then) that curse us, to do good to them 
that hate uS) and pray for those who persecute 
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us.* And inculcates these godlike principl 
corresponding with the disposition and n 
character of our most merciful Father. 

But many of our teachers (who call tl 
selves orthodox) tell usj that there are vast r 
bers of God's enemies that he never will fori 
but will pursue them with the most implac 
vengeance throughout eternal ages (as 
pretend) to satisfy divine justice, which 
never be accomplished ; and all this cruel ( 
dxercised because the sinner did not per 
•whatlhey acknowledge he was never able t< 
that is, he could not work out his own salv] 
by his own righteousness ; and the perfect i 
teousness of Christ had never been impute 
liim, by which alone any human being ca 
aaved. . For it is Christ << who gave hir 
lor us, that he might redeem us from all iniq 
ftfid purify unto himself a peculiar people : 
ous of good works#**t It is certain that«i( 
man being can be received into Heaven 
they arc redeemed frontLall iniquity, and \ 
£ed to such a degree as to render them ze£ 
of good works. But it is also as certain, 1 
scripture, that they cannot redeem and p\ 
themselves : for we are told by Christ hinc 

• Luke vi. 37. \ Titos ii. 14. 
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that ^ no man can come to me, except the Fa- 
ther which hath sent me draw him ; and I wUl 
raise him up at the last day. It is writieu in 
the prophets, and they shall be all taught of 
God, &c."» 

Christ, to evince the entire dependence of ev- 
ery created being upon his Father, declares ex« 
pUcitly, both in the 19th and 30th verses of the 
5th chapter ol: John, tliathe of himself could do 
nothing. If this was the case with Christ, how 
much more so must it be with us poor, weakf 
ignorant mortals ? Although it is absolutely ne* 
cessary that we should come to Christ, he tells usy 
tliat no man can come, to him, unless the Fa- 
ther draw him, and he will raise him up at th& 
last day ; but they will not be left in this help- 
less condition i for he assures us in the next verse, 
that they shail ail be taught of God ; alluding 
to ^ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
1 will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah ; not accord- 
ing to the covenant that I made with their fa- 
blers in the day that I took them by the hand to 
fariDg them out of the land of Egypt ; (which 
ttf covenant they brake, altliough I was an hus- 
i.imto them, saith the LoM:} But this shall 

•JohnvL44,45. 
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Ibe the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel, after those days, saith the Lord ; I will 
put mjr law in their inward parts, and write it 
in their hearts ; and will be their God^ and they 
shall be myfieofile. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, know the Lord, for they sh^U 
all know me from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith the I^ord : for I will for- 
give their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more.'** " In those days, ^nd in that timei 
saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be 
sought for, and there shall be none, and the sin^ 
of Judah, and they shall not be found ; for I wilj 
pardon them whom I reserve."t 

This is properly termed the covenant oigrace^ 
in contradistinction to the covenant of works* 
This, St. Paul tells the Hebrews, is a belter 
covenant than the other, being established upon 
better promises. 

Under this new and better covenant^ the 
Lord himself hath promised to instruct us in 
a way in which we cannot mistake his mean- 
ing ; when the Lord shall write his law in their 
hearts, then shall the illiterate children of men 

• J«. xxxi. 31, 32, 33, 34, f Jer. t 20. 
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be no longer perplexed with the discordant sys» 
terns of their teachers, vfho all pretend to knovr 
God) and to declare what they call his will yflih 
the greatest confidence, when perhaps scarcely 
more than two in ten do perfectly agree ; while 
some of them tell us, that God is so good and 
gracious, that it is his will that all men should 
be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.* 

That Christ is the firofiUiathn for the sins of 
the whole world J**^ 

That Christ gave himself a ramomfor all, (o 
be testified in due tirae.f 

That the Father sent the Son to be the Sa^ 
^iour of the world.\\ 

That Christ died for all, &c. That God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them.** 

That Christ taated death for every man. That 
lie will destroy him that hath the power oideath^ 
tbat is,the devil ; and deliver them, who, through 

•ITim. H. 4. Jljohnii. 2. JlTim. ft^lfc 
■i J I John ir. 14. •• 2 Cor. v. 14, 15, 19. 
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fear of deathj were all their lifetime-subject to 
bondage.* 

That the Son of God was manifested on pufr 
pose to destroy the works of the devil.t 

That Christ hath made peace* through the 
blood of his cross^ and will reconcile all things 
to his Father.^ 

That Christ will take and bear away the sin 
of the world.lj 

That the free gift came upon all men to the 
justification of life.** 

That every knee will bow to Jesus^ and'^evcry 
tongue confess that he is Lord.ft 

And that whosoever shall confess that Jesus ^ 
is the Son of Gkkl^ God dwelleth in him^ and he 
in God4t 

That Christ hath obtained eternal recr<?m^/io« 
for US.IIII 



• Heb. ii. 9, 14, 15. f 1 John iii. 8. \ Col. 
lAO, II John i. 29. •• Rom. v. 18. ft ^hil. 
ii. 10. \\ 1 John iv. 15. Ill) Hcb. ix. 12. 
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That Christ " was wounded for our trans* 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities ; 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him ; 
and with his stripes we are healed* All we, like 
sheep, have gone astray ; we have turned every 
one to his own way : and the Lord hatlilaid on 
him the iniquity of ua all"^ 

They bIso ground their tenets upon a most 
explicit promise of Christ himself upon a very 
solemn occasion, that of his death, saying, ^' And 
I, if I be lifted up firom the earth, will draw ail 
men unto me. (This he sald> signifying what 
death he should die.)"t 

The promise of salvaUon to all meriy is so ex- 
plicitly declared in this text, that the ingenuity 
of man cannot pervert its meaning. The be* 
ings to whom the promise is made, are, in the 
original Greek, fiantaa aiuArofiouSiVrhich in Eng- 
lish isy aU men. 

If, therefore, we consider that this promise 
irtt made by Christ himself) in a solemn hour 
^lien his soul was sore troubled in contempla* 
tingthe near approach of his crucifixion, and a» 
ire ure assured that one part of the condition oo 

• Isa. liil. 5, f . t Jo^n »"' 3^» ^* 
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which the promise was predicated, has been 
fulfilled, to wit, his being lifted ufi from the earthy 
we have sufficient cause to believe that he will 
draw all men unto him according to hi^ wiah^ 
that where he was, they might be also, that 
they might behold his glory. 

But those who appear to be fond of perpetu- 
ating the reign of sin and misery^ and establish- 
ing the kingdom of the devil on as permanent 
and durable foundation as that of Jehovah, preach 
a very different doctrine, and although the vari- 
-ous denominations of Christians differ greatly 
in many things, they all agree in asserting that 
God has created a vast number of souls which he 
positively knew would suffer the most excrucia-, 
ting torments in hell flames, throughout an end- 
less eternity. The most moderate class only 
affirm, that God foreknew and permitted this 
horrid calamity, but did not decree that this 
should inevitably be the fate of any one of these, 
We would beg leave to enquire, 

Firsty Whether Ihey deem it possible for any 
person to avoid a fate which the Deity positive- 
ly knew awaited him ? 

Secondly^ By what means had these nonenti- 
ties offended him, before they were created^ to 
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jproToke him to drag them into existence un» 
der these deplorable circumstances I 

TUrdly^ Had juttice and mercy been conBulted 
in this transaction \ 

Fourthly^ Did that insatiable justice (which 
we are told has not been satisfied with the mer' 
its, death) and sufferings of Christ for the sins of 
mankind) connive at this proceeding, knowing 
that it would furnish a vast number of subjectsy 
whereon to wreck his inexorable vengeance at a 
future period i 

M/ihlyy If Christ our present head^ hath tasted 
death for ^ery man^ and is the propitiation for 
the sins of the whoie nvorld^ and also redeemed 
us from the curse of the law of works> upon 
what law is this second claim and denunciation 
founded? Surely not on any law contained in the 
covenant of grace. Oo^*^ justice has been al- 
ready satisfied by the merits, death, and sufferi* 
iDgs of Christ, whereby God is reconciled to the 
WDxJd, and is now in Christ, reconciling the 
world to himself, not imputing their tres- 
panes unto them. We would now ask any 
eandidi unprejudiced person, if God is now in 
CSbtitt reconciling the world unto himself? not 
liting their trespasses uulo them, on what 
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pretence can the d^mon revenge (which Calvin 
and his adherents has dignified with the sacred 
name oi justice) pursue us with implacable vm- 
geance throughout eternal ages ? 

The Universalists teacli us, that the future 
salvation of mankind depends entirely on the 
benevolence, wisdom, and power of God....that 
liis infinite benevolence inspired him to create 
them. ...his infinite wzWom laid the plan for there 
redemplion....and his infinite power must and 
will accomplish all his purposes, although earth 
and hell should arise in opposition against him. 
•How irrational ! how unsci iptural is it to suppose 
that God created any number of the human i^ace 
on purpose to make them eternally miserable I 

Be candid, gentle reader, lay the prejudice oi^ 
education aside, and examine the evidences ibv 
and against the doctrine of eternal punishment 
with freedom. The subject is certainly weighty 
and important, and claims your serious at^ 
tention and diligent enquiry. The honour of 
God, and the good of mankind, are involved ii 
its discussion and decision. If it is of impoi 
tance for us to love God, it is certainly nece; 
sary that we should know his true characte 
which is all glorious. When stripped of the mo 
strous imputations oi partiality ^ncj cruelty 
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tributed to him by numbers who are influenced 
more by custom and tradition than by scripture 
and reason^ it is a melancholy truth, that there 
are many absurd doctrines founded upon a par^ 
tial knowledge and erroneous construction of the 
scriptures ; this circumstance alone should in- 
duce us to examine for ourselves, and not con- 
fide, too far, in the assumed infallibility of any 
set or sect of men ; and, above all, should we 
suspect the tenets of those who attribute to the 
Deity acts of injustice and cruelty, that would 
scandalize and blacken the character of a Nero 
or an Herod. 

The doctrine of predestination, as taught by 
John Calvin, is clearly of this kind. See his 
definition of predestination in the 21st chapter 
of the third book of his institution of the Chris- 
tian Religion, 440th page, in the words folFow^ 
ing, to wit, « Predestination we call the eternal 
decree of God, whereby he had it determined 
with himself what he wf//f(i to become of every 
man : fo^ all are not created to like estate ; but 
tome to eternal Vifc^i and some to eternal cfom- 
wuian is fore-appointed. Therefore, as every 
man is created to the one or other end, so we 
^y, that he is predestinate, either to life or 
: jt«lth> fol. 443. This council, as touching the 
4eipt} we say, is grounded upon his free mercyi 
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without any respect to the worthiness of man i 
but whom he appointeth to damnation, to them» 
by his just, indeed) and irreprehensible, but also 
incomprehensible judgment^ the entry of life Uf 
blocked up / 

*^ Now in the elect, we set Tocation to be the 
testimony of election ; and then justification to 
be another sign, on the manifest shewing of it> 
till they com6 to glory, wherein is the fulfilling 
Of it. But as by vocation and election God 
ttiaketh his elect ; so by ahutfing out the refiro* 
bate, either from the knowledge of his name, or 
from the aanctification of his spirit, he doth, as 
it were, by these marks, open what judgment 
abideth for them.** 

According to this scheme, the elect and the 
devil are the only parties who are under the 
least obligation to the Deity j the elect for the 
unmerited partiality shewn to them ; and the 
devil must be ungrateful, indeed, if he does not 
exert himself to the uttermost to infiict the 
most infernal tortures on those souls which 
Calvin supposes God to have made on purpose 
for hini, to people his infernal kingdom, and 
establish it upon a permanent foundation. la 
it not an happy circumstance when Monarcha 
agree to aisslst each other in such a cordial 
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mimner ? The poor devil could not create sub- 
jects for himself, but, hy Calvin's contrivance) 
we find him ampljr accommodated. If all this 
be true, how egregiously must John have been 
mistaken, when he tells us, that the Son of God 
was manifested on purpose to destroy the works 
of the devil !• But before we implicitly adopt 
tliis scheme, permit us to make use of a little 
carnal reason to analyze it, and enquire by what 
means the reprobate becomes a subject justly 
liable to eternal punisliment. 

When God created the seul of the reprobate, 
he certainly made it what he wished it to be } 
and the poor reprobate had no choice respecting 
what he should be, whether good or bad.... 
whether an angel or devil. If it was the tviU 
of God (even before he created hiim) that he 
should be a rejirobate and a sinner^ that he might 
be eternally damnedy could the poor, miserable 
being be justly blamed for being what the Deity 
had made him, without his knowledge or con* 
sent ? If he was constituted in such a manner 
as to bring his << damnation with him, out of 
hU mother's belly," it certainly could not be his 
JMT) but a most deplorable misfortune. But 
cui toy rational being, who is not entirely blind- 

^ •! John ill. «. 
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cd by the prejudice of education, believe that 
any person can be justly punished for submitting 
to an inevitable misfortune which it never was 
in their power to avoid or prevent ? But we arc 
told that the damnation of the reprobate is ju9t^ 
because he will not come to Christ, that he might 
be saved. But does not Christ tell us, explicit* 
ly, that no man can come unto him except th^ 
Father draw him ?* But instead of the I''9lher 
being disposed to draw the reprobate, Calvio 
tells us, << that he has blocked up the entry 
of life &gainst him, and shut him out both from 
the knowledge of his name> and from the sane* 
ti£cation of his spirit." 

God is the source and fountain of all good- 
ness of every kind, and there is no other source 
in the universe from whence it can be derived 
but from him. If, therefore, he creates humaa 
beings, and refuses to communicate any of his 
goodness to them, can it possibly be either jtwl 
or merciful to damn them eternally for the want 
of that goodness, which it was impossible 6xt 
them to obtain ? 

It is no wonder that those who have preached 
this doctrine have laboured to persuade people 

• John vi. 44. 
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to abandon the use of their reason ; for, until 
this is done, it is impossible to believe it. The 
prejudice of education has implanted it in the 
infant mind, and maj yet preserve some vestiges 
of it for some time longer ; but as it can neither 
stand the test 6f reason, nor the true theological 
standard, which is founded upon the glorious* 
attributes of the Deity, it must finally fall ; and 
it is high time that it should be discarded ; for 
it has already stocked the world with deists, 
and the Clergy now find great fault with the 
effects which the absurdity of their own tenets 
have naturally produced : for whenever people 
can divest themselves of the prejudice of edu- 
cation, and begin to reason on this subject, and 
are led to believe that these God-dishonouring 
sentiments are contained in the scriptures, they 
rather choose to be directed by the light of na» 
tore and experience ; which teaches them that 
the Deity is the most benevolent, impartial, 
t)0untiful, and merciful being in existence, than 
to believe without, or rather contrary to, both 
Teason and experience, that he is the most par- 
tial, cruel, revengeful, implacable, and unjust 
being in the universe, creating reprobates, and 
fciODg them into the world, under his wrath 
and curse, and then damning them eternally 
:^ being what he had made them I 
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If this doctrine is not the un/iardonable «w, it 
is certainly very nearly allied to it. The un- 
pardonable sin of the Jews consisted in insinu- 
ating that Christ was in league with the devili 
by which means he acquired the power to cast 
out devils by the assistance of Beelzebub^ the 
prince of devils. If we could suppose this com» 
pact possible, it was calculated to be productive 
of some good to the poor wretches out of whom 
tlie devils were cast. But Calvin's assertioDf 
that God creates souls which he has reprobated 
by an eternal decree, and blocked up the entry 
of life against them, shut them out from the 
knowledge of his name, and from the sanctifica- 
tion of his spirit, and appoints them to eternal 
damnation, thereby consigning them to the do- 
minion of the devil, to people the infernal regionS| 
and establish the reign of vice and misery upon 
an eternal basis, that can never be shaken} is 
certainly worse. 

This is such a malignant aspersion of the 
moral character of the Deity, that the sin of the 
Jews seems to vanish in the comparison. — But 
we need no better evidence to prove that this is 
a most groundless calumny, than the merciful 
forbearance of God : for if he was such a wrath- 
ful, revengeful being as they represent him to 
be> he would strike them dead in the very act 
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of defaming him, ivhose kind providence is pro- 
tecting them from evil every moment. But we 
hope that Christ will make the same apology 
for them that he did for the Jews, saying, Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
This scheme (by which they suppose the Satan- 
ic empire amply stocked with subjects, properly 
qualified for that region) they have dignified 
with the appellation of the covenant of grace. 
This they procisdm as glad tidings to all men ; 
this they call bringing life and immortality to 
light ! If this be a covenant of grace, it is very 
different from tharwhich the Lord has promis- 
ed to make with the people of Israel and Judahy 
when he will put hiis law in their inward partSy 
and write it in their hearts, and will be their Gody 
and they shall be his people ; and the Lord him- 
self shall be their teacher, when they shall all 
know him, from the least of them to the great- 
est of them : and will forgive their iniquity, arid 
will remember their sin no more. 

It surely is not in his nature 
To be cruel as the grave : 
Believe not X)ur divine Creator 
Will destroy what he can save. 
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ji Dialogue between a Partialiat and an iTniver* 
Baliat. 
Far, Sir, motives of friendship have induced 
me to call upon you this morning, to converse 
with you upon a subject virhich has agitated the 
public mind for some time past. I mean the 
doctrine of the universal restoi^ation of all men 
to the favour of God ; which has been fairly 
confuted, and cut up by the roots, in three ser- 
mons lately preached by the Rev. Mr. George 
Strebeck ; who has demonstrated that sin is an 
infinite evil, and therefore justly subjects the 
sinner to an infinite punishment : and as I have 
been informed that you are writing in favour 
of this doctrine, which is now fairly invalidated/ 
I wish you to retreat from the field in time, and 
not wait until you are driven out with disgrace ; 
for your strongest fortress is already taken by 
storm. 

Univ. Pray, Sir, has Mr. Strebeck demon* 
strated that sin has had an eternal existence as 
a self-existent, evil principle ? 

Par. No : I conceive he is not so simple as 
to believe such an absurdity. 

Univ, By what arguments, then, does he at- 
tempt to prove, that any thing can be infinite 
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which has not had an eternal existence ? We 
know only of three infinites, which are God, 
eternity, and space ; and these have existed 
necessarily and etemally....they never have had 
a beginning, and can never have an end....they 
cannot admit of any augmentation, diminu* 
tion, or any pos&ible change. But if Mr. Stre- 
beck imagines that he has discovered a kind of 
compound, factitious infinities, which have been 
produced by an ilUcit act of a finite agent, act^ 
ing upon the iraBcible fiamons of an infinite be- 
ing, he has c;;rtainly made a new discovery, for 
which he ^ould obtain a patent. If he has 
been successful in proving sin to bs an infinite 
evil, he has done more tlian he intended : for 
the same arguments that will fairly prove sin 
to be infinite, will sdso prove it to be indestructi- 
ble ; for that which is absolutely infinite, can 
neither be destroyed in whole of in part ; but 
must be as immutable as God, eternity, and 
space* If sin is not an eternal principle (as the 
Manichsans suppose) it cannot be infinite ; for 
were we even to suppose with Mr. Strebeck, 
that it derived some part of its infinity from the 
infinite displeasure x>f God, it would even in 
that case be finite, having had a beginning ; and 
If hAleyer has had a beginning, must also come 
^ ao end, unless it is sustained in being by in- 
itc power \ and we cannot reasonably sup- 
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pose that God mil exert his infinite power to 
perpetuate rni and/wMffry, which are^acknowled* 
ged to be the works of the devil, who, being a 
finite agent, could not be the cause of any thing 
infinite, as no cause can produce an effect supe- 
rior to itself. 

It is evident that whatever is infinite, cannot 
adnvit of either increase or diminution ; for a 
progressive or mutable infinity is a contradie* 
tion in terms ; for if an addition can be madei- 
it is evident that it was not infinite previous to 
such addition : for example, if every sin is aft 
infinite crime, A. commits a crime to-day, 
which renders him infinitely criminal ; he 
commits another sin next day....he must now 
(;ither be more than infinitely criminal^ or the 
first crime being infinite, precluded the possi- 
bility of increase. According to this scheme^ 
9m would be an absolute umV, that could admit 
of no addition. But if we were, for argument 
sake, to admit this statement, that the first sin 
being infinite, could admit of no augmentation, 
it will not support the conclusion whichMr. Strc- 
beck wishes to establish, viz. that because sia 
is an infinite evil, it is just to infiict an infinite 
^nishment upon the sinner ; as it will be r^ 
xnembered that his most weighty argument to 
prove sin to be an infinite eYiI> is, that Christ 
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has made an infinite atonement and sat i ft fact ion iov 
ain; agreeably to the phraseology of John, 
when he saw Jesus coming to him, says, Be- 
hold the lamb of God, which taketh away the 
ain of the world,'* Now if Christ (who is the 
head of every man) has made an infinite atone- 
ment and satisfaction for ain in the agg;rcf^atc, 
to wit, the sin of the world, how can it be either 
just or merciful to inflict an infinite punishment 
upon the persons for whose sins an infinite 
atonement has been made by the Saviour of the 
world, who hath tasted death for every man ?t 
And who is also the firofiitiation for the aina of 
the whole world^ 

John testifies, that the Father sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the world, § and not as the 
Partialists conceive, the Saviour of a few indi- ' 
viduals ; the majority being consigned to the 
devil, not because the Deity could not save them, 
but because he did not vnah to do it ! But what 
wiH become of this fine scheme, if what we 
are told by John be true, to wit, that the Son of 
God was manifested, on purpose to destroy the 
works of the devil,|| which are acknowledjjed 
to be sin and misery ? However, if Mr. Stre- 

• Jolm i. 29. t Hcb. ii. 9. J 1 John ii. I, 2. * 
i 1 John iv. 14. || 1 John iii. 8. 
F2 
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beck can fairly demonstrate that sin is an infi*» 
nite evil, we must grant that it cannot be de- 
stroyed ; and) in consequence^ that Christ's mis-< 
«ion must prove abortive. 

But as we conceive that there cannot be a 
more self-evident axioro, than that whatever 
has not been infinite eternally cannot be made 
80 in time (not even a parte post) without the im- 
mediate sustaining power of God ; and as God 
has sent his beloved Son into the world to destroy 
the works of the devil ; and not only his works» 
but the old traitor himself j* we therefore can- 
not believe that God is divided against him- 
self, or that Christ, mistaking the design of his 
mission, should, instead of destroying the works 
of the devil, destroy the souls of men, who were 
^ created (en auto J in him (cUatao J by him, and 
(eis auton) for himself,t should he stock the 
infernal regions with subjects, and establish the 
kingdom and dominion of the devil upon a basis 
equally permanent with, that of his Father.... 
Was it for this purpose he was sent into the 
world I No, verily, .he was sent to be the Sa^ 
viour of the world ;t and to do the wiU of his 
Father, whose will is, tha^t all men should be 
Mved^ and come unto the knowledge of the ttdibi 

•Htb.ii. U t Polos. i.l& tlJ^iwiv.U. 
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and for this purpose he gave himself a raiuont 
for ally to be testified in due time :* and we 
trust he will not leave the ransomed in possess 
sion of the enemy : for he has promised} that 
if he should be lifted up from the earth, he 
would draw (fiantaa anihrofioua) that is> ail men 
unto him.t And because he is faitbfu! who hath 
promised! we believe him. St. Paul told the 
Galatians seventeen hundred years ago, that 
Christ had redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us.f But we shall 
gain little by a redemption from the cur^e of the 
lav)y if Mr« Strebeck has discovered a cutmc of 
the goefiel that will answer the pun^ose quite as 
well. But if we can collect his precise mean- 
ing from the circuitous method by which he en- 
deavours to prove the truth of one controvertible 
proposition by another, which requires proof as 
much as the first, we will endeavour tot analyze 
the subject more critically.. The drift of his 
circular argument appears to be an attempt to 
prove, that the dignity of the being offended, 
and not the knowledge or capacity of the being 
o&nding, constitutes the scale or standard of 
criminality. He obsfsrvqs in the 25th page» 
^^ ^ It is material to the preseitf argument, to 
Jtlrtflirftffiirl 4Ji»ticnctly in what point of light the 

•4'S1iDk&3,4,^ tJolu^sii*^^ :|GaUiii.ia 
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Universalista consider sin." He then states 
Doctor Chauncey's sentiments, who says, " In 
what point of light soever we take a view of sin, 
it is certainly in its nature a finite evil. It is 
the fault of a finite creature, and the effect of 
finite principles, passions, and appetites.** This, 
says he, is the light in which he (Dr. Chauncey) 
considered sin. And now follows the conclu- 
sion which he draws from this view of it. " ifo 
say. that the sinner is doomed to infinite misery 
for the finite faults of a finite life, looks like a 
reflection on the ingnite justice ond goodness of 
God.*' 

Mr. S. then observes, that the whole stress of 
the argument rests upon this inquiry, whether 
sin be a finite or an infinite evil ? It is of impor-» 
tance to examine this subject, for if sin be but 
a finite evil, the conclusion would be undeniably 
correct, that it would be unjust in God io fiuniah 
the sinner eternally fi)r his finite offences. He 
says, considered subjectively, as the mere act of 
a finite beings it would appear that sin is only a 
finite evil. But we are to reason on the hein- 
oustiess of offences, not only from the state of 
the stcAjecty but likewise from that of the oi^feet 
of them. He then states a. case, to skew the dtf^ 
ferent degrees of criminality, of which a person 
would be guilty, who might hate 'dkuiiS& tis 
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fellovr-aubjecti or Kfirince his lawful sovereign. 
The offence in the first case might only amount 
to an assault or defamation^ but in the latter 
case to high treason. He then argues, that as 
sin is committed against God, an infinite beingi 
it must, in an objective point of light, be an infi- 
nite evil....that a just God was displeased with 
sin, who, being infinite, his displeasure must be 
infinite also.«..and that as God was infinitely dis- 
pleased, the evil of sin, at which he was offended) 
must hare been infinite also. 

The drift of this circuitous argument appears 
to be designed to prove, that the dignity of the 
being offended, and not the knowledge and ca» 
pacity of the being offending, constitutes th^ 
scale or standard of criminality. 

This is the extrinsic cause which he conceives 
capable of transnauting or converting Jinitt 
crimes inXo it^nite evils, which are so very offen* 
sive to the Deity that it creates in him an infinite 
degree of displeasure. To be eternally under 
the influence of infinite anger or displeasure, 
would certainly be a most unpleasant situation ; 
and we humbly conceive, that if God could, 
llrictly speaking, be made angry, provoked, or 
(Abred by the conduct of us wretched mortals^ 
kfr^Kudd not enjoy a moments quiet, but must 
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be much more miserable than the most unhappy 
of his creatures. But if we may be indulged in 
the use of a little caraal reason, we will venture 
to analyze this infinite principle, by which he 
supposes finite crimes to be convertable into in- 
finite evilS) to wit, the dignity of the being of- 
fended. If this be true, it is evident that an ac« 
Uon simply finite, acquires its infinity and ma- 
lignity from an adventitious, extrinsic cause, of 
which the agent must, in many cases, be entire- 
ly ignorant. This must be the case with all 
idiots ;atid it is evident that the degree. of crim- 
inality must- vary with every variation of the xle- 
grees of knowledge of the persons who might 
comxmt the same crime. For example, suppose 
tbe best informed Clergyman, and the most ig« 
norant savage, both to be guilty oi incest, by co« 
habiting with their own sisters ; would any judi- 
cious person pronounce them equally criminal ? 
Conmion sense declares they would not. And 
the apology which Christ made for the Jews^ 
who "were crucifying him, confirms the judg* 
tnent, when he prayed to his Father to forgive 
them, he offers this cogent reason why it would 
be equitable to forgive them, to wit, because they ^ 
knoio not what they do ! If the Jews had posi« 
lively known that they were crucifying the Soa 
oi^God; the Saviour of the world, would not Mn 
Strebeck himself pronounce them nore crimi* 
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nal on account of their certain knowledge of the 
extent and malignity of the crime which they 
were perpetrating ? And if they were infinitely 
criminal without this knowledge, would they not 
have been much more criminal if they had 
known it ? If so, agreeably to the premises, the 
conclusion must be> that every sinner is infin- 
itely criminal ; but that some are infinitely more 
criminal than others. 

But here we will rest this part of the subject 
at present, until Mr. Strebeck can furnish us with 
a well graduated scale, by which we xnaf cidcu* 
late the different degrees of infinity yi/idi as much 
precision as we now do yards, feet, and incheSf 
by the common scale, beginning with Calvin's 
infants who bring their damnation out of their 
mothers' bellies^ who are uaid in the Westmin- 
ster Catechism to be born under the wra(h and 
turse of God, and so made liable to all the mis« 
erics of this life, to death itself, and to the^^ofn* 
of hellforeroer I and all this evil brought upoa 
tiieaot, not by their own agency^ but by the trans- 
gression of a person which the Deity had ap- 
pointed to act for them, near six thousand years 
ago* If it could possibly be either/u«/ or mer- 
dM-to punish an infant eternally for the crime 
of another person, yet surely this imputed guUi 
liust b& the ijjksl on the scale of infinity . And 
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those who traduce and misrepresent the moral 
character of the Deity, should form the highest 
grade on the scale, as certainly their crime is 
infinitely more infinite than any other. 

But common sense has yet another argument 
(sanctioned by the opinion of Bishop Tillotson) 
to combat this cruel, injurious doctrine, to wit, 
that " the right which God hath in his crea- 
tures, is founded on the benefits he hath con« 
ferred on them, and the obligations they have 
to him on that account. Now there is none, 
who, because he has done a benefit, can have, 
by virtue of that, a right to do a greater evil than 
the good he has done amounts to ; and we think 
it next to madness to doubt whether extreme 
and eternal misery be not a greater evil than 
simple being is a goodJ* 

■ All punishment which has not reformation 
for its end, is mere cruelty and malice, which 
can never be in God, nor can he in reality hate 
any thing which he has made, or be subj^t to 
auch weakness or impotence as to act arbitra* 
rily, or out of spite, wrath, revenge, or any 
self-interest ; and, consequently, whatever chas- 
tisement he infiicts, must be a mark of his/ovr, 
in not suffering his creatures totrmain in that 
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miserable state which is inseparable from sin 
and Tvickedness. 

As God's infinite goodness appears in the 
sanctions as well as matter of his laws, so his 
in finite wiodom knows how to adjust the clias- 
tisement to the oEFence, that it may be exactly- 
fitted to produce the desired amendment. Our 
g^reatest felicity consists in having such an im- 
partial, disinterested judge, as well as legis- 
lator, that whether he punishes or rewards, he 
acts alike for our good ; that being the end of 
all his laws, and consequently of the penalties 
as well as rewards, which make them laws: 
whereas our common systems of divinity re- 
present him to be full of wrath and fury, ready 
to glut himself with revenge for the injuries he 
has suffered by the breach of his laws. 

But we wish Mr. Strebeck to re-consider this 
subject candidly ; for if every sin be an infinite 
evil, it is evident that all sins would be reduced 
to . a state of equality ; so that the boy who 
should steal a pigeon's egg, would be as crimi- 
nal as Judas Iscariot, or a person who might 
commit the unpardonable sin : for to assert in 
any.caae, where two things are infinite, that one 
may be vastly more infinite than the other, 
voold be as aboard as if one should afiirm) that 

G 
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Madeira wine was the be^t liquor possible^ but 
that Tokay wine was vastly better ; that is^ a 
great deal better than the beat, 

Q. What may be denominated good or virtu« 
ous in a physical and moral sense f 

A. Whatever has a tendency to produce per* 
manent happiness. 

Q. What may be denominated vice, or mord 
and physical evil ? 

Ji. Whatever has a tendency to produce and 
perpetuate discord, confusion, and misery. 

Q. Is not every rational being under an indis- 
pensable obligation to promote virtue and ra« 
tional happiness, and endeavour to obviate the 
evils which introduce and perpetuate misery I 

A» Yes : this is an eternal, unchangeable law 
of nature, and of nature's God, and is of um- 
versal obligation on every rational being, from 
the highest to tlie lowest, in proportion to their 
powers, situatipusj and capacities. Those who 
neglect to perform these. duties, are delinquent; 
and those who transgress this law, by promoting 
vice, or causing needless miseiy^ are criminal 



75 

Q* Would not a being possessing superior 
poorer, forfeit all legitimate claim to the at- 
tributes o£ justice and benevolence, who should 
drag any number of innocent, unoffending be* 
ings out of a situation in which they could suf- 
fer no positive injury, and place them in a con- 
dition in wliich he positively knew they would 
suffer every possible evil, and be eternally pre* 
eluded from the enjoyment of every possible de« 
gree of happiness ? 

jt. Calvin attributes such conduct to the Dei- 
ty, und calls it /uatice J 

It is certain that nonentity could not offend 
the Deity, nor could inanimate matter trans- 
gress his laws ; thei'efore the materials out of 
which we were formed, could not have provo- 
ked his displeasure ; and although the parable 
of the potter and his lump of clay, may and does 
prove, that the Deity has a sovereign right to 
jnake a man and an archangel out of the same 
mass of matter, it can never prove that he has 
a right, founded in justice^ to form an human 
being out of this unoffending mass, positively 
knowing that it would suffer every possible evil 
Ibroiighout eternal ages, and be precluded from 
die enjoyment of every possible ^ody when all 
ttb mischief and misery might -have been pi*e- 
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vented either by willing that all his rational crea- 
tures should be finally happy, or by omitting to 
create all those \fho many have supposed he 
has forced into existence Without having wish- 
ed or designed to render them finally happy I 

Q. But is it not more rational, more scripturalf 
and more conducive tb the honour of God and 
the good of mankind, to teach, and to believe, 
that our heavenly Father, who has it completely 
in his power to make the most eligible choice 
for those subordinate beings who are entirely 
dependent upon him, should finally fix all his ra- 
tional creatures in a state of virtue and perina- 
nent felicity, than that he should abandon any 
of them to the permanent dominion ofthedeviI> 
to 9in and suffer during eternal ages ? 

^. It is certainly most reasonable ; for as tirr- 
tue and hafipineaa are evidently preferable to v/cr 
and misery^ how can we believe that a God of 
infinite goodness, who must discern and prefer 
that which i^^besty should combine with the 
powers of darkness to establish the permanent 
reign of both moral and physical evil ? 

The advocates for the eternal duration oinn 
and miaeryy must conclude either that the liekty 
approves of the establishment of the devil's 
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UTigdom ; or, although he may view it as a 
fiuisance, he is not able to destroy it. Both these 
conclusions being abuurd^ we are constrained to 
believe the truth of what we are told, 1 John 
iii. 8. That the Son of God was manifested on 
purpose to destroy the works of the devil, which 
Works are evidently moral and fihy steal evtl^ which 
we believe he will effectually accomplish ; and 
that Christ will not satify himself with annihi- 
lating his works only, but will destroy the devil 
himself: for we read, Forasmuch, then, as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same ; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil.* Therefore, 
when un, death, and the devil are destroyed, mis- 
ery must cease, for the sUng of death is sin.... 
Then shall God "wipe away all tears from their 
eyes ; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more, pain i- for the former things are passed 
away«"t 

To affirm with the rigid Partialists, that God 
}^» forced millions of human beings into exist- 
ence under an immutable decree of refirobationf 
and sentenced them to eternal torments long 
JNafivt Ijiey ever 0idoreouldtrans|^resdr»iflMas- 
'•Hcb.ii.U. U Rev. Ml. 4. 
7 g2 
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pheming themoral character of God. Buttheife^ 
arc many well meaning people, who, although 
Ihey decry the horrid opinion that the Deity ever 
created any human being on purpose to make hira 
eternally miserable, yet they believe that the 
Deity foresaw, and infallibly knew every crime 
they should ever commit ; for which he also 
knew, that they should incur his wrath and cursey 
and suffer the pains of hell forever. Here t 
would beg leave to ask, 

J^trstj Is it possible for any human being to 
avoid doing an action which the Deity positively 
foreknew he would do ? Or to escape that eter- 
nal punishment which they mippose the Deity 
has ai^nexed as a penalty for the perpetration of 
these crimes I 

Secondly i Is it probable that the Deity wouk) 
use means to prevent any event which he posi- 
tively knew would infallibly come to pasa ? 

Thirdly i Is it possible for any human being 
to merit eternal salvation by any thing he can 
do or perform, without the efficacious assistance 
of the Deity ? . . 



Fourthly J Is it incur power to merits anflcMS^ 
raand this assialauce i . ' ■ . ' 
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Fifthly^ If the Deity pleases to "withhold this 
necessary aid, are we to be blamed and punish- 
ed eternally for not doing that ivhich the Cal- 
vinists confess it is impossible for us to perform? 

Although they confess our incapacity now^ 
they alledge that we were furnished with sufli* 
cient powers in Adamy our federal head, to ena- 
ble us to have kept the laws of God perfectly ; 
but as we were not in being at the time9 the 
Deity chose Adam as our representative to act 
for US) and if he had obeyed his Maker, and ful- 
filled his injunction, they presume that all his 
posterity would have been hiappy in consequence 
of his obedience ; but as. he transgressed, his 
guilt was imputed to all his posterity, whkh, they 
say, gave the Deity a juBt and equitable right 
to sentence and send the whole human race to 
eternal perdition 1 

But as it is impossible to vindicate the justice 
of imputing, the guilt of Adam's trangression to 
his posterity on any other pnnciple than that of 
his being our representative and head, cho9enhf 
God to act for us ; so, also, it is impossible that 
God intended any individual of the human race 
should suffer any real injury by a plan which 
h^Jtkad.Goncert^dl^n infinite wisdom and good- 
ness. He therefore had provided for us aa- 
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other and better head and representative instead 
of Adam ; to wit^ the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself a ramwnfQT aliy to be testified in 
due time.* 

St. Paul tells the Corinthians he would have 
them know that the head of every man is Chris ff 
•nd that the head of Christ is God^ This se<* 
corid connexion iff certainly preferable to the 
first ; for if Christ is the head of every man, he 
certainly will never resign any of his members 
to the devil, if he is possessed of wisdom and 
power to prevent it. He has already fulfilled 
the law for us, having suffered the penalty in 
our stead ; for, when by the offence of Adam 
judgmemt canie upon ail men to condemnation ^ 
even so, by the righteousness of our present 
glomus head^ the /ree gift came upon all men 
(fiantas anthrofiotis) unto th^ justification oilife4 
We are assured, that « as in ^dam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all bt made alive. And as 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heaven]y."|| Thai 
we find by these and a number of other passa* 
geaof scripture, that the enlirc work of 06^ 
salvation was, and is to be carried on, and finally . 

• 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. t 1 Cor. n. 3. J Rom, v. 
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compleated by firoxy. God in the first place 
chose Adam as our head and representative} 
without our knowledge or consent, who trans- 
gressed and fell without our agency or know- 
ledge. The guilt of his transgression is said to 
be imputed to us long before we existed ; not 
that the Deity intended that we should suffer 
any real inconvenience from the choice which 
he made for us by the appointment of a repre- 
sentative which he infallibly knew would trans- 
gress : for we are told that God hath conclu- 
ded us all in unbelief (why, that he might damn 
us all ?) No, by no means ; but that he might 
have mercy u/ion all,* 

To answer this just and benevolent purpose^ 
he had prepared another and better hectd and 
representative for us, long before we existed, 
by whose righteousness we are to be justified, 
and not by our own. 

« Now we know that what things soever the 
law saithjit saith to them who are under the law; 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God. Therefore by 
tbe deeds of the law, there shall no fiesh be justi- 
fied in his sight : for by the law is the knowledge 

* Rom. xi.a3. 
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of sin. But now the righteousness of God with- 
out the law is manifested, being witnessed by 
Jthe law and the prophets ; even the righteous- 
ness of God, which is, by faith of Jesus Christi 
unto ailf and upon all them that believe ; for 
tliere is no difference [no partiality.] For aU 
have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God ) being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation thi*ough 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
[not ours] for the remission of sins that are past 
through the forbearance of God : to declare, I 
say, at this time, his righteousness, that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting, then ? 
It is excluded. By what law ? Of works ? Nayi 
but by the law of faith. Therefore we con;, 
elude that a man is justified by faith without the 
deeds of the law. Is he the God of Jews only? 
Is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the 
Gentiles also."* 

By the above statement it appears, evidently^ 
that the first covenant which was made by God 
with Adam, as our federal head, was violated 
and broken without our knowledge or agency^ 

* Rom. iii. 19 to 30. 
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long before we existed. We could in this case 
be accounted cnminal only by means of the de- 
linquency of the agent which the Deity chose lo 
actyor U8 ; and therefore we could not be justly 
liable to God's *wrath and curse to all the mise- 
ries of this lifb) to death itself^ and to the pains 
"of hell forever. See the Westminster Gate- 
-chism. 

But in the covenant which God the Father 
made with Christ on our behalf, it is positively 
declared that we are to be justified and saved by 
the righteousness of Christ, and not by the 
deeds of the law ; that is, by any thing which 
we can perform to merit salvation ; therefore, 
if we miscarry a second time, it must happen 
through some defect in the plan, or by the de- 
linquency of our present federal head. 

If the imputation of the guilt of Adam's sin 
to his posterity be tenable or justifiable on any 
rational ground, it must be on condition of the 
full and free imputation of the perfect righteous- 
ness of Christ, our present headj to every indi- 
^dual descendant of Adam : for to impute the 
.ignlt of Adam's disobedience and transgression 
lo any individual who should be precluded from 
the benefit of Christ's obedience and perfect 
■ righteousness, would not only be unjust, but 



84 

extremely' cmel. This assertion requires no 
logical a^rgument to prove it, because it will be 
self-evident to every unprejudiced mind. But 
can any thing in nature be more monstrous^ 
than to suppose a God of Infinite goodness 
should send an infant into the world under his 
v)rath and curac^ loaded with imputed guilt....di- 
vested of the principles of moral rectitude.... 
the most helpless of the animal creation....de- 
void of every kind aRd degree of knowledge, be- 
ing an imitative animal, subject to be initiated 
into almost every vice and error....even before 
their own reason begins to dawn, they are liable 
to contract vicious habits, and acquire evil pro- 
pensities, which cannot be easily eradicated ! 
And in this deplorable condition many of therii 
are supposed to be deserted by the God that 
made them, and left without the efficacious op« 
erations of his spirit to extricate themselves 
£pom this labyrinth of evils or perish eternally ; 
to which the Partialists say, they are justly 
liable even for Adam's transgression. And they 
will not allow that our present inability can be 
plead in mitigation of our delinquencies or trans- 
gressions ; because, they alledgc, we had power 
given to us in Adam, but that we sinned in him, 
and fell with him, by which we lost it ; and that 
God was under no obligation to restore it, nor 
to remit any part of our duty, on account of our 
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morid inability. And as the coTenant of grace is 
€(mditional^2ts wcUas the covenant of works, there 
is still something which the sinner must do, to 
entitle him to the benefits resulting from it...'.- 
he must believe,„.he must have faith. Very 
true ;' he must believe ; but this, like every good 
we receive and enjoy, is also the gift of God. 
The Apostle tells the Ephesians, « For by grace 
ye are saved through faith ; and that no^ of your- 
selves, it is the gift of God ; not of works, least 
imy man should boast."' For it is evidently 
impossible for a person to believe any proposition 
whatever, until his understanding is convinced 
by the force of evidence, and then it is no long- 
er in his power to disbelieve or withhold hi9 
l»sent ; and it is also the peculiar prerogative 
of the Deity, not only to point out the object of 
our faith, which is Jesus of Nazareth, but also 
to furnish the evidence and the means of con- 
iFeying it to the remotest parts of the earth, so 
M to carry conviction to the mind of every man^ 
tither in this stage of action or at some future 
period. 

The object of our faith is declared by Peter, 
trhere he tells us. That there is none other name 
under Heaven given among men, whereby we 

♦Sphes. ii. 8, 9. 
H 
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must be saved, but that of Jesus of Nazaretb.* 
And St. Paul tells us, Romans x. 13, That 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved ; but asks in the next verse, HoW| 
tl^en, shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed ? And how shall they believe 
an him of whom they have not heard » And 
how shall they hear without a preacher ? And 
how shall they preach, except they be sent ? 
This being a plain statement of a very impor- 
tant case, we would ask those who are conver- 
sant in history and geography, 

Firsts Whether they do not firmly believe, 
that many millions have lived, and died without 
ever having heard the name of Jesus of Naza- 
reth mentioned ? 

Secondly f Whether any reasonable, unpreju- 
diced person can suppose it to be compatible 
with the infinite justice and benevolence of the 
Deity, to sentence these ignorant millions to 
eternal perdition for not believing in him, and 
i:alling upon his name for mercy, of whom they 
had never heard, and to whom no preacher had 
ever been sent ? 



• Acts i v. 12* 
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Thirdly^ Is it possible that the first opportu* 
nity afforded to them of the means whereby 
they might have been saved, will be when they 
are aroused from the sleep of death, and sum* 
moned before the judgment-seat to receive their 
sentence to eternal perdition, for not having 
heard of, believed on, or called upon the name 
of the Lord Jesus, which they never had heard 
mentioned ? 

This certainly will never be the fate of these 
poor mortals who died ignorant of the means of 
salvation. Because we are told in Philippians, 
and in other parts of scripture, that there shall 
be a time, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.* 
And we have the testimony of John, that, "Whom- 
soever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born 
jofGod."t 

« Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God."| 

^ That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 

. f Phil. ii. 10. 1 1 John v. 1. 4 1 John iv. I5. 
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that God hath raised him from the dead^ thoa 
shalt be saved."* 

** And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved/'t 

<< And it shall come to pass afterward, that I 
will pour out my spirit upon all fleeh ; and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy ; your 
old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions ; and also upon the servants, 
and upon the handmaids, in tliose days will I 
|>our out my spirit. And I will shew wonders 
in the heavens, and in the earth, blood) and firei 
iLnd pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned 
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before 
the great and the terrible day of the Lord come. 
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall 
ceil on the name o£ the Lord shall de delivered,**^ 

By what is revealed in this prophesy, it ap-» 
pears that there will be an uncommon out-pour- 
ing of the spirit upon aU flesh before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord, that even the me- 
nial servants shall be inspired ; which will, 
doubtless, be one means of diffusing that uni- 
versal knowledge of the Lord, which is promis** 

* Rom. jL. 9. t Acts ii. 2h 4 Joel ii. 28 toS% 
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cd in the 51st chapter of Jeremiah, and the 8lh 
chapter of Hebrews, until all shall know him 
from the least of them to the greatest of them. 
But if it should be alledged that these gracious 
promises are made only to those who may be 
living at that time; and that these poor, ignorant 
beings, who never had heard the name of Jesus 
mentioned while living on earth, nor until they 
are summoned to appear before him at the last 
day, and are then told that the personage seated onr 
the throne to judge the world is Jesus of Naza- 
reth, the Son of God, who had been sent by his 
Father to be the Saviour of the worldy and that 
he had frequently and solemnly promised to 
save all those who should believe that he is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and call on his name 
for mercy ; we ask, can any rational being 
doubt that they will most firmly believe that he 
is the Son of God, or suppose that they will not 
be disposed to call upon him with fervency to 
save them also ? And if they embrace the first 
opportunity that has ever been offered to them 
of believing in, and calling upon, the name of 
the Lord for mercy, is it not most probable 
thikt he will fulfil his promise to them, by sav- 
ing them both from the guilt and sting of sin, 
and protecting them from misery ? For he has 
promised to forgive their iniquity, and remcm- 
bir their sin no more. But notwithstanding 
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ll^e numerous declarations in scripture to the 
contrary, there are numbers who appear to be 
extremely anxious to limit the benevolence of 
the Deity towards the human species to this 
life or present stage of action, who alledge that 
all those who die impenitent, or that are nol; 
regenerated in this life, are abandoned by tha 
Deity, and forever precluded from receiving any 
benefit by the mediation of Christ, who gave 
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time, who came on purpose to seek and to save 
that which was lost ;* and to be the Saviour of 
the world ;t and who, in the progress of this 
important work, has tasted death for every man,\ 
Isaiah, proclaiming the universal invitation of 
his God, says, <' Look unto me and be ye saved 
all the ends of the earth ; for I am God, and 
there is none else. I have sworn by myself) 
the word has gone out of my mouth in righte^* 
ousness, and shall not return, that unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 
Ip the Lord shall all the seed of latxiel hejusti'^ 
fied^ and shall glery."|| This prophesy is re* 
peated and explained) wherefore God hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name ; that at the name 

• Luke xix. 10. \ 1 John Ir. 14. \ U«h. ii. 9, 
H Iw. adv. 22, 23, 25, 
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of Jesud every knee should bow, and every 
tongue confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father.* 

*< Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God) God dwelleth in him, and he in 

God/'t 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. f 

<< And it shall come to pass, that ivhosoever 
shall call on the nume of the Lord) shall be de« 
livered.''|l 

Here we find Isaiah, in the name of God» 
proclaiming a promise of salvation to all ineriy 
even to the ends of the earth ; and^ to induce 
them to -confide in his gracious promisey he 
ponfirms it by a solemn oath, saying, that unto 
him every knee should bow, and every tongue 
should swear ; and concludes with a promisc» 
that in the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be 
justified, and shall glory. But St. Paul, proba« 
Uy foreseeing that many false teachers would 

. • PhiU ii. 9, 10, II. t ^ Jo^» i^' 1^* \ ^^"^ *• ^ 
.||lotlii.3% ^ 
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arise, who would take great pains to limit the 
goodness and universal benevolence of the De-' 
ity to a few individuals of their own sect, and 
damn all those who did not implicitly believe 
their tenets, has taken some pains to render the 
promise more explicit. He tells us, that God 
hath highly exalted the Saviour of the world, 
and given him a name above every other name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, and every tongue should confess that Je- 
sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther. But least they should construe the gene- 
ral terms every knee^ and every tongue^ to mean 
those of a few individuals only, he includes the 
whole creation by comprehending all that are 
in Heaven^ and that are on earthy or that are 
under the earth. 

We would now ask any rational, unprejudiced 
person, if they can possibly believe, that when 
the whole human race are upon their knees be- 
fore the throne of the benevolent Jesus, confess- 
ing him to be their Lord to the glory of God, 
and swearing allegiance to him as their lawful 
sovereign, and most fervently calling upon him 
ifor mercy, that he will then spurn them from 
his presence, and sentence them to suffer eter- 
nal torments ? No ; it la impossible : fof the 
same Jesus sits judge who prayed for his muf« 
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derers I He that was sent to be the Saviour of 
the world) not to condemn it^ and also to destroy 
the works of the devil ;* which works, are al« 
lowed by all to be sin, and misery its natural 
consequence ; andnot to perpetuate and establish 
the kingdom and dominion of the devil, to be 
equal in duration and stability with the kingdom 
of hisFather. The benevolent parent of mankind 
sent his beloved Son into the world to accom« 
I^ish two very important purposes, to wit, to be 
the Saviour of the world, and to destroy the 
works of the devil. But if he should establish 
the kingdom of the devil, and fierfietuate nn and 
vuMery by consigning millions of the souls which 
God declares he had made for himself, to the 
permanent dominion of his most implacable en< 
tmji to sin and suffer eternally, is it not demon* 
strably evident that he would act diametrically 
contrary to the purpose of his mission, by pre* 
serving and perpetuating the vforkM of the dcvtl^ 
and consigning the works of his Father to evetu 
lasting destruction, even the souls which he haa 
made ? But if he is the same God yesterday, to* 
day, and forever, this deplorable consummation 
of all things will never be realized. For Christ 
ittlb us to ask> and it shall be given you ; seeft^ 
tnd ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be open* 

.* 1 Johniii. 8. 
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edunto you* for everyone that asketh, receir- 
elh ; and he that seeketh, findeth ; and to him 
that knocketh, it Bhall be opaicdJ^ 

Christ presuming that the Jews were not so 
arrogant as to pretend to be more bountiful than 
his Father, asks them, If a son shall a&kbreait 
of any of you being a father, will he give him a 
-stone I Or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give 
him a serpent ? Or if he shall ask an egg, wiU 
he ofier him a scorpion ?....He then concludes 
by asking them, If ye then being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the holy 
spirit to them that ask him ! 

But in order to destroy the consolations which 
might be derived from these gracious promise% 
and evade and invalidate the arguments ground- 
ed thereon in support of the divine benignity of 
our heavenly Father, our opponents contend^ 
thatthe infinite benevolence of the Deity towards 
the human race is limited and confined to this 
life, during which period we must be convinced, 
converted, and regenerated, otherwise his divint 
love will be converted into the most implacable 
hatred and interminable cruelty • They affirm 

♦ Luke xi. 9, 10. 
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that the door of mercy will be eternally closed 
against all those who die impenitent ;• but who- 
ever will discard prejudice^ and read the vision 
of the dry bones, with a desire to discover the 
real disposition of our heavenly Father towards 
his children, will find sufficient evidence to con- 
vince them that the mercy of God endurethy&r- 
ever ; and that his loving kindness is not with- 
drawn from those who have died in their sins. 
God conducts the nrophet in a vision to a valley 
full of dry bones, and after he had viewed them^ 
the Lord asked him, Son of man, can these bones 
live ? As we now ask, Is it possible that those 
ivho have died in sin should ever be revived by 
the power of God to a life of righteousness and 
peace? 

It appeared as improbable to the prophet, 
that these dry bones should live, as it now does 
to the greatest number of our Clergy, that a 
dead sinner should ever be raised by the power 
of God to live a life of righteousness. He there- 
fore evades giving his opinion, and answers, O 
Lord God thou knowest! But the greatest 
number of pur prophets are not so diffident as 
Ezekiel; for they determine positively, that 
dead sinners cannot be raised and taken into 
^voiir by God. He however prophesied as he 
Vfts commanded, and the breath came into 
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thein, and they lived, and stood up upon their 
feet an exceeding great array. Then he sud 
unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel : behold, they say, our bones are 
dried, and our hope is lo8t....we are cut off ior 
OUT parks. Therefore prophesy and say unto 
them, thus saith the Lord God, Behold, O my 
people, I will open your graves j and cause you 
to come up out of your graves^ and bring yoa 
kito the land of Israel ; and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves^ 
O my people, and brought you up out of your 
graves ; and shall put my spirit in you, and ye 
shall live, and I shall place you in your own 
land : then shall ye know that I the Lord haver 
spoken it, and performed it, saith the Lord*— • 
And say unto them, thus saith the Lord God, 
behold I will take the children of Israel from 
among the heathen, whither they be gone, and 
X will gather them on every side, and bring thei» 
into their own land. And I will make them one 
nation in the land upon the nlbuntains of Israel, 
and one king shall be king to them all, and they 
shall no more be two nations. See. And David, 
wy servant, shall be king over them, and they 
shall hare one shepherd : and they shall also 
walk in my judgments, and observe my statutesy 
and do them. Moreover I will make a cove- 
nant of peace with them, it shallbe an everlasN 
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iog covenant with them, and I \vill place thenii 
and multiply them, and I will set my sanctuary 
in the midst of them for evermore. Yea, I wiU 
be their Godj and they ehall be my people.* 

Presuming that it will not be alledged, that 
the Lord was mistaken when he told the prophet, 
saying, Son of man, these dones are the fvAoie 
house of Jhraely I shall proceed to observe, that 
the Deity has promised, in the most explicit, un- 
equivocal language, to raise the whole posterity 
of Jacob up out of their graves, who may have 
died, until the period when this prophesy shall 
be fulfilled, and bring them, together with all 
their brethren who may be living in exile, and 
place them in their own land ; when they shall 
(brever afterwards be united in one kingdom. 
He then declares, that he will make an everlast* 
iog covenant of peace with them, and promises 
twice in this chapter, that he will be their God> 
and that they «hall be his people^ 

As our intention in citing this chapter is to 
prove that God does not abandon those to the 
permanent dominion of the devil v.'ho may die 
|D an unregenerated state, in order, therefore, to 
Ascuss and dertermine tliis important proposi- 

.. . • Ez«k. xMvii. 1, 10, 11 to 14, 21, 24, 26, 27. 
I 
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tion fairly, it behoves us candidly to examine the 
Jewish history, and judge from the information 
which we collect there, whether it is certain, or 
even probable, that all the Jews who shall be 
raised from their graves at that period had been 
regenerated previous to their death ; for if they 
were not converted, but had died in their sinsi 
it demonstrably follows, that their heavenly Fa- 
ther will not abandon them to eternal perdition, 
because they had not believed in the Saviour of 
the world in this life; because he has promised 
(who is faithful to perform) to make an everlast* 
ing coTcnant of peace with them. ...to put his 
spirit into them... .and that he will be their God, 
and that they shall be his fieofilc. 

Whoever can seriously doubt or dispute the 
reality of this predicted resurrection and posthu^ 
mous restoration to the favour of God, may, with 
ms much propriety, doubt the reality of every 
other, even that of Lazarus ; for none are so 
particularly narrated. But if any Partialist, who 
has not been in the habit of estimating the be^ 
Dignity of the Deity as highly as we have done, 
should conceive, that in construing this chapter 
we have exaggerated and crverrated his goodneai 
and clemency^ we ai»e willing to hear what thcf 
have to say on the subject. But if they should 
prove successful in their attempt to convioce 
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us that there is not (even one) truly benerolcnt 
character in the universe^ we shall not cease to 
lament the deplorable condition of all intelligent 
beings. 

But if any farther evidence were necessary to 
establish the benevdlent disposition and charac- 
ter of the Deity, who hasbeeUf and still is, repr 
resented to be a cruel> partial, vindictive, inex« 
orable being, we are furnished with an ample 
refutation of this groundless calumny in the 16th 
chapter of Ezekiely where he promises, in the 
most explicit terms, that he will yet have mercf 
upon the inhabitants of Sodom^ Samaria, and 
Jerusalem, to be pacified towards them, and to 
establish an everlasting covenant with them ; 
but as he perfectly knew the propensity that 
would prevail in the latter ages to pervert and 
explain away the true meaning of all the prom* 
ises of redemption and restoration, which he 
made to those who had died in an unregene rat- 
ed state, and as his receiving the Sodomites in- 
to his favour appeared to be the most improba- 
Ucy to prevent misconstruction, or the possibil- 
ity of mistake, he has given a geographical de» 
icription of both Samaria and Sodom in the 46th 
verse) that 4s, that Samaria lies on the left hand, 
and Sodom on the right hand, and, as if anxious 
to illdeotify the very people to whom this prom* 
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ise of restoration is made, he describes a num- 
ber of the crimes of which they had been guilty. 
49. Behold this was the iniquity of tliy sister 
Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance 
of idleness was in her, and in her daughters ; 
neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor 
and needy. 50. And they were haughty, and 
committed abomination before me ; therefore I 
took them away as I saw good. — [Alluding to 
their being destroyed by fire.] In the 47th and 
48th verses, he declares in the most explicit 
terms, and solemn manner, that the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem were more corrupted in all their 
ways, than the inhabitants of Sodom had been : 
yet he graciously promises in the 53d versCf 
When I shall bring again their captivity, the 
captivity of Sodom, and her daughters, and the 
captivity of Samaria and her daughters, then will 
J bring again the captivity of thy captives in the 
tnidst of them. And again in the 55ih verses 
When thy sister Sodom and her daughters shall 
return to their former estate, and Samaria and 
her daughters shall return to their former es- 
tate, then thou and thy daughters shall return 
to your former estate. 60. Nevertheless, I will 
femember my covenant with thee in the days of 
thy youth, and 1 will establish unto thee an ev- 
erlasting covenant. 61. Then thou shalt re* 
incumber thy waysi and be ashamed) when thoo 
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shalt receive thy sisters^ thine elder and thy 
younger,^ and I will give them unto thee for 
daughters^but not by thy covenant. 

Now it is known, that all the inhabitants of 
Sodom (except Lot and his family) were con- 
sumed by fire from Heaven ; yet these are tlie 
very people to whom the promise of restoration 
is madc} for the Lord pointedly alludes to 
them, by hinting at the signal manner in which 
he took them away, as he saw good* 

This is another explicit promise of posthu- 
mous restoration made to a people who, it is al- 
lowed by all, were cut off in an unregenerated 
state, which we believe will puzzle the greatest 
proficient in the art of explaining away the lite* 
ral and grammatical meaning of any text, or 
passage of scripture, which does not accord 
with their established systems, to invalidate. 
We have heard of one clever, smart fellow» 
who has undertaken to invalidate this promise, 
by alledging that this long chapter is only a 
pleasant piece of raillery....that when the Lord 
promises in the 5Sd verse, that when he shall 
bring again the captivity of Sodom and Samuria^ 
that he would then bring again the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the midst of them, he was only 
. Ipeaking ironically to tantalize them ; but never 
I2 . 
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intended to restore either of then*. . When peo- 
ple wish to be deceived, the shadbw-ofa^n argu- 
ment is sufficient for the purpoie^ / ^^ i: 

Ibut it is not in the Old Testament alone, nor to 
the posterity of Jacob in particular, nor to those 
who may be livings at Christ's second coming, 
that these gracious promises are made, but also 
in the New Testament, to those who had been 
dead for ages, even the inKabitahts^rtllfe afiti- 
deluvian world, who had i>erished in the uni- 
versal deluge. We are explicitly told in the 
Sd and 4lh chapters of the first general epistle 
of Peter, That Christ hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God ; being put to death in the ilesh> but 
quickened by the spirit, by which also he went 
and preached unto the spirits in prison, ^hich 
sometime were disobedient, wlien once the long 
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah 
while the ark was preparing, wherein eight souls 
were saved by water. " Who shall give ac- 
count to him that is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead ; for, for this cause was the gos- 
pel preached also to them that are dead, that 
they might be judged according to men in the 
fleshf but live according to God in the spirit,"* 

•iP€t.iv.5,e. 
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Had we not been acquainted with the almost 
invincible influence of the prejudice of an early 
eduA|ion over the faculties of the human mind» 
we should have thought it almost impossible to 
mistake the Apostle's meaning. It is evident 
that he intended to inform those to whom he 
wrote, that Christ had once suffered for the sins 
of mankind, the just for the unjust, with the 
most merciful and benevolent design to recdh- 
cile and bring us to God....that he was put to 
death in the flesh, but reanimated by the spirit.... 
that he (Christ) when an unembodied spirit^ 
went and preached the gospel to the spirits in 
prison, thafris, to the spirits of the inhabitants 
of the old world, who, for their disobedience in 
the days of Noah, had been drowned in the uni- 
versal deluge. And as these people (in common 
with the rest of mankind) were all to be ac- 
countable to him who was appointed to judge 
both the quick, and the dead, impartial justice 
required that they should have equal advanta- 
ges with those who had heard the gospel in the 
flesh ; that is, previous to their death. This is the 
particular pointed reason which is given in the 
6th verse, why the goafiel should also hc/ireach^ 
ed to them that are deady to wit, that as they 
were accountable to the same Judge, and were 
to be tried by the same rule or law, they should 
haye equal advantages with those who had 
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heard the gospel on earth previous to their 
death, or, as it is lermed, in the fiesh, so that 
they might thereby be prepared to live accord* 
ing to the vrill of God, as it is revealed by his 
spirit in the gospel. 

People ever have been, and probably ever 
will be, anxious to dive into futurity, and en- 
de*avour to discover where, and how they shall 
be accommodated when they quit this stage of 
action. We shall notice only three different 
opinions which are entertained on this subject. 

Firsty Those who charge the Deitf with hav- 
ing made a partial election, by choosing some 
to everlasting life by an eternal, immutable de- 
cree, and reprobating others without respect to 
the merit or demerit of the parties ; so that one 
class is constrained to be happy, and the other 
compelled to be miserable I Those of this sect 
fondly imagine, that the moment the soul of 
the elected (among which number they gene* 
rally include themselves) leaves the body, it im- 
mediately wings its way to Heaven, escorted by 
a troop of angels ; but that the soul of the rep- 
robate is dragged off to hell by a troop of devils 
as their undisputed property, it having been 
created on purpose for this destination^ 
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Were it possible for unbiassed reason to be- 
lieve this to be a true representation of the con- 
duct of the Deity towards the human speciest 
first to reprobate them by an eternal decree, 
prior to their existence, or the possibility of 
their having offended him, and to send their 
souls immediately after death into the infernal 
regions, there to commence a series of unremit- 
ting tortures, which shall never end ; we ask, 
would not this be treating an human being worsa 
in all respects (who had not transgressed) than 
the devils, who are punished for actual open re- 
bellion against their God ? For we do not learn 
from scripture, that they are either so closely 
and constantly confined, or so unremittingly 
punished, as they suppose the souls of the rep- 
robates are. 

The following is a summary of their scheme, 
to wit, the Deity creates reprobates, and permits 
the devil to tempt them to sin ; which, being 
an infinite evil, is so detestable to the Deity, that 
it excites in him infinite anger and displeasure 
against the sinner, which, in their opinion, jus- 

' tifies the infiictioh of an infinite, eternal punish* 

* xnent of the sinner. 

' If the sins committed on earth are infinitely 
displeasing to God, the sins perpetrated in Ml 
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must also produce the same effect; for change of 
place can neither alter the nature of the crime, 
nor of the consequent offence. And as" we con- 
ceive it to be impossible that a being continually 
under the influence of infinite displeasure can 
be happy, we must conclude, from these pre- 
mises, that the devil will ultimately have the 
malicious pleasure of keeping the Deity in one 
constant, uninterrupted fit of infinite displeasure 
But the condition of the poor human beings, 
with an angry God on one hand, and a malicious 
devil on the other^ must be truly deplorable in* 
deed. 

If the original design of this scheme had. 
been to propagate and perpetuate sin and mis* 
cry, and to stock the infernal regions with in» 
habitants, we should have acknowledged it to 
be most judiciously contrived to answer thes^ 
purposes : but we are told by the Parti alista, 
that the Deity htd concerted this plan in infinite 
wisdom for his own glory. This we cannot be« 
lieve, as we humbly conceive that purchasing 
glory by the eternal discomposure of the Cre« 
ator, and the eternal misery of millions of his 
creatures, appears more like the device of faHi» 
ble men, than the scheme of an infinitely mer* 
ciful God. And we frankly acknowledge our- 
selves to be so blind^ that we cannot perceive 
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fifom whence the glory is to be derived to com- 
pensate for the sacrifice of so much peace and 
happinesS) and the introduction ^nd fierfleCuation 
of such a deluge of sin and misery. 

Secondly y Others believe that the «ouIs of the 
righteous and the wicked lie dormant and insen- 
sible until the general resurrection, when they 
are all tried, and receive their different sen- 
tences ; some to eternal life, and others to eter- 
nal damnation. These deny that Christ, after 
his crucifixion, went and preached the gospel 
to the spirits in prison, as related In the third 
and fourth chapters of the first general epistle 
.of St. Peter, or that God, by the blood of Christ's 
covenant, has ever released any of the prisoners 
out of the pit, wherein is no water.* 

Thirdly^ Some of the Universalists bellevef 
that as Christ was sent to be the Saviour of the 
world, and has, in consequence, tasted death fop 
every man, that he will not suffer any one to 
perish eternally, for whom he died. But as they 
conceive that the final sentence will not be pass- 
ed on either the regenerate or unregenerate 
undl the general judgement, except, perhaps, 
ia a few, instances, he has provided a place for 

* Z^clu iZf lit 
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their residence, \ehere the good may improve 
in knowledge and virtue, and the unre gener- 
ated placed in a salvable state, susceptible of 
reformation and reconciliation to their heavenly 
Father, by the means which will be employed 
by Christ for this gracious purpose ; who hath 
already reconciled God to the world ; and now 
God is in Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not imfiuiing their tresfiaaaea unto them.* 

But as curiosity is seldom satisfied while any 
thing remains to be discovered respecting futu- 
rity, they wish to know where this residence for 
departed souls may be found. This the Deity 
has not revealed ; but that there is such a resi- 
dence for the purpose, has been the opinion o{ 
almost all the nations of antiquity, and we have 
sufficient intimations in scripture to convince 
us of the real existence of such a place. In 
Zech. ix. 10, 1 1 . speaking of the advantages 
accruing even to the heathen by the death of 
Christ, he says, As for thee also, whose cove- 
nant is by blood, I have sent forth thy prisoners 
out of the pit, wherein is no water. 

Isaiah, in the 49th chapter, and 9th verse, 
represents those who are confined there, as pris- 

• 2 Cor. V. 18, 19. 
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oners in a dark place ; but shews that Christ is 
commissioned to release them. In the 2Sihy 
he promises that the captives of the mighty 
shall be taken away^ and the prey of the terrible 
shall be delivered. 

** I the Lord have called thee in righteous* 
ness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
for a light to the Gentiles ; to open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prisoUf 
2ifid them that sit in darkness out of the prison^ 
house."* 

<< The spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; 
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek ; he hath sent me 
to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim Iv* 
berty to tjbe captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound."t 

<^ And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
tbe Lord shall punish the host of the high ones 
that are on high, and the kings of the earth 
upon the earth. And they shall be gathered 
together as prisoners are gathered in the pit, 
and shall be •hut up in the ftriaon [or dungeon] 
and afker many days shall they be visited.''^ 

• Ita. zlii. 6, r. 1 1^ bL^- ^- \ !»• »iv. SI, 22. 
K 
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In a translation from the Syriac BiblC) the 
passage reads thus : " In that very day Jehovah 
shall visit upon the sublime powers in the su* 
Wimity (or sublime place) and upon the earthly 
kings in the earth ; and assemblies shall assem- 
ble over the imprisoned ; and after a multitude 
of days they shall be delivered,'' 

It is recorded by Luke, that Christ was cru- 
cified between two malefactors, one of whom 
railed on him, but the other rebuked his fellow- 
culprit, and prayed to Christ to remember him 
when he came to his kingdom ; and Jesus said 
unto him, verily, I say unto thee, to-day shalC 
thou be with me in paradise.* 

This promise was made on Friday evenings 
and was. undoubtedly literally fulfilled, as it is 
most probable that the spirit or soul of Christ 
^ went immediately to preacli the gospel to the 
«piritsof the inhabitants* of the old world, who, 
for their disobedience in the days of Noah, had 
been drowned in the universal deluge, and took 
the soul of the malefactor with him^ agreeably 
to his promise. 

We are not ignorant that some of the Par- 
tialists have contended, that by the paradise men* 

* Lttke xxiii. 43. 
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tloned here, the paradise of God in HeaveA is 
intended. But this opinion is positively refuted 
by what is recorded in the 20th chapter of JohOi 
16th and 17th verses. When Mary Magdalene 
went to the sepulchre on Sunday morning, and 
saw and conversed with Jesus, he said unto her, 
Touch me not, for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father, but go to my brethren^ and say unto 
them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father, 
and to my God, and your God. It is therefore 
as certain as testimony can render any fact, that 
Jesus had not been in Heaven from Friday^ 
when he made the promise^ until Stmday mom* 
ing, when he conversed with Mary ; and as 
certain that the soul of the malefactor could not 
have been in Heaven with him ; and, in conse- 
quence, if the paradise intended was Heaven, 
the promise could not possibly have been fulfil- 
led. It therefore evidently follows, that the pa- 
radise alluded to in the promise, was the paradise 
in Hades (whither Lazarus was conveyed by an- 
gels into Abraham's bosom) which probably con- 
sists of districts suited to the merits and acquire- 
ments of the various inhabitants ; where the 
good may improve in knowledge and virtue, and 
suitable means be employed to reform the vicious. 

**Here Abraham (before the death of Christ) 
Was supposed to preside as the head of the fat- 
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mWy of all the faithful ; and, as it seems, in pa- 
triarchal honours a representative of Christ : 
for under his patronage it jnay be presumed 
these blessed souls had a hopeful expectation of 
the time of our Saviour's resurrection, when his 
heavenly sanctuary should be opened, and 
themselves received into the presence of God."* 

Of this we therefore read, Luke xvi. 2% 
S3. That Lazarus wa% seen in it by the rich 
man, enjoying the comforts of the faithful 
Abraham. That in Saul or Hades there is a^ 
place of residence^ for happy souls, is again 
evident from Gen. xxxvii. 35. I shall descend 
unto my son mourning into Seol, Saul, or Ha* 
des. It is plain that Jacob expected to meet 
his son after death, since he says, I shall go 
down to my son : but he did not expect that 
his body should go down to his son's body, be% 
cause his son's body having been, in his beliei^ 
devoured by beasts, was not supposed by him 
to be in \he grave ; therefore the expectatioQ 
in Jacob of going to his Eon after death, argues 
. that he supposed a place where the departed 
souls of men resided, where his son's soul then 
was ; and where his own, when dead, should 
find him. 

* Dr. Stonehouse.. 
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Again, since it cannot be thought that Jacob 
expected either that himself, after death, should 
go into a state of torment, or that his son'8 w$lii 
was then in such a state, he must have under* 
stood by the word Saul, or Hades, some happy 
region, the residence of blessed souls after thcif 
bodies are deposited in the grave* 

We therefore conclude, that the paradise in- 
tended in the promise was that which the Jews 
called Abraham's paradise, and sometimes 
Abraham's bosom, where Lazarus found a 
peaceful asylum,* and where it is probable that 
the soul of David remained in the days of the 
Apostles. See Acts ii. 34. 

Upon the whole, taking both scripture and 
reason for our guide, we think it extremely im- 
probable that the souls of the regenerate go im- 
mediately to Heaven, or that the souls of the 
unregenerate go immediately into a place of 
exquisite torment ; but we conceive that every 
intelligent being must be unhappy as long a». 
they continue to be vicious ; as we conceive 
msery and disorder to be the natural and neces-- 
wry consequence of vice. 



♦ Luke xvi. 23. 
K 2 



114 

We have every reason to believe this to be 
our first stage of action ; and as we are sent in* 
to the world with power or faculties of mind 
capabler of improvement) but entirely destitute 
of every kind and degree of knowledge. If wc 
therefore reason from experience, which is our 
surest guide, we have not even the shadow of 
probability to induce us to believe that the De- 
ity will furnish us with any innate or intuitive 
knowledge in the next, or any subsequent stage 
of our existence. Every being except the De- 
ity (whose knowledge is infinite) must be con* 
tented to gain it progressively ; even the Sa- 
viour of the world made his entrance into it, like 
other children, and gained knowledge progres- 
sively, and was thirty years old before he be- 
came a public teacher. Now as God did not 
furnish him with innate or intuitive know- 
ledge, we have no reasonable ground to ex- 
pect that he will furnish our minds in this way^ 
at any future period of our existence ; which) 
instead of being a real blessing, would deprive 
us of much mental happiness, as the ingenious 
mind is exceedingly gratified by every new 
discovery made by its own operations. 

But if we could, even in imagination, attend 
the ceremony of the introduction of one of our 
greatest men into the court of Heaven^ in pres* 
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ence of the great Creator and Governor of the 
universe^ and myriads of celestial spirits, would 
he Hot feel more embarrassed} and many mil- 
lion times less qualified to appear theiae than 
the most ignorant sayage would be to take a 
seat in the most learned society ? Would not 
astonishment derange his mental faculties ?.... 
Or would not a sense of his extreme igno- 
rance sink him into despondency ? What should 
we think of the conduct of a preceptor, who 
should transfer his pupils from the A. B. C. 
class, to the senior class in College ? Is it not 
•more reasonable, and more agreeable to scrip- 
ture, to suppose that we shall be gradually pre- 
pared for such an astonishing scene by degrees? 
Christ informed his disciples, that in his Fa- 
ther's house there was many mansions, proba- 
bly suited to the improvement made by indi- 
viduals in this stage of action, and suitable pro- 
vision made for their farther progress in the 
knowledge of future scenes, and the exercises 
in which they were next to be employed. 

Was it for this purpose that the spirit tt 
Christ, after his crucifixion, went and preached 
the gospel, that is, glad tidings to the spirits in 
prison, who had not heard the gospel in the 
flesh? And have we not the most T'^^^^tfT^ 
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mise in the 3 1st chapter of Jeremiah, that the 
Lord will teach us in such an effectual manner^ 
that all shall know him from the least to the 
greatest, when he will forgive our iniquity, and 
remember our sin no more ? And in the 37th 
chapter of Ezekiel, we have a very particular 
account of the method which our gracious Cre- 
atojkwill take to prepare the posterity of Jacob 
byaegrees for this glorious translation j which 
we wish the Partialists to read with attention; 
for there the Lord promises, in the most une- 
quivocal terms, that he will raise them up out 
of their graves, and put his spirit into them.— 
.replace them in their own land as one nation.... 
and that David shall again be their king, who 
will be capable to instruct them in many things 
relative to futurity, much better than when he 
presided over them formerly. 

It is certain that this prophesy has not yet 
been fulfilled, but it will be accomplished befoie 
the commencement of the millenium, when 
Christ himself shall preside, and be the instruc- 
tor of the human race for one thousand years, 
at the expiration of which period it is probable 
that many will be much better qualified to make 
their appearance in Heaven, than they would 
be if they were to be immediately transmitted 
thither, from this present stage of existence. 
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Soring an intennission of two Tnonths, in 
iRfhich time weakness deterred me from writing, 
' I was favoured with the perusal of a circular 
letter written by the Kent and Sussex Associ« 
ation of Baptist Churches ; who profess to main- 
tain the important doctrine of three equal per- 
sons in the divine essence...*etemal and personal 
election to holiness here, and eternal life here- 
after....the original guilt and depravity <^||fep* 
kind ....particular Tedemption....free justmcation 
by the imputed righteousness of Christ alone..^. 
efficacious grace in regeneration....and the per- 
severance of the saints to eternal glory. And 
aiso of a book containing the principles and doc* 
trinea of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America. In the 60th page of which, they havo 
undertaken to give us their doctrine or opinion 
of predestination, election, and reprobation. As 
both these schemes differ essentially from the 
Calvinistic hypothesis, I shall attempt to give a 
concise analysis of each in succession, that they 
may be more conveniently compared. Although 
much has been already said to expose the in- 
consistency of the Calvinistic scheme, new ab- 
surdities present themselves upon every re-ex- 
amination. 

Calvin defines predestination to be ^^the eter- 
nal decree of God, wherebjUhe had it determin- 
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cd with himself what he 'tvilled to become erf ct- 
ery man ; for all are not created to like estate, 
but some to eternal life, and some to eternal 
damnation is fore-appointed. Therefore, as ev- 
ery man is created to one or other end, so we 
say that he is predestinate either to life or death. 
This counsel, as touching the elect, we say \ 
grounded upon his free mercy, without respect 
t|||fe|A worthiness of man. But whom he ap- 
pffiffih to damnation, to them by his just, in« 
deed, and irreprehensible, but also incompre* 
hensible judgement, the entry of life is blocked 
up ! Now in the elect, we set vocation to be 
the testimony of election, and then justification 
to be another sign on the manifest shewing of it| 
till they come to glory, wherein is the fulfilling 
of it. But as by vocation and election God ma* 
keth his elect, so by shutting out the reprobate 
either from the knowledge of his name, or tfaje 
sanctification of his spirit, he doth, as it were» 
by these marks, open what judgement abideth 
for them.'* Which, according to his scheme* 
would be judgement contrary to the eternal 
principles of both justice and mercy. 

Whenever a man can be prevailed upon tt 
abandon the use of his reason so far as to believft 
that a just and merciful God did ever create even 
one human being on purpose to damn him eter- 
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nall/i the business is complete ; he is now a 
true disciple> properly prepared and qualified to 
believe any thing. They can believe, that the 
decrees of God are his eternal purpose accord- 
ing to the council of his own tw7/, whereby, for 
his own glory, he Yi2Xh fore-ordained whatsoever 
cMfr*es to pass ; rapes, robberies, murders, sod- 
tffny, and all the abominable, filthy crimes that 
have ever been committed by mankind. Th^ 
can believe, that after the Deity had established 
every possible evejit by absolute immutable de- 
eree9y and determined the fate of every human 
being by the decrees of election and reprobation, 
he instituted a decefitive system offirobation by 
constituting Adam the head and representative 
of all his posterity, and entering into a covenant 
with him, that on the sole condition of his ab- 
staining from eating the forbidden fruit, the 
whole human race should enjoy an happy im- 
mortality ; but if he transgressed, death tempoi- 
ral, spiritual, and eternal, should be the fate of 
all his posterity, who were not of the elected 
number. They can believe, that although every 
possible event vf^isjixed and predetermined by 
ctemal,immutablc decrees, and the positive fore- 
knowledge of God, that Adam acted as ^Lfree^ 
unbiassed, moral agent, because he was entirely 
ignorant of both the secret decree^ and the abso- 
tate prescience of God. But when Advn trans- 
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gressed, as they believe it was positively decreed 
that he should, for they positively deny that 
God left any thing contingent, that is, which 
might, or might not happen, they believe that 
all his poster! ty (who were not elected) lost com- 
munion with God, are under his wrath and cursci 
and so made liable to all the miseries of tlA 
life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell f» 
ejer. And their preceptor Calvin says, that in- 
fants bring their damnation out of their moth- 
er's bellies ! They can believe, that Christ ful- 
filled the law in behalf of the elect only, which 
are denominated his sheep, for whom alone he 
ra;ade an atonement, and left the goats (which he 
had reprobated, and consigned to the devil by an 
eternal, immutable decree, divested of all moral 
ability) subject to the dominion of tlie law of 
works, by which the scriptures declare, in posi- 
tive terms, that no flesh shall be justified, and 
argue in the true Hibernian style, that although 
the descendants of Adam lost a power which 
they never had, about five or six thousand years 
before they were bom, which might have ena- 
bled them to keep the law. 

" That though man by his fall hath lost his 

strength to keep the law, God hath not lost his 

power, nor the law its force or authority. No 

, allowance can be made or indeed given to 
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to do amiss. If he fuils in one point cf i!ic law, 
the law is broken, and charges the guilty sin- 
ner with a breach of the whole. The terms in 
this are always the same, obey perfectly^ oi die 
ttcrnallyr^ 

,We behold in the above opinion, a true pic- 
re of what the Calvinists have denominated 
justice. They believe, that although our depra- 
vity and ruin originated in the decrees of God's 
sovereign w///, which was compleated by the 
transgression of the agent which he chose to act 
for us, he is not under the least obligation, either 
as the Creator or Redeemer of mankind, to 
make any allowance for our inability, the lean> 
ed and the ignorant, the wise man and the fooJ^ 
the idiot, and every thing that may be called 
human, must obey perfectly^ or die eteriially. But 
as they believe every thing that is wrongs it is 
also necessary to constitute them truly ortho^ 
dox, that they should disbelieve every ihinj 
^hich is right. They therefore disbelieve, that 
the grace of God, which bringeth salvation to 
«^ me7i^ hath appeared. 

They disbelieve, that it is the vwY/of God that 
mU men should be sGved^ and come unto the 
knowledge of the truth.f 

* Baptist Association. ^ I Tim. ii. 4i 
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*f hey deny, that Christ is the propiliatioil 
for the sins of the whole world.* 

That Christ gave himself a ransom for all> to 
be testified indue time-f 

That the Father sent the Son to be the AiT 
viour of the world,\ , | 

That Christ died for a//, &c. That God was ^ 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himseli^ il 
not imputing their trespasses unto thetn.|| 

That Christ tasted death for every man, . That 
fie will destroy him that hath the power of death* 
that is, the devil. And deliver them, whO| 
through fear of death, were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage.*^ 

That tiie Son of God will everfinaUy destroy ■ 
tht works of the devil.tt 

That Christ hath made peace through the 
blood of his cross, and will ever reconcile all 
things to God4t 

• 1 John IT. X ^1 Tim. ii, 6, \\ John iv. 14. 
t|2 Con V. 14, 15, 19. ' •• Heb. ii, 9, 14, 15. 

tt 1 John iii. 8. X\ CoU i. 19, 20. 
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That Christ will take away the sin of tho 
world.* 

That the free gift cams upon ail men to th^ 
juBtification of life.f 

*That every knee will bow to Jesusj and every 
•' tongue confess that he is Lord.} 

'^.^ That whosoever shall confess that Jesus is 
r fhe Son of God^ God dwelleth in him^ and he \^ 

' God.|r 

That Christ hath obtained eternal redemp* 
tion for us.** 

That Christ was wounded for our transgre^^ 
sions, and bruised for our iniquities ; that the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him ; and 
that with his stripes we are healed. And thai 
the Lord laid on him the iniquity of all who 
had gone astray^ which includes the whole hufi* 
■ manrace.tt 

They also deny, that it ever was the interf^ 
tion of Christ, after his crucifixion, to drawaZ^ 

• John i. 29. t Rom- ▼• 18. % Phil. ii. !•. 

1 1 John iv. 15. *» Heb. i;i. 13. tt Isa. liii. 5, 6. 
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fnen unto hinty because vast ntiinbefft had bee» 
previously given to the devil by an eternal, im» 
mutable decree.* 

They deny, that Christ is the htad of every. 

They acknowledge, that by the offence of 
Adam judgement came upon ail men to condem- 
nation ; but positively deny, that by the righ- 
teousness of Jesus Christ the Jree gift caidt 
.upon all men unto the justification of life ;f suid 
alledge, that all men, in the first case, dees mean 
all men ;. but in the last case, the elect only. 

They positively deny, that Christ is an advo-. 
cate with the Father, or a prol)itiation for the 
ains of the whole world.|l 

But all these cannot excite our astonishment 
so much, as their positive denial of the truth of ^ 
Ohrist's solemn promise, that if he should be lilW 
ed up from the earth, he would draw aU men 
unto him. 

The Father sent his Son into the world, in* 
Tested with all the power in Heaven and in e^rthi 

• John xii. S2. f 1 Cor. xi. 3. | Ron. ?• 29^ 
p John 11,1; 
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to accomplish two very important purposes, to 
■wit, to be the Saviour of the world, and to cfr- 
9troy the vjorka of the devil.* 

But the Partialists positively deny, that he 
ever will accomplish either of these purposes. 
But there are other important purposes, for the 
accomplishment of which Christ was invested 
vith extraordinary powers. He will not satisfy 
himself with destroying the works of the devil, 
but will assuredly destroy the old traitor himselL 

Forasmuch, then, as the children are par- 
takers of flesh and blood, he also took purt of 
the same, that through death he might dcstrojr 
him that hath the power of death, that is, the 
devil.t 

lie Will also destroy hell^ and ransom the pris- 
oners that are confined there, and redeem thcnv 
from death. O death, I will be thy (katargeitai) 
perdition and dissolution, O hell, I will be thy 
destruction : repentance shall be bid from miue 
cyes4 

Death is swallowed up in victory. O death ! 
where is thy sting ? O hell ! where is thy vie* 

• Mat. xxviii. 18. 1 John iv. 14, and iii. 8. t ^^^^ 
^s^;U.U. \ Ho».xii!. 14. 
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tory ? The sting of. death it sin ; and the 
strength of sin is the law.* 

; Now if hell is to be of eternal duration* and 
the Lord is determined never to ransom the 
prisoners from their confinement there, or to 
redeem them from the power of the second 
deatli, but to leave them in hell* to curse and^ 
blaspheme his adorable name, which i^s allowed 
by all to be a most heinous sin : and as sin it 
declared to be the sting of death, I query, and 
request a candid answer. With what propriety 
could the above questions be asked by one whd 
had solemnly promised to destroy hell, to ran- 
som the prisoners from its power^^ind^lotonly 
to redeem them from death, but also to destrof 
death itself, but had fulfilled none of these 
promises ? For he must reign till he has put all 
enemies under his feet : the last enemy shall 
be destroyed, which is death.f 

Now if death shall ultimately be destroyed, 
as the iast enemy of God and man, is it not self- 
evident that evil of every kind and degree, both 
physical and moral, must be previously destroy i- 
ed ? For otherwise it could not with truth be 
called the last enemy if others were still in being. 

• 1 Car. XV. 54 to $7. f 1 Cor. xt. ?5, •»«;■ ■ ' 

■ ^ \'^ 
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How monstrously absurd and blasphemous 
iFOuld it appear to every reasonable person, if 
any -one should affirm, that God was constantly 
employed in producing human beings on pur- 
pose for the devil, to be tormented by him 
throughout eternal ages f But however shocks 
ing it may appear, this is the genuine essence 
of the doctrineof Calvin and his disciples, when 
stripped of the sophistical garb in which it has 
been decorated, and sent forth into the world. 
If they are asked what motive could have in* 
duced the Deity to create so many millions of 
human beings,who neither had nor could offend 
him before they existed, and to reprobate them 
by an eternal decree,they do not wish to hear any 
thing said ehont justice in this stage of the bu^ 
tiiness; but acknowledge this to be an act of so* 
vereign power ; and argue, that as the potter 
has power over an insensible lump of clay, out 
of which to make one vessel to honour, and an* 
other to dishonour, so God has an indisputable 
right to create millions to damn them eternally, 
because they are conceived in sin, and brought 
forth in iniquity, in consequence of Adam's 
fidl ; by which their nature and original con<> 
sUtution Avas so effectually corrupted and vitia* 
ted, that nothing less than almighty power can 
testore fallen nature to its pristine state : and 
* -Uuft the Deity is by no means obliged to do^ 
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as he had given them such a promising chance 
for future happiness, by^choosing Adam their 
representative, to act for them,who unfortunately 
.^proved a traitor) by which mea^aKsdl their claim 
to future happiness was fairly lost* But when 
they are reminded of the eternal, immutable 
decree, by means of which (agreeably- to their 
scheme) Adam was obliged to act exactly as 
he did, they wish to have this part of the busi<^ 
ness considered as contingent, and argue stren- 
uously that Adam acted as ^* free, unbiassed 
agent, because he was entirely ignorant both of 
the secret decree and the fore -knowledge o£ 
God and their influence upon his conducts 

But were we, for argument sake, to allow that 
Adam was exempt from the influence of the se- 
cret decree, wogid thisjjc sufficient to vindicate 
the moral character of God for constituting Ad* 
am the covenant-head and representative of liii 
posterity, andputting their lives,and only chance 
of millions for « future happiness, in trust with 
him, when he positively knew that Adam would 
transgress? And then to offer this as a good rea- 
son, why any individual of his posterity should 
be precluded from an interest in the covenant of 
grace, and the benefits to be derived from the 
atonement and propitiation made by Christ fbf 
the sins of the whole worldj who is declare^Mif : 
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be the head of every man. Thus arc vast miin. 
bers supposed to be excluded from any panici- 
pation in the covenant of grace, and left subject 
to the covenant of works^ perfectly divested oC . 
every necessary qualifieatJon to fulfil the laW} 
and toVork out their own salvation by the deeda 
thereof ; although the scriptures positively de- 
clare, that by the deeds of the law no flesh shall 
be justified. 

It is evidently impossible to vindicate the jus* 
tice of imputing the sin of Adam to his poster* 
ity on any other terms or condition, than by im* 
puting to every in^vidual of them fully, freetyi 
and absolutely, the benefits purchased for all 
mankind by the sufferings, death, obedience, and 
perfect righteousness of Christ, their present 
glorious head ; who tasted death for every many 
and atoned for the iniquities of all those who had 
gone astray. 

« Surely he hath borne our griefs, and can-ieil 
onr sorrows ; yet we did esteem him strickeny 
smitten of God> and afllicted. But he was woun- 
ded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him ; and with his stripes we are heal- 
fd. M we, like sheep, have gonettsiray ; we have 
iliiroed every meifi his own way ; and the Lord 
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. ^ath laid on him the iniquity of u9 all :"• i. e. 
All who had gone astray, that is, the whole hu- 
man race. For God hath concluded them all'm 
unbelief, that he might have mercy ujfion them 
altA . 

Ufiiversalist, As so much stress has been laid 
upon the doctrine of sovereign right, let us ex- 
amine it candidly, to discover upon what fouQ^ 
dation it stands. 

Catoiniat. Surely God as the Creator and 8U» 
preme Governor of the universe, must have « 
jwt right to do what he pleases^ 

Univ. To the truth of this proposition, I mott 
perfectly agree, but alledge, that it is impossr;^ 
ble for any being to acqujre a just right to do 
that which is wrong. There is an eternal, im» 
mutable difference between right and wrong, 
virtue and vice, and moral good and evil. They 
do not depend upon the will of any being, and 
therefore are of universal obligation, and cam 
not be abrogated or altered. And it is impose 
«ible that a God possessing infinite wisdom and 
goodness, should mistake their nature and teiv 
dency^ and substitute the one in place of the 

• 
* Isa. liii. 4 to 7. t Rom, xl. 32. 
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other. Virtue and happiness are as much pref« 
erable to vice and misery, as light is to dai*k« 
ness^ or as Heaven is to hell. It is therefore 
evidenily impossible, that a God of infinite good* 
ness) wisdom, and almighty power, should of 
choice establish vice and inisery upon an eternal 
basis, in preference to virtue and fiermancnt 
' hapfiinc89* 

Calv. But as w© derived our being from God 
in the act of creation, does not this lay us under 
infinite obligations to him, and give him a sov- 
ereign right either to save or damn us, without 
any regard to what our future conduct might 
be? 

Univ, By no means : for existence without en^ 
joymenty is not a blessing, but a curse ; which 
cannot reasonably demand any tribute of grati- 
tude or thanks, and cannot entitle the being to 
inflict a second injury, because the first could 
not be resisted. 

Cah. But God confers many temporal bles- 
aings even upon the worst reprobate ; he clothes 
and feeds them by his bounty. 

Univ. So it is said, that the Cannibals fatten- 
ifli their prisoners to kill and cat them. But 
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tan you possibly imagine that any being can, by 
conferring asmall benefit, acquire a juat right 
to inflict an infinite injury ? And I think it must 
be granted, that these temporal or temporary 
favours are small, indeed, when compared with 
eternal misery. 

Calv, Many conjectures have been formed to 
account for, and vindicate the justice of, the eter- 
nal, absolute decrees of election and reproba* 
tion ; but I am confident that the following was 
the true cause and a compleat vindication of 
the measure, viz. Grod, by means of his infinite 
prescience, discovered all those who would be 
obedient believers, and also all those "who wouldf 
when created, prove incorrigible sinners. He 
therefore elected the first to eternal life, and 
sentenced the others to eternal damnation, by 
a decree of reprobation. 

Univ, As there neither is, nor can be, any 
but one moral law, which is an eternal rule of 
right, so neither can there be any but one kind 
or rule of justice, which absolutely prohibits 
passing the sentence of death and eternal dam* 
nation upon an innocent being ; and there is 
probably not one simpleton in easistence (if not 
blinded bjc prejudice) who can suppose non* 
entity criminals And to suppose that his fofft* 
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knowledge of what they would do, if created^ 
had provoked him to force them into existence 
to punish themy is to suppose him capable of 
violating every principle ofjuaticej by inflicting 
the greatest curse possible, prior to the po8si« 
bility of offence given^ or transgression commit* 
ted. 

l^niv* But would not his infinite prescience 
discover that this infinity of guili and eternal 
misery might have been avoided, by omitting to 
create all those which he knew would prove in* 
corrigible sinners ? Is it not highly unreason- 
able to suppose, that God would create beings 
which he knew infinite wisdom and almighty 
power would never be able to reclaim, and place 
in a state of permanent happiness ? 

Calv. No reasonable person can doubt either 
-his wisdom or power to render the whole human 
race virtuous and happy, if he had ever wished 
them that felicity. It is certain that he could 
leforni them all with as much facility as he c#n-> 
verted Saul, from being a most virulent perse* 
cator, to a sincere Christian. We have never 
doubted. his ability to save the whole human 
face, but we believe he never wished to save 
^em alif because he foreknew that they would 
both their will mdfiower to keep his law* 
M 
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IThfv. Is it not absurd, cruel, and even bias- 
phemous, to stigmatize the moral character of 
the ever-merciful Jehovah by affirming, that he 
had forced into existence millions of human be- 
ings who neither had, nor could offend him, and 
Sentenced them to eternal damnation by an im- 
mutable decree of reprobation ? Or to affim*, 
that he caused the final fate of millions to de- 
pend upon the conduct of one man, ivhich he 
himself had chosen to represent them, although 
it is acknowledged that God positively knew 
that he, to wit, Adam, would transgress, and 
consequently render millions of his posterity 
eternally miserable ? 

It certainly can afford no just cause of sur- 
prize to any person who will candidly consider 
the relation subsisting between cause and effect, 
that those who believe that Calvinism containi 
•the genuine principles of Christianity, which tf 
presents the Deity to be the most partial, crod) 
vindictive, inexorable being in existence, should 
rtoounce the Christian system and turn deists; 
because all which they had ever seen, ^t or 
experienced, gave the lie direct to this mfam- 
ous, atrocious calumny. And I am convinced 
by attentive observation, that the doctrine of the 
eternal, absolute, unconditional decrees of elec- 
tion and reprobation,were never calculated to «ii- 
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ftwer any good purpose, and that it has done 
more real injury to the Christian systems than 
all the other errors which have disgraced it, 
have ever done, as it has a natural and neces- 
sary tendency to cause all those (who do not 
presume that they are of the happy /^«y, who 
have heen the subjects of partial favour) lo dread 
and hate God> as a crueli partial being. These 
are the strongest pillars which support the tem- 
ple of Antichrist, and as long as they remain 
unshaken, the devil may rest perfectly easy 
while his faithful sentinels on the watch-towers 
cry out, all's well. And this will probably be 
the case as long as his emissaries are successful 
in persuading people that God has made a par- 
tial election of a few individuals, and is the im- 
placable enemy of all the non-elect. And at 
present, there is but little apparent danger of 
any defection or schism amongst our spiritual 
guides i for although they differ in trivial mat- 
ters, almost every denomination of Christians, 
from his holiness at Rome to the truly sincere 
Weslfieldien Methodist, inculcates the doctrine of 
partial election and eternal damnation J which is 
(gloss it as they please) an t/^nw/, voluntary sur" 
render of these very beings to the permanent do- 
.sunion of the devil, who were made on purpose 
: for him ; for it is the madness of folly to suppose 
'.tjhfU God would employ any effectual means to 
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reclaim those who were destin^ to hell, by an 
eternal decree^ before they were created. 

We must at present leave the poor, unassist* 
ed reprobate to contrive some means whereby 
he may remove the obstacles which Calvin says 
God has placed in the way to block up the en- 
try of life against him, to examine the opinion 
of the Baptist Association on this momentous 
subject. Although the opinions of the Baptist 
Association are, in some respects, more rational 
than those of some of the most rigid CalvinistS) 
yet they have espoused some of their most cap* 
ital errors. 

JFiraty By maintaining an eternal, x>ersonaI 
election antecedent to the subsequent deceptive 
semblance of a state of probation, in which 
scheme Adam was constituted our representa* 
live to act for us, as if he, by his good conduct, 
could have annulled the prior arrangement es- 
tablished by the eternal "decrees. 

Seamdlt/y In precluding all the non-elect from 
any participation in the covenant of grace, and 
leavuig them totally divested of every moral 
prinoiple and power) to workout their own «d- 
vation by ^eeds of the law of works, or more 
properly^ in other words, to the peaceably or 
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vncontested clominion of the devil, for whom 
they must (agreeably to this plan) have been 
originally created ; for the scripture declares, 
in positive terms, that by the deeds of the law 
shall no flesh be justified ; and if not justifiedf 
they cannot be saved. They affirm that Adam 
was constituted the head and representative of 
all his posterity, and prove it by quoting one half 
(^ the 1 8th verse of the 5th chapter to the Rom- 
ans, viz. by the offence of one> judgement came 
upon all men to condemnation. But a» they 
positively deny that Christ is the head of every 
man, they have cunningly suppressed the other 
half of the verse, which testifies that, even so^ 
by the righteousness of one [i. e. Christ]- the 
free gift came upon all men unto the justifica- 
tion of Ufe. Should we, or rather ean we re- 
pose confidence in tfiose who are so much infat- 
uated and pleased with the idea of a pj^rtial God, 
a partial Saviour, a partial redemption and res- 
toration to the favour of God, that in order to 
establish these opinion?, wilfully muriate the 
scripture, and even divide a verse. Which, when 
entire, fairly confutes their tenets, as it>^hibits 
tlie benevolent plan of the Deity in its true It^^jli^ 
Which was to convince the children of men, by 
.tn actual experiment, that their sole chapce for 
,keppine5S9 both here and hereafteri dependeil 
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upon the infinite goodness, ^visdom, and almigh- 
ty power of God. 

The devils were created free agent8....the7 
acted in a more exalted sphere, and were doubts- 
less endowed with more excellent faculties than 
vre are, or Adam was, and yet they transgress* 
ed and fell. Adam was created pure and in- 
nocent, and only prohibited from eating the fruit 
of a certain tree, but he transgressed and felT 
also, as God certainly knew he would ; in con- 
sequence of which defection, his posterity have 
aufTered temporary inconvenience, but not more 
than is absolutely necessary to teach us our en- 
tire dependance upon the head and representa- 
tive of ali men^ chosen by our most merciful Fa- 
ther and bountiful benefactor (long before Ad- 
am was created) to be the propitiation for our 
sins, and to tuste death for every matij and hath 
conferred the free gift upon all men, unto the 
jusliScation of life* 

But the Baptists who appear to be anxious to 
establish the doctrine of partial election and 
eUrnal da^lnation, are strenuous for excluding 
all those which they call non-elect, from asf 
participation in the covenant of grace, and also 
from the benefits derivable by the elect, fiom 
the sufieringsi death, obedience, and perfect 



J 



139 

righteousness of Christy who is declared to be 
tlie head of every man. They teach, that the 
elect are freely justified by the imputed right- 
eousness of Christ alone ; and that the non-elect 
are left under the judgement and condemnation 
of the law, compleatly divested by Adam's fall| 
of all moral power or capacity to keep the law ; 
the terms in which are always the same, obey 
fierfectlij^ or die eternally ! And although they 
must allow, that these poor, forlorn wretcheSf 
have lost all moral ability to do any thing that 
might recommend them to the favour of God 
by the defection of the person whom he had 
chosen to represent tliem, yet they argue in the 
words following, viz. that ^ though man by his 
fall halh lost his strength to keep the law, God 
hath not lost his power nor the law its force or 
authority. No allowance can be made or in- 
deed given to man to do amiss. If he fails but 
in one point of the law, the law is broken, and 
charges the guilty sinner with a breach of the 
whole-" 

In order to vindicate the moral character and 
justice of God) in making Adam a covenant- 
head to his posterity, and putting our lives and 
inheritance in trust with him to the inevitable 
ruin of millions, if their doctrine is true, they 
gbsenrei ^' that some may cavil at God's mn^ 
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king Adam a covenant-head to his posterity, 
and for putting our tives and inheritance in trust 
irith him: but this, brethren, we believe is 
without any just cause : nay, a reflection on the 
^wisdom and righteousness of God, could we 
have been in council, we judge we should have 
agreed to have given our high Father the ho- 
nour of being our trustee." 

But upon the above supposition, when the 
whole human race appeared on the election- 
ground, if the Deity had candidly told them 
(as he positively knew what the conduct of 
Adam would be) that Adam would betray the 
trust to which he was delegated, and that (agree- 
ably to their opinion) many millions of them 
would be precluded from every benefit result- 
ing from the covenant of grace, and be left 
amenable to the covenant of works, divested of 
every moral principle, or the power of doing 
any action acceptable to God, and that in con^ 
sequence of this innate depravity and defect of 
moral ability, cttitracted by Adam's apostasy, 
many millions Jaiem would inevitably be eter- 
nally damned, lam confident that Adam would 
not have gained one vote in the Baptist Associa- 
tion. They would much rather have been in- 
dividually responsible for their own conduct, 
provided the sentence should have been pune* 
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tiialljr executed on every one ^ho should eat 
the forbidden fruit, i. e. that they should all die 
on the same day, people would soon shun it, at 
they now do the Upas tree on the Island of Java. 

In the above tenets we have a true picture of 
Calvinistic justice. It matters not with them 
when, where, or how mankind became incapa- 
ble to perform their duty ; whether they lost 
their power before they had it, or afterwards^., 
whether by their own misconduct, or that of 
another, who was chosen by God to act for 
them as their repre8entative....whether they are 
learned or ignorant, wise or foolish ; the idiotf 
and every thing in the form of a man, must obey 
the law perfectly, or die eternally. No allow- 
ance can be made for disability. The law ia 
perfectly good, and every breach of it, they say, 
deserves eternal death ; which, agreeably to 
their hypothesis, will be inflicted upon every 
person who has not been elected by an eternal 
decree ; for it would be the madness of folly 
to suppose that God would employ any effectual 
means to reclaim those who were not elected,* 
or, as the rigid Calvinists suppose, were des- 
tined to hell long before any human being was 
created* 
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* It is the opinion most generally received, that 
r those who perish elernally, are condemned for 
not believing in Christ. I therefore ask, and 
request a candid answer. What are the non- 
elect to believe concerning him ? Are they to 
believe that Christ is their Saviour? That he 
died for them ? That he made an atonement 
^^r their sins ? That he gave himself a ransom 
• for them, to be testified in due time ? That 
Christ tasted death for every man, and he wiU * 
finally destroy him that hath the power of death, 
^ that is, the devil i That the Son of God viras. 
^ manifested on purpose to destroy the works of 
the devil, and that he will do it effectually ? 
That the free gift came upon all men unto the 
■justification of life ? That Christ hath obtained 
eternal redemption for them, and that he will 
intercede with his Father to pardon them ?•.- 
Certainly not ; for if the opinion called ortho- 
xlox be true, all the above creed must be abso- 
lutely false ; and we cannot conceive that God 
would reward any person with eternal life and 
felicity for believing a lie. But if, on the con- 
trary, they sDi6\ild believe that God had, by an 
eternal, immutable,/?arrfa/ election, chosen some 
to eternal life and happiness, and sentenced the 
remainder to death and eternal misery, by a de- 
cree of reprobation....that Christ is difiartial Sa- 
linbr, and has nothing to do with the non-electi 
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but to condemn and sentence them to eternal 
torment i at the last day, for not having observed 
and kept the law of God perfcctly....that not- 
mthstanding their inevitable inability^ it is the 
perfection of justice to punish them eternally..^ 
that God had not elected them....that Christ was 
not their Saviour. ...that he did not die for them^ 
but for the elect only.. i. that he had not made an 
atonement for their sins....that he never tasted 
death for them....that he never gave himself a 
ransom for them....that Christ will never inter* 
cede with his Father to pardon them. 

This creed) according to the current h3rpothe« 
sis, would be orthodox. But would it entitle 
them to the favour of God and eternal felicity I 
If not, it evidently follows, that they are neither 
damned for their belief nor their unbelief ; but 
^because they were not elected, or rather, as the 
Calvinists affirm, because they were reprobated 
by an eternal decree... .for no possible fault; 
for it is impossible that nonentity should trans- 
gress any law or offend any rational being. 
And as it is affirmed, that the decree of repro* 
bation was eternal^ and that the human species 
'irere created in ttmcy they certainly could not 
offend before any of them existed. Therefore, 
if the above hypothesis be true, it evidently 
follows) that an infinite injury was decreed to bp 
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inflicted upon them prior to the possibility of 
transgression commiited or offence given* 

If I am ever fairly convinced that God has 
made a partial election of a few individuals for 
himself, and consigned the remainder to the 
devil by an eternal decree of reprobation, and 
that Christ has made a partial atonement for 
the sins of the elect only, and left the greatest 
number to perish eternaliy, then shall I reversie 
all my former ideas oi justice^ believe in the doc* 
trine of eternal damnation, and rank partiality 
as the first and most exalted of the cardinal vir* 
lues, as it was the first that appears to have 
been exercised towards manlund, probably mil^ 
lions of ages before any of them were created. 
This is the glorious gospel of John Calvin, that 
proclaims a partial God, who sends millions 
into the world totally incapable to do right, and 
damns them eternally for doing wrong I 

The Methodists perceiving the egregious in- 
eonsistencies in the Calvinistic doctrine of pre- 
destination, election, and reprobation, have, in 
the 60th page of a book containing their prin- 
ciples and doctrines, endeavoured to remove 
what they call the greatest stumbling block 
about election out of the way» They appear to 
have divided the subject into three heads. In 
^e first, they attempt to prove^ that although 
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God positively knew from eternity who would 
be obedient believers, and those who would 
prove incorrigible sinners , yet he neither elect- 
ed one class, nor reprobated the other, until they 
became actual believers or unbelievers in this 
life. I now ask, 

Firsts If God positively foreknew that any 
man'would live and die an unbeliever, could he 
possibly convert himself into a true believer 
contrary to God's fore-knowledge ? 

Secondly^ I would aisp ask, and request a 
candid answer, What hid those millions done^ 
before they were created, to provoke the Deity 
to drag them into existence in the most deplo- 
rable state of ignorance and imbecility, posi- 
tively knowing that the means of information 
which would be granted to them, would never 
be sufficient to convince their understandings 
of the truth of ihe propositions which they 
were required to believe ? 

Thirdly J Is it possible for a person, to believers 
any proposition which he cannot undc^rstMtidl 

Fcurthlyy Can there be any merit in pretend- 
ing to believe a proposition (although it may be 
.true) before the force of evidence has conveyed 

N 
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a sufficient degree of information to the under- 
standing to produce conyiction ? 

Fifthly^ Can a person be justly condemped 
for not believing a truth, the princfples of which 
he can in no degree comprehend?* If so, then 
aU ifiiots are justly condemnable. 

Secondly^ They have proved, from scripture, 
the truth of their twentieth article, viz. that the 
offering of Christ once made, is, that perfect re- 
demption, propitiation and satisfaction for all the 
sins of the whole world, both original and ac- 
tual ; and that there is none other satisfaction 
for sin but that alone. But as if it had been in- 
tended as an irrefragable proof, that where pre- 
judice prevails, reason is blinded; and that tru^ 
and falsehood ^11 never amalgamate. They 
liave, in the third place, espoused the horrid 
doctrine of eternal damnation, and calmly sur-' 
render millions to the dominion of the devil, to 
the endless ages of etemity> for the sin of un- 
belief, although they profess to believe, that the 
offering once made hy Christ is that perfect re- 
demption, propitiation, and satisfaction, fer the 
sins of the whole world, both original and ac- 
tual, and that there is none other satisfaction 
for sin but that alone. If this be true, the mn 
of unbelief of all the world; must have been cr»> 
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thtdedt and if included^ as it must have been, if 
Christ died for ally and has redeemed all^ that 
God laid upon Christ the iniquities of all 
that were gone astray ;* that he has made am- 
ple satisfaction for the sins of the whole worldf 
amongst which unbelief must have been inclu- 
ded> which they themselves have sufficiently 
proved ; yet, when they arc asked| Why, then, 
are not all saved ? They answer, Because they 
believe not in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. If unbelief he a sin^ then are they con- 
futed, and convicted by their own confession ; 
lor they acknowledge that Christ made perfect 
satisfaction for all the 9ina of the vfhoU worlds 
both original and actual. If therefore Christ 
has once satisfied divine justice in their behalf, 
and redeemed them from both the curse and 
condemnation of the law, for what, or whose 
crimes, are they to be eternally damned I 

John testifies it as a matter of his own know- 
ledge, that the Father sent the Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the world.^ And Christ himself tells 
his disciples, tliat all power in Heaven abd in 
earth, had been given unto him ;| so 'woe find 
liif commission was clear and positive, not con- 

• Isaiah liii. 4, 5^6, f 1 John iy. 14. | Matthew 
- xsviii. 18* 
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fined te individuals, but extended to the whole 
world, and his power to execute this important 
business omnipotent. But to our astonishment, 
these very people, who not only acknowledge 
this truth» but have taken pains to prove it, and 
also have inserted it as a fundamental article of 
their faith, that Christ has made perfect satis- 
faction for all the sins of the whole world, both 
original and actual, yet they persist in denying 
that he will ever fulfil the design or purpose of 
his mission, but will finally sentence numbers of 
, these very beings to everlasting perdition, for 
whose sins he has made an ample atonement 
and satisfaction ; and all this for the sin of im« 
belief y which he could remove with the greatest 
facility, being invested with all the powers of 
Heaven and earth, to enable him to accomplisl^ 
three very important purposes. 

Fir^t^ To be the Saviour of the world. 

Secondly i To destroy the works of the devil.* 

jUtrdly^ To destroy the devil himselfct 

, Neither of these purposes will he ever accom- 
plish, if their opinions are founded in trutb> al- 

• I John iii. 8. \ Heb. ii. 14 
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though he has made a solemn promise, that if 
he should be lifted up from the earth, he would 
draw all men unto him.* But if \Ye are to be- 
lieve the doctrine of the Methodists, never did 
^Xky ambassador transact the business he was 
sent to perform, so wretchedly ; for notwith- 
standing his being furnished with almighty pow- 
ers for the salvation of the whole world of man- 
kind, and had suffered a painful, shameful death, 
by which means he had ransomed and redeem- 
ed the inhabitants of the whole world, and made 
ample satisfaction for all their sins, both ori- 
ginal- and actual; yet they persist in believing 
and teaching, that many of these very beings 
which he had ransomed and redeemed by shed- 
4iDg Ills precious bipod for tlie remission of their 
sins, will be left in possession of the enemy of 
God and man, to perish eternally.. 

Now would any rational^ unprejudiced per- 
son suppose, that after they had not only ac- 
knowledged, but fairly proved, that Christ had 
ransomed and redeemed the inhabitants of the 
whole world, that they would still doubt, and 
continue to deny, that he would ever fulfil the 
solomn promise which he made a few days be- 
.ibre his. crucifiixion, via;* that if he should be 

• John xii. 32, 
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lifted up from the earth, he would draw alt mm 
unto him. As this promise is so pointedly con- 
trary to the doctrine of eternal damnation, that 
both cannot be true ; and the Methodists are 
free to take their choice ; for either the one or 
the other is certainly false, and there is no door 
open for prevarication, but to affirm with the 
Calvinists, that all merij in these scriptures, does 
not mean all men, but only the elect: which 
the Methodists, in the 68th page, properly calls 
a shameless, senseless evasion. 

Mr. Wesley and his adherents deserve credit 
for having proved, that Christ has ransomed 
and redeemed the whole human race. But is it 
not truly astonishing, that they still persist in be- ^ 
lieving and teaching that he, as Judge of the 
world, will, at the last day, sentence numbeirs of 
these very beings to eternal captivity in the re- 
gions of darkness, despair, and woe, which he 
had raiisomed and redeemed by making a per- 
fect propitiation and satisfaction for all their 
sins, both original and actual, as they pretend 
for the sin of unbelief ? Biit I wish to be inform- 
ed, to what rank or class this sin of unbelief be- 
longs, which appears lo be neither original nor 
actual : for these, by their own statement, hai« 
Isten atoned for. And we are assured that the 
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sins that have once been perfectly atoned foo 
will never be imputed again. 

They represent Christ to be an incompetent) 
injudicious ambassador, by proving that he had 
paid the compleat price for the redemption of 
the whole human race ; and, after having com- 
pleated the purchase, left great numbers of those 
very subjects which he had redeemed, to remain 
in the everlasting possession of the enemy« 

Should they alledge, that the deplorable ter* 
mination of this most important embassy was 
caused by some defect of power in Christ, this 
would be contrary to fact : for he told his disci- 
ples when he said iinto them, go ye into all the 
world, and preach ihcgo^elyXhsX is, glad tidings 
to every creature ; that all power in Heaven 
and in earth had been given to him. But this 
calamitous termination of this most important 
embassy, will never be realized. The plan of 
God for the redemption and final salvation of all 
mankind, has been concerted in infinite wisdomy 
by infinite goodness, and has been, in its most 
difficult part, most compleatly accomplished, 
and is now progressing under the direction of 
an omniscient, omnipotent God and most mer- 
ciftil Saviour, to its most complete consumma* 
tion. When every crcaturp which is in Heaven, 
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^d on the earth, and under the earth, HA auch 
as are ia the sea, and all that are in them, shall 
join the universal chorus, saying, Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne ; and unto the lamb for 
ever and ever :* Cei9 to^ monaa ton aiononj u e« 
to the ages of ages.. 

Mr. Wesley conceived he had removed the 
great stumbling block out of the way, concern* 
ing the doctrine of election, by relinquishing the 
most absurd part of the Calvinistic hypothesis, 
which fairly constitutes God the author of sii^. 
by charging him with having decreed whatso* 
€(ver comes to pass ; all the wicked, abominable,, 
filthy, nasty, detestable crimes that ever have 
or ever will be committed, are included in these 
few wordS} vfbataocvhr comes iofioBs^ 

JBut aldiough his hiypothesis does not impute* 
the sips of men to the decrees or agency of God,, 
yet he charges him with acts of injustice and 
cruelty^ of which no good being could be guilty, 
viz. forcing- millions into existence who had not 
offended him, and who could suffer no possible- 
injury as nonentities,, positively knowing that 
after this life^ they 8houl4 be precluded fromt 

*R«v.v.ia.. 
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every kind and degree of enjoyment, and be sub* 
jected to every degree of misery throughout 
eternal ages. 

Mr. Wesley probably omitted quoting the 
most cogent text in the New Testament, to 
evince that Christ died for all tnerij because ; il 
proves more than he was willing to grant. They 
are the words of Christ predicting his crucifix- 
ion, and the beneficial effects of it to aU man* 
kind, John xii. 33. And I, if I be lifted up from 
ibc earth, will draw all tnen unto me. This text 
is so pointedly repugnant to the doctrine of eter* 
nal damnation, that if one be trucy the other must 
bt false. Christ iias been lifted up from the 
earth according to his prediction, and if he should 
fulfil his.solemn promise by drawing all men un« 
to him, there will be none lefl for the devil, un- 
kss he ahould prove to be strongest, and draw 
Ihem 5ack a^ihi. !But for our consolation^ 
Christ teiU u* in John x. 28, 29. And I give un* 
to them eteniilUifei and they shall never perish) 
neither sh^ atiy j>luck them out of my hand. 
My Father which gave them to me, is greater 
than all ; and none is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hand. So here we find clearly, 
that he has solemnly promised to draw all men 
unto him, and to give them eternal life [; and 
asftores us^ that both himself and his Father is 
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90 much engaged to protect them by his omnip« 
otent arm) that none shall be able to pluck them 
out of his hand. 

Is it not fairly presumable that the Methodists 
have omitted to quote, to avoid the necessity of 
beingobliged to join with the Calvinists inafiirmr 
ing that/taTi/oA anthro/ious^ in Greek, and aU men^ 
in English, does not mean mlimenyl^t only a &w 
individuals, who had been partially elected ? For 
the Partialists wish not to relinquish this favourt 
ite doctrine of eternal damnation^ by mhicb 
means they caa^ 

With heaven's own thunders shake the world below» 
And play the God an engine on the foe. Fopjb. 

And as they profess to believe, that the final 
fate of every individual is immutably fixed and 
determined by the decrees, or absolute fore-knoiiV^ 
ledge of God} they probably conclude, that al* 
though this doctrine cannot alter the destined 
fate of any person, it might operate greatly in 
favour of the elect, by restraining the reprobates 
from many acts of enormity, by which the saints 
might be molested. For certainly they qannot 
seriously believe, that their preaching and pray* 
ing can, or will induce the Deity to alter or re- 
verse any thing that has been fixed and deter* 
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mined upon, in the councils of HeaTisn) long be- 
fore man \^as created. But as some respect is 
due to the moral character of the Deity, ought 
they not to pause and re-examine this hypothe- 
sis, and ask themselyes this serious question, 
viz. Would not any man be called a blasphemer 
who should assert, that the Deity was almost 
constantly employed in creating human souls 
on purpose for the devil ? It is in vain to evade 
or quibble....God certainly had some design in 
creating them, which, if he acts agreeably to his 
own nature, must be a good, just, and merciful 
design, which never could have induced him 
to create even one soul on purpose for the dev- 
il. But if it is denied, that he has created any 
for this purpose, I ask, how, then, does it hap- 
pen> that the devil captivates and retains so 
many souls contrary to the purpose of the Deity ? 

Jlnafverj Because they would not believe in 
Christ, and thereby qualify themselves for fit in- 
habitants of Heaven ; they live and die in an un- 
regenerated state ; it is therefore just to send 
them to the prison of hell eternally. 

Queaiiorh Whether is regeneration the proper 
'Work of God or man ? Or, in other words, whe« 
ther it ivthe operation of the spirit of God act^ 
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ing \ipoTi the soul of man, or the operation of 
the soul of man acting upon itself^ 

A, It is clearly the operation of the spirit of 
God acting upon the soul of man ; hut man 
should be aiding and assisting in the operation^ 
to the utmost of his ability. 

Q. I presume you mean, that he should add 
a little of his goodnem and fi^toer to the infinite 
goodness and almighty power of God, without 
which the work cannot be compleated ? But 
where is he to obtain this wisdom and power 
. which you call hia ? Is not God the source and 
fountain of all wisdom, goodness, and power I 
There is no other source from whence they'can 
be derived ; and if he does not communicate 
wisdom, goodness, and power to his creatures^ 
how or where are they to acquire it ? Or for 
what are they accountable ? And if these gifts 
are bestowed in such a penurious manner as 
not to answer the purpose, can those who are 
supposed to be completely divested of every 
moral qualification make up the deficiency ? If, 
then, the means are denied that would be in- 
dispensably necessarf to enable them to put 
themselves into a salvable state,, or to make up 
the deficiency of God's grace, how can theyi 
with justice, be eternally damned ? 
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Mr. Wesley plainly perceiving the paTpa* 
hhi absurdity of supposing it possible that a 
God of infinite goodness^ justice, and mercy, 
should sentence millions of beings which he 
had determined to create at some future period 
to endless misery^ by an eternal, immutable 
decree of reprobation, and ardently wishing to 
defend the moral character of the Deity against 
such an injurious imputation, he has endeavour- 
ed to qualify the doctrine, by alledgtng, that al- 
though God infallibly knew all those who should 
be finally happy, and alt those who would be 
finally miserable, if creftt^d, yet he neither elect- 
ed any one to eternal life, nor sentenced any 
one to eternal datnnation, by a decree of repro- 
bation, until, in time, when they became actual 
beHever9 or tmbelievera. This hypothesis has 
apparently more the semblance of justice than 
the other ; but when critically examined, it wilT 
be found equsdly fallaeloius;* 

It is certain, that no human being can possi-? 
bly, by the energy of their own unassisted pow- 
grs» avoid or esdafie frOni a fate, which the Dei- 
ty>infalUbly kiiew w^ftuld-be their everlasting por- 
tion,' nor can ^e sdppofte it eillier probable or 
pObftlble, that God Would employ any effectual 
iMmfs'to convince, cdn\ei^t, and i^eclarm any 
pwwmwhomte-itifalhbly knew^w^lUfinaHy be 
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eternally damned. If not, could it be either 
just or merciful, to drag them into existence to 
inflict upon them the worst curse possible, even 
the curse of eternal damnation, before it was 
possible for them to offend him? And it certain- 
ly requires no logical arguments to prove, that 
nonentity could neither transgress any law, nor 
offend any rational being. 

Is it not therefore evident, that the Partial- 
ists of every denomination, who inculcate the 
doctrine of eternal damnation, charge God with 
9 premeditated act of injustice and cruelty ? 

, Jf this horrid doctrine be true, I can perceive 
no possible way by which the q^oral character 
of God can be vindicated, but by proving that 
he is deficient either in wisdom or power, or 
both ; forji. to alledge that he is^deflcient ingood 
will towards the beings whom he hath created, 
would be fixing a stigma, instead of framing an 
apology. 

As it is impossible that the human specieSf 
or any individual of them, could have offended 
the Deity before they existed, and as he has 
brought them into being without their know-* 
ledge or consent, in a state of extreme igno* 
ranee and imbecility} subjected to innumeraUo 
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temptations, and millions of them left to livet 
and die without instruction respecting their duty 
either to God or man, it is evidently incompati- 
ble with the attributes of the Deity to sentence 
any of them to eternal damnation, until he has 
first employed every possible means to reclaim 
them. Is it not reasonable to believe, that Christy 
who tasted a bitter, painful death for every man, 
will persevere until he has compleated the 
work which he has began ? But were it possible 
that there should even one be found, so obsti- 
nately perverse, that infinite wisdom aided by al- 
mighty power, could not reclaim, would it not 
be more merciful to blot him out of existence^ 
than to subject him to eternal torments ? Why 
should a civilized people persist so obstinately 
in exhibiting the Deity as the patron of savage 
cruelty and vindictive vengeance ? I am confi- 
dent that the salvation of mankind has always 
depended, and will forever depend, upon the in- 
finite goodness, wisdom, and almighty power 
of our most merciful Creator, and best benefac- 
tor^ and not upon any goodness, wisdom, or 
power that has ever been communicated to man. 
I am also confident, that the Deity never crea- 
ted even one soul on purpose for the devil ; and 
as confident, that he never will permit the devil 
to retain one soul contrary to his purpose. I 
am also firmly persuaded, that the Deity will 
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persevere in the use pf me^ns, until he has es- 
tablished every human being ia a condition 
vastly preferable to a state of nonrextatence. 
If this had not been his designi he never .would 
have created them. 

I have frequently been opposed wi|h ihe £d- 
lowing questions) viz. If the Deity is reaHy aff 
benevolent and impartial as you auppo»€ him to 
be, why has he permitted so much evil an4 
misery in the world as w^ daily see and expe- 
rience I And why are his favours dispensed with, 
so much partiality, that one man- lives in splen^ 
dour, ease, and ai^uence> and his neigphbouiv 
apparently a much better man than him, living 
despised in .abject poverty imd real misery i 

To which I have answered, that our most gra* 
pious Father has placed us here at school, to 
gain an experimental knowledge of the nature 
and tendencies of right and wrong, good and 
evil, virtue and vice* which would be as difficult 
to attain by theory, as lor the Collegian, who 
had narrowly escaped being drowned, had made 
a solemn resolution never to go into the water 
again until he had fii^st learned to be an expert 
swimmer. n 
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We judge of every thing by experience, 
which is our only certain guide ; and our en joy- 
ments are greatly enhanced by contrasting the 
various scenes through which we have passed^ 
of pleasure and pain, sickness and health, pros- 
perity and adversity, the smiles of friends, and 
the frowns of enemies, freedom and captivity, 
and of vice, and misery its natural and neces- 
sary consequence, contrasted with virtue, and 
happiness its certain reward. 

When the penalty of disobedience was an- 
nounced to Adam, viz. in the day thou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt surely die ; he would natur- 
ally enquire, what is death ? Suppose, then, the 
Deity to give him an idea of the meaning of 
the word death, should cause some animal to ex- 
pire before him, groaning bitterly, in the most 
convulsive agonies, would he not ask, What 
causes it to make that disagreeable noise I Why 
does it struggle and twitch so violently ? Because 
it is in great pain. PainI What is pain ? Here 
the theoretic lesson must end, and master ex- 
perience commences teacher, and applies a good 
rod to his naked back, and tells him to remem- 
ber, that the sensation produced in his back, by 
the application of the whip, is what we mean by 
the word pain. This I shall doubtless remem- 
ber. But pray tell me, was not the pain in the 
o2 
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%vbip before it was conamuDicated to my back ? 
O no, ibe wbip is dead....it cannot feel. WhaJt,' 
had the whip the same kind of life that I have I 
Kg, it only had what is termed vegetable Hfe) 
and never had the sense of feeling. Can k be 
possible that Adam was so ignorant ? He cer- 
tainly was, unless the Deity had vouchsafed to 
furnish him with innate or intuitive knowledge t 
which I conceive he has never yet done, and 
which I firmly believe he never will do. 

He has created us with powers and faculties 
susceptible of improvement, but perfectly desti- 
tute of knowledge. Therefore every being who 
is not possessed of infinite knowle(%e, must be 
contented to gain it progressively by experienec, 
and judge of the nature and qualities of good 
and evil, pain and pleasure, and happiness and 
misery, by contrasting them. 

If Adam had been as sagacious as some pee* 
pie would wish us to believe, he would have 
known, or strongly suspected, that the devil kk 
the form of a snake, had been tampering with 
his rib. 

If Adam was so very ignorant, was it not ex« 
tremely cruel to appoint him ourhead and rep^ 
resentative, and impute the guilt of his disobeil 
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dience to his posterity^ when it is acknowledged 
thtt God positively kneW that he would trant* 
greas, and subject millions of his descendants to 
iDnumerable evils I By no means. The aup« 
X>osed injustice and cruelty originates in the er* 
rors of those} who ^sert that God had) in the 
first placei made a partial election of a certaia 
number, prior to this scheme of probation^ by 
'Which device he had contrived to divest all man- 
kind of every moral principle^ and both the vrili 
9J\d /lovfer of doing any thing acceptable to God. 
That he then sent Christ to be the Saviour of 
the elect onlfi for whose sins he has made an 
am{de atonement, and left millions of non*e}ect, 
or reprobates, loaded with the imputed guilt of 
Adam's transgression, in the most polluted 
state of depravity... .totally excluded from any 
participation in {he covenant of grace, and the 
]>edemptioa purchased by Christ for the elect. ... 
unassisted by the spirit of God....with the en- 
trance of life blocked up against thenv.'^ And 
being, thus completely divested of inclination 
and power, either to will or to do any good, they 
are still supposed to be amenable to the law of 
works, whose conditions,, they say, are, obeyfier'* 
fectli^ or die eternally I Nor caaour disqualifica- 
tiDA by the above contrivance^ exempt us fron^ 
^ny part of duty, or screen.us f^romi the punish- 
IBfiDt denounced agsonst the transgressor.. Be« 
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cause, say they, you had sufficient power giren 
to you in Adam your representative, chosen by 
God to act for you ; which power you lost £eiirly. 
It is therefore perfectly yzw/ to exclude you from 
every benefit resulting from the covenant of 
grace, which was purchased for the elect only, 
by the death, sufferings, and perfect righteous- 
ness of Christ, who died for the elect alone ; and 
not for every man, as some erroneously suppose. 
The Baptist Association argue, " That though 
man by his fall has lost his strength to keep 
the law, God hath not lost his power, nor the 
law its force or authority. No allowance can 
be made or indeed given to man to do amiss; 
If he fails but in one point of the law, the law 
is broken, and charges the guilty sinner with a 
breach of the whole. The terms in this are al- 
ways the same, obey perfectly^ or die eternally !\ 
If thcposterity of Adam was deprived of any 
powrerOT propensity, which was necessary to en- 
able them to keep the law of God, either by a 
secret, eternal decree, or by the defection of 
Adam, it must be acknowledged, even by the 
Partialists themselves^ that it never was in the 
power of these unfortunate, devoted victims, \xi 
prevent either the eternal decree of reprobation} 
or Adam's transgression. It is therefore evi- 
dent, that it could not have been their own fiEtuIt, 
but a most deplorable misfortune. It is also^ 
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identy that they must entertain veiy preposleiv 
ouft ideas of right and wrong, who can conceive 
it to be consistent with the eternal rules ofjtMf 
tice^ and the glorious attributes of the supreme 
Judge of the universe, to subject millions to all 
•the miseriea of this life, to ^ath itseli^ and to 
the pfttns of hell fiocever, for subMutting to mh 
inevitiAsle mosfostune, which they Jiever had 
power. to prevent or avoid. 

Although the jneial law, which is the law of 
nature, and of nature^ God, is eteunal^ unchanged 
fiblei and of universal obligation.; yet it must 
appear evident ta every onpr^diced, reflecting 
mind, that the obligation to obey and £ul£l all 
ita precepts^ must vary in exact proportion to 
4hcir respective capacities to understand, and 
powers to fulfil, the duties incumbent on each 
individual, according to their various stations in 
ibe great scale of existence. & " ' 

' If this statement be correct, it follows, that as 
God is possessed of infinite vrisdom to discern, 
aad infinite power to execute, he must have made 
thia law the invariable rule of his conduct, 
throughout the extended universe. It is there- 
ibrq evident that they err most egregiously, who 
imag^e they do honour to the Deity by alledg- 
jdig^that he has f sovereign right to deviate 
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from this eternal standard of equal, impartial 
justice, and substitute arbitrary will and pleas- 
ure in place thereof. On this erroneous, detes- 
table principle they found their opinion, that 
God has a sovereign right to create millions of 
human beings, under an eternal decree of repro- 
bation, and afterwards to institute a deceptive 
scheme of probation,, by appointing a known 
traitor to be their representative, thereby to di- 
vest them of all moral power and capacity to ful- 
fil the precepts of the moral law, which is found- 
ed upon the eternal principles of rectitude, ac- 
cording to the relation and fitness of things, and 
then to damn them eternally for their depravity 
and incapacity ; or, in other words, for not do^ 
ing that which required powers of which they 
were purposely deprived before they were ere* 
ated. 

Ifwc may be permitted to judge from the 
whole tenour of their doctrine, the Partialists sup- 
pose that a being has a right to transgress the 
eternal laws of nature, in proportion to the de- 
gree of power and dignity which they possess ; 
otherwise how can they conceive, that because 
God is possessed of infinite power and dignity, 
he has a just right to send millions of humaa 
beings into the world, divested of moral recti- 
tude and power, and reprobated by an ek»dMl 
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decree, and sunk into the depths of depravity) 
by an abortive scheme of probation) and then 
to danin them eternally because they could not 
atone for their original guilt or actual trans- 
cession. Nor can they keep the law of God 
perfectly, which requires the most perfect obe- 
dience ; and in this deplorable, helpless condi- 
tion, are they supposed to be left, obnoxious to 
the wrath and curse of the God that made them, 
both in this life and that which is to come. And 
Christ (by their scheme) is supposed to be con- 
cerned for tlie elect only, which they denomi- 
nate his sheep. And the non-elect, or repro- 
bates, are goats, which were consigned to the 
devil by an eternal, immutable decree of repro- 
bation. 

. There is no other denomination of Christians 
who contend so strenuously, that it is perfectly 
consistent with the imerring rules of justice to 
punish a reprobate eternally for not obeying and 
keeping the laws of God perfectly ; and none 
are more ready to acknowledge their entire in- 
ability to dp it. They teach their children in 
their Catechism, that no mere man since the fall 
o( Adam, has been able to obey and keep the 
coinmands of God. But when they are told 
tfiat it would be repugnant to every idea ofjus- 
lifi^ to punish human beings eternally for not 
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performing dulses which their Maker had never 
furnished them with abilities to jTerform, th«y 
immediately reply, you had ample power given 
to you in Adam, which you and. all his. poster- 
ity losv by his fall. But if their own doctrine be 
U*ue, this assertion must be absolutely false, 
that Adam was ever invested with sufficient pow* 
ers to obey and fulfil the commands of God ; 
for if God had, by an eternal decree, '^ foreor- 
dained whatsoever should come to pass," he cer- 
tainly decreed every action of Adam's life, to* 
gether with all the crimes and abominations that 
ever have, or ever sliall come to pass^ And if 
this was the case, it was impossible for Adam to 
abstain from eating the forbidden fruit. There* 
fore the absolute necessity which impelled him 
to fulfil the decree, rendered it impossible for 
him to obey the command, as they were in dia- 
metrical opposition to each other. It is there* 
fore demonstrably evident, that there cannot be 
a more flagitious absurdity than to affirm, that 
God had ever placed mankind in such an horrid 
dilemma, that by fulfilling, the decree (which 
was unavoidable) he should lose conramnion 
with God, incur his wrath and cursej and. ^f> bo 
made liable to all the miseries of this life, to' 
death itself and to the pains of h«}] forever i And 
by disobeying the coounandi ta entail certaki 
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death and eternal misery upon millions' of his 
unborn, innocent posterity ! 

Having, as I suppose, sufficiently exposed the 
enormity of a doctrine so very derogato/y to the 
moral character of the Deity, and so higiily in- 
jurious to mankind (it being to ray certain know- 
ledge, the prolific parent of deism andjnfidelity) 
I shall now proceed to investigate and explain 
some of the causes of these errors, especially 
as those which are most prolific, are the most ^ 
concealed from obser\'ation or detection. I 
mean, in the first place, the great difficulty the 
Apostles must have experienced, arising from 
the deficiencyof appropriate terms in the Greek 
language, to express or convey many ideas con- 
tained in the Christian system of theology, that 
had never entered into the mind of a Grecian. 

And secondly, the difficulty of translating 
new coined terms, or circumlocutive language; 
for, when we allow that the original authors 
lyere inspired, we are certain that the translators 
were not. And I am confident that if the ex- 
periment should be made, by taking six lads of 
the most different religious persuasions, and let 
them study the Greek language, and the prin- 
<jples of their various discordant professions, 
UOder the direction of their most able Ministers^ 
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until they were thirty years old, and then set 
them separately to translate the New Testament 
from six of the oldest Grecian copies, into En- 
glish, every one of the translations would differ 
from the other. Of the truth of this allegation) 
we require no better evidence than to attend to 
the various discordant explanations given to the 
same passages of scripture in the English trans- 
lation of the New Testament, by good English 
scholars of different persuasions ; they will try 
to bend the text to make it accord with their 
own principles ; but where this cannot be doney 
they will contrive, by every possible means, to 
explain away its plain^ literal, grammatical sense} 
by giving it a spiritual, or figurative, or meta- 
phorical, or parabolical, or synecdochal mean- 
ing, or, indeed, any meaning but the right one. 
This last trope is very useful to them, by which 
the whole is put for a part, or a part for the 
whole : for when John tells his disciples that 
Christ was the lamb of God, who taketh away 
the ^in of the world. And again, that he is the 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world.... 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world....that Christ is the head of every 
man....that he gave himself a ranaom for a//.... 
that he taated death for every ;Ran....that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto him* 
self..MthAt Christ <Ued for aU....that thefree gift' 
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came upon all men to the justificaUon of life.... 
that every knee shall bow to Jesusi and every 
tongue confess that he is Lord, to the glory of 
God....that he concluded all in unbelief, that he 
might have mercy upon a]l....that Christ prom<« 
ised that if he should be lifted up from the 
earth, he ^ould draw all men unto him, even all 
that are in Heaven, and that are on earth, and 
under the earth, and in the sea, and all that are 
in them, shall unite with one voice in ascribing 
blessing, and honour, and glory, and power unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
lamb forever and ever : The Partialists insist 
that these gracious promises which are made 
to the vfhole vfwrld^ to every man, to all men^ to 
every creature, that every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue confess, that all that are in Heav* 
en, and all that are on the earth, and under the 
earth, and all that are in the sea, should be ex- 
pounded synecdochally, to mean but a very 
small part, and not the whole : for 

Synecdoche the whole for part doth take. 
Or part for whole, joist for the metreVsake. 

But if the use of such vague, indeterminate 
language l^e allowable in communicating our 
ideas in rhyme, on some light, trivial subject, 
k cei;taiiily cannot afford a laudable precedent 
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for delivering the sacred truths of the gospel, in 
prose, in the same vague style. 

But when they find themselves hard pressed 
to defend their favourite doctrine of eternal 
damnation, which they call the gospel, that is, 
glad tidings to all meriy they endeavour to collect 
as many texts to set in array against both scrip- 
ture and common sense, as they can find ; ma- 
ny of which have been fabricated out of a false 
translation of the Greek word aiony which prop- 
erly signifies an age, but which they have made 
to convey very opposite ideas from what is con- 
tained in the original, as I shall endeavour to 
prove by some extracts taken from a book writ- 
ten by Doctor Stonehouse, in England, who ap- 
pears, by his works, to have possessed a crili- 
cal knowledge of the Hebrew, Greek, Syriac, and 
Latin languages. It is written in letters (to a 
person who was also a good linguist j) in which 
he has detected and exposed the errors in the 
common translations, both in the Old and New 
Testaments; from which false translations 
many of these erroneous doctrines have origin- 
ated, and have since been maintained, especial- 
ly by the false translation of the word olem in He- 
brew, and the word aion in Greek. And I have; 
discovered but one place, viz. Ephesians ii. 7. 
where the words aion^ or aionioSi has been tnilf. 
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rendered, to wit, that in the af^ea to come, 8cc* 
Thejr saw that it would be absurd to render it, 
that in the etemitiea to come, &c. faeither would 
it accord with their principles to say, that in the 
world or worlda to come : they were therefore 
obliged, for once, to translate it properly. 

But before I begin to recite the demonstra-^ 
live arguments of Dr. Stonehouse, I shall en- 
deavour to point out some of the almost invin- 
cible difficulties which both the Apostles and 
translators had to encounter. It is well known 
that every science must have many peculiar 
technical terms, without which one person can- 
not communicate their ideas clearly to another. 
When Christianity was first promulgated, there 
was nothing similar to many of its institutions 
and doctrines to be found, either in the Jewish 
theology, or Grecian mythology ; and there- 
fore there could not have been a sufficient num- 
ber of precise words in the Greek ^anguage^. 
whereby the Apostles could convey their ideas 
clearly, even to a native Grecian ; for it would be 
preposterous to imagine, that any people would 
hav^ coined words to represent ideas which had 
never entered into ^heir minds. It is therefore 
evident, that the Apostles who wrote in Greek, 
must either have coined new words to convey 
new ideaS} or made use of drcumlocutive lan- 
P2 
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guage to explain their meaning. In conse- 
quence of which, those who translated the New 
Testament from the original Greek, into Eng- 
lish, could gain no etyrhological information by 
perusing ihe works of the celebrated Grecian 
authors, who were Heathen, as they had no 
language to express many of the ideas in the 
Christian system* The translators, therefore, 
have used the same word to express ideas and 
things that are essentially different, and fre- 
quently, either through ignorance or design, to 
mistake the meaning of the Greek word entire- 
ly, as Djr. Stonehouse has demonstrated they 
have done ^yith the words azon and aioniosj which 
in many places they have construed eternal, 
Everlasting, for ever and ever. And in many 
other places, where this construction would be 
absurd, they have rendered the same word 
world. And every i>er6on of common sense 
can easily perceive, that eternity and the warldy 
has as little etymological affinity as time has ta 
a saw-miU. ; * 

The title of the fragment of the Reverend 
Dr. Stonehouse's book, that is now before me> 
is Universal Restitution, &c. 
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^£tt£K i* TJuathe JSngUah words eternal^ ever'* 
lastingjfor ever and ever^ hc»areun9crifitural, 
and exfiresi not the true import qfthe original 
word€ aioii} aeon> olem. 

TO 

SIR, 

What I have to advance upon this great truthi 
the restitution of all things, will be drawn^ 
mostly, from two considerations, Jirstj From a 
consideration of the kingdom of God to be es- 
tablished by divine management in the person 
of the God-man, Christ Jesus: and secondly f 
From a consideration of the present fallen na- 
ture and disposition of the creature, but moro 
immediately of the human soul. These two 
points will divide my enquiries into two parts, 
the first of which will respect the kingdom o£ 
God* But as preliminary thereto, I must be- 
gin with what I take to be the true import of 
the words o/em and aion iton, the foundation o£ 
tlire mistake I have so often complained of. 

Sect. I. The worrf olem, ita meaning and force. 

. The word olem (or ovflem) which the Seplu- 
6gint translate (wherever it respects time) by 
the Greek word aion (and which translation 
seems to have been the occasion of Jhe frequent 
use of the word aion afterwards among tlM> 
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Greek Christians) it is wdl known; is vsaidly^ 
in our Old^ as is also the word aim in our New 
Testament) rendered by the English words eter- 
nal, everlasting, and without end ; but how just- 
ly is the question in debate* 

The word oiemy among the Hebrews, signi- 
fied, as a Terb, to hide, toconceali to reserve in 
darkness and secrecy ; as a noun, uncertaint. 
indefinite, undetermined, undeclared, and, con-» 
sequently, applied to a person, it means an un- 
certain, indeterminate person ; and applied to 
time (its only use which at present concerns, 
us) an indefinitci undeclared) though very lon£ 
time* 

The word aiotif among the Greeks, signifiedt 
la its genuine meaning, an age, or so long as 
Tery old men live, a term of about 100 years ; 
yet sometimes the Greeks applied it tQamuch 
bnger term than an hundred years, and spnAer 
times to a shorter term ; ■ so that the word.otbn 
corresponds tolerably with the wdrd oiem in its 
use, though not in its natural import ; for though 
iaion aeon^ signifies not as olemy hidden, covered, 
concealed, indefinite, unascertained ; yet, as ap-^ 
plied to time, it denotes what is very like this» 
a long though undetennined portion or perio4 
of time. 
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• Jion signifies the space of 100 years, though 
the destruction of the Jews foretold, Mat. mu 
40. fen te Bunteleia to aionoaj came to pass be« 
fore 50 years. 

Sect. II. The word aion meana not eternity. 
HoweTcr that the words aion^ aeon^ even in the 
scripture acceptation of it, cannot signify what 
we moderns mean hy the word eternity^ will ap- 
pear for the following reasons : 

Mrat^ Because such meaning of it is, in ma- 
ny. instances, repugnant to other parts of scrip- 
ture '^ ^ % Ck)p«.iv. 4. In whom the God {to 
aionoa toto) of Xh'vs aeon has blinded the minds 
of them that believe not, Uc, Now, supposing 
the word aeon to mean age, and not eternity, 
satan may here be aptly exhibited to us in this 
grand and horrible description of him, the God 
of this age, ov aton; biit it were blasphemy to 
call him the GoA of eternity $ besides the ab- 
jBurdity of styling him the God of thU eternity ; 
for the word /^>, sa usedy must imply some 
other, eternity besides the present; and two 
eternities are an inconsistency in terms. Again, 
Ephesians v. 12. We wpestle not against flesh 
jiiidll>lood, but against the rulers of the dark- 
ness \{to aionoM toto) of this aeon. But trans- 
late the word a^on here eternity y and this pas- 
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tage would be, against the rulers of the dai^k* 
ness of this eternity. So 1 Cor. i. 30. Where 
is the wise, where is the scribei where is the 
disputer {to aionos toto) of this aeon^ and not of 
this eternity. 1 Tim. ii. 6. Charge them that 
are rich {en to nunawu) in the uow^Qctm age, 
and not in the now eternity^ that they bo'iiot high 
minded, 8cc. So Tim. ii. 1 2. That denying un* 
godliness and worldly lusts^ we should live so^ 
berly, righteously, and godly (en to nun aiwii) in 
the now aeon. So Mat. xiii.23. The seed among 
the lhomsis,he thatheareth the word and the 
care {to aionoi toto) of this aeon age (not of :tbis 
cteraity) and the deeeitfulness of riches qhokt 
the word, and he becotneth unihiitful. Sec. For 
what common sense can endure that the word 
don aeon J in these ^places, should be thus ren« 
dered by the word eternity i 

Secondly^ That the word ofoit does not stgtaifjf^ 
eternity, is also clear, because there was a time 
before aion meon was, yea, before the a^on^ plural 
were; e. g« Acts xt. 18. Known unto God are 
all his works (afiaionoa) since the aeon$ i. e. 
the great, comprehensive oeon began. Acta 
iii. 21. Spoken by the mouth of his holy Pro- 
phets (afi aionoa) since the aeon began. JohB 
ix. S2. (e^ U. aionos J, amt the aeon begah was 
it not lieafdibaty fcc.. Ajid in the same aenai 
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mre used aecn»9 ages in the plural number : e. g. 
1 Cor. ii. r. The hidden mystery of God pre- 
ordained unto his glory ffiro ton aiononj before 
the aeons began^ which none of the princes (to ai* 
9n90 toto) of this aeon knew. Eph. iii. 9. The 
mystery which has been hid in God (afio ton 
aiononj from the beginning of the aeon*. Col. i. 
S6. The mystery that has been hid fafioton aionon 
kuafio ton geneonj from the aeons and the gener- 
ations^ but now is made manifest unto his sunts* 

Thirdly J It is evident again, that the word aeon 
cannot signify eternity, because there are more 
Ofoiw than one ; whereas eternity, everlasting- 
ness, and forever, must be an individual, as im- 
plying an unity of consistence, and simple con- 
tinuance. Luke XX. 34. And Jesus said unto 
them, the children (to aionoa toto) of this aeon^ 
marry and are given in marriage, but they who 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain {to aionos 
ektino) that other aeonj and the resurrection 
fiom the dead, neither marry nor are given in 
marriage. Sec. 

Here we find this and that, and consequently 
two aeons, a distinction observable in many parts 
of scripture ; so 1 Cor. ii. 6. Yet not the wisdom 
(^af(7no»/o/o)ofthisceon which comes to nought. 
Rom. xii. 3, Be not conformed to (to atcfU toto) 






180 

this aeon. And in a like distinguishing sense 
>ve often find mentioned the cares, the Wisdom, 
the men, the things, the children {to aiono9 toto) 
of this aeon ; all which imply, that there must 
be some other aeon beside the present, and con- 
sequently more aemia than one. 

Fourthly^ That the word aeon cannot mean 
eternity is evident yet farther, because there ai*e 
pot only more dsona than one, but these aeont 
succeed one the other, as the links of a chain, 
the one beginning where the other ends : e. %• 
Mat. xii. 32-. But whosoever speaketh against 
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him (en 
toto to aionij in this aeon (oute en to meleontij 
nor in that to come. £ph. i. 21. And set him 
at his own right hand in heavenly places, far 
above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only {en to aioni toto) in this aeon^ but also 
in that which is to come. Gal. i. 4. Who gave 
himself for our sins, that he might seize us (ek 
to enestotos aionos fionero) out of this present 
wicked aeon. Eph. ii. 7. That (en tois ato*i toit 
ejierchomenoiej in theaeon* to come, he might 
shew the exceeding riches of his grace. So 
2 Tim. iv. 10. Demas is said to have forsaken 
Paul because of his love to the present aeon. 
Whereas Christians are described^ Hely. yi. 4, 5, 
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such as have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 
have been made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
ami have tasted the good word of God, and the 
power (or virtue) of the aon to come. 

The present <ro«, therefore, as it began, so 
will it also end ; and in its end be succeeded by 
an aon to unfold itself in a most essential dif- 
ference and dissimilitude from the past. 

Fifthly^ From hence also it appears again, 
that the word aon (aion) cannot mean eternity, 
because it must end and be no more ; of which 
we have further assurance, Mat. xxviii. 20. And 
lo I am with you (/lasaM ta9 hemeras) all the days, 
even to the end {to aionoa) of the 4ton. Mat. 
xiii. 29. The harvest is the end {to aionoa) of the 
eon : v. 40. So shall it be in the end {to mono9 
ioto)x}{ this aon. 

Sixthlyy And not only eon singly and indefi« 
liitely, but {oi aioneti) the <fon» plural, shall also 
have an eird. Heb. ix. 26. But now once about 
(or towards) the conclusion (or closing up toge- 
ther) of the aona {efii aunteleia ton aionon) he ap- 
peared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self. 1 Cor. X. 1 1 . And they were written for 
ouf admonition upon whom the ends {ton aionon) 
of the aon9 are come ; and not the ends of the 
Q 
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oternities. Neither can the words tofk (Uofion 
signify the world, for the term aion^ in scrip-* 
lure, is no substitute for the term koanwsy world. 

The translators of our New Testament, sen- 
sible of the absurdity that would ensue from con- 
struing the word aion in many places eternal^ 
have, in various instances, substituted the noun 
tuorldy instead of the verb eternaly viz. the rulers 
of this {aion) world, the disputers of this {aion) 
world, the riches of the present {aion) world} 
&c. but without reaching the intention of the 
scripture ; for it is the age, and not the world 
which the scripture every where complains of. 
The worldly inhabitants of the present age are 
wicked, but the worldly inhabitants of a future 
age shall be righteous. The ruler of darkness 
in (i. e. the dark ruler of) this age, is satan, the 
ruler of a succeeding age, even upon this world 
of ours, will be Jesus Christ. So that the cares 
of this tfow, are the cares of the people of this 
^ge ; and a conformity to this aon^ is a confor<« 
xuity to the people of this age, 8cc. And eia ton 
aionaj though it may be rendered physiologi-* 
pally as long as the world stands, yet, in its true 
force, it means as long as the age (that is, the 
great age of wickedness, which comprehends 
many other lesser ages of .the same kind) en« 
dures. This world will weather outxnanf ag^ 
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and that not only ages of rebellion, but aUo ages 
of godliness and peace. 

To suppose, therefore, the word azon <eo«, aj^e, 
to be equivocal with the word kosmos, world, is, 
tvithout further proof, unreasonable. But, be- 
sides this, and besides that, we have no prece- 
dent for translating it so, out of any of the Greek 
heathen authors, whose works are transmiiled 
down to our times. This way of translating 
the word will' also make many seripture passa- 
ges more than absurd, e?(H> arriant nonsense^ aH 
the few following examples, which have very 
many like them, will demdhstrate. The term 
miany then, being trianslated world, the subset 
quent texts will be translated a& follows : Ma^ 
▼i. 13. Thine is the kingdom, and the powei\ 
and the glory {eta toa aionas) to the worlds. John 
yi. 15. He that eatethofthis bread shall live (^/« 
ton aiond) to the world. Chapter xi. 26. He 
fchall not die («« ton atona) to the world. Heb. 
xiii. 8. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to-day 
{kai eis toa aionaa) and to the worlds. Rom. xiv. 
i 1:. The smoke of their tornients ascendeth up 
{eis aiona aionon) to a world of worlds. Hebi 
ysiiu 20. The God of peace, who, through the 
^lood {diathcken aionion) of the worldly covenant. 
Mat. xix. 16. The rich man says to our Lord 
what shall I do to have {zoen aionion) worldly 
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life ? 1 Tim. vi. 12. Fight the g;ood fight of faith, 
lay hold on {aiordo zoes) vroTldly life. John xii. 
25. He that hateth his hfe (^en to kostno toto) in 
this world, shall keep it (jeia zoen aionion) to 
worldly life. Rom. xvi. 26. According to the 
commandment (to aionio theo) of the worldly 
God. Heh. ix. 1 4. Christ who {dia tineumat09 
aionio) through the worldly spirit ofifered him^r 
self to God, &c. 

But what common sense will admit of the 
strange impertinence of the above translations of 
the terms atony aionioa ? So that, unless we claim 
a like use for the word <fOR, as- is related of a 
nose of wax, which its owner could convert and 
transform at jdeasure, its vulgar translations, 
namely, nuorldy eternal^ 8cc. must be renounced* 

KoWy see Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

^on, a Greek word properly signifying the 
age or duration of any thing. 

JEon, among the followers of Plato, was used 
to signify any virtue, attribute, or perfection : 
hence they represented the Deity as an assem* 
blage of all possible ^om ; and called him pk* 
roma j a Greek word signifying fulness.^ 
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The Valentinians, Vfho, in the first ages of 
the Church, blended the conceits of the Jewish 
Cabalists, the Platonists, and the Chaldean phi- 
losophers, with the sinipli<?it7 of the Christian 
doctrine, invented a kind of theogony or gene- 
alogy of Gods (not unlike that of Hesiod) whom 
they called by several glorious names, and all 
by the general appellation of aona s among 
which ihey reckoned zocy life ; logosj word ; mo- 
nog'onesy only begotten ; fileromoj fulness ; and 
many other divine powers and emanations, 
amounting in number to thirty ; which thejr 
fancied to be successively derived from one an- 
other; and all from one self-originated Deity, 
named Bythua^ i. e. profound or unfathomable, 
whom they called likewise the mo&t high and 
ineffable Father. 

This word £on is of inestimable value to the 
Partialists, on account of its protean qualities. 
It is perhaps the most pliable, accommodating 
word that can be found in any language. But ' 
it appears to be rather too vague to found a 
doctrine upon, which traduces the moral char- 
acter of God, and contradicts the most clear 
and important doctrines which are taught in the 
New Testament. The scriptures proclaiftv 
that Christ gave himself a ransom for ally to be 
teatified in due time...*that he tasted death bt 

Q2, 
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every inan....that he hath obtained (aioniop) re^ 
demption for us....that he^ Christ, was sent by 
his Father to be the Saviour (or restorer) of the 
world. John xiii. 3. Jesus knowing tliat the 
Father had given all things into his hands, Sec. 
Mat. Kxviii. 18. And Jesus came aild spake un^ 
to them, saying, all power is given unto me in 
Heaven and on earth. By all these passages* 
and very many more that might be enumerated^ 
it is evident,'that the Father had given all thing* 
into the hands of his Son, and invested him with, 
ample powers to be the Saviour or restorer ot 
the world, and to destroy the works of the devil. 
And he promises, in the most explicit terms, 
shortly before his crucifixion, that if he should 
be lifted up from the earth, he would draw eU 
men unto him. But by a false ti*anslation oC 
this equivocal word iton^ they have been enabled 
to propagate a doctrine highly derogatory to the 
moral character of God, and extremely injurious 
to mankind. They affirm, instead of Christ'si 
exerting these extraordinary powers to recon- 
cile the world to his Father, and restore them 
to his favour, and to destroy the works of the 
devil, he will select a few individuals, which he 
will assist by his efficacious^ irresistible grace, 
and abandon the remainder to the peaceable do- 
minion of the devil ; so that, instead of destroy- 
ing the works of the devil; which are allowed bjr 
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all to be &in and misery (for the sting of death 
is sin) he will (if their doctrine be true) establish 
the kingdom of the devil upon a basis equally 
permanent with that of his Father. This is 
their glorious consummation of all things, wheiv 
some few may sing in Heaven the praises of a 
partial Saviour, and the remainder liowl in hell^ 
cursing the only being who could have saved 
them, but would not. And the best apology 
they can make for the tragical termination of 
this all-important affair, is, that they did not bcf 
lieve in Christ....that they would not come to 
him that they might be saved. But I beg leavQ 
to ask these apologists,^r»f. Did ever any per- 
son, believe any proposition whatever uatil.the 
force of evidence produced conviction ? Secondly^ 
Is it possible for a person to disbelieve a prop* 
osition, after adequate evidence has produced 
conviction of its truth ? Thirdly ^ Are we not ex» 
pllciUy told, that Christ came to seek and tp 
save that which was lost ? And, we are al^o told 
by Christ in these plain words, that no man caT| 
come to me, except the Father which sent me 
draw him. And are also - told, that it is Gt)d 
tbat.worketh in us both to v>ill and to do his owu 
good pleasure.. 

It is generally acknowledged that inan is 
born into the world without any degree of innate 
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knowledge or goodness, and as generally ac- 
knowledged that God is the source and foun- 
tain of all goodness, wisdom, and power. It i» 
therefore evident that whatever goodness, wis- 
dom, or power, any human being ever did, or 
ever will possess, must be the free gift of 
God, for it can be obtained no wHere else. It is 
therefore evident, that if the Deity should refuse 
to communicate to us a sufficient degree of his 
wisdom and goodness to qualify us for happi- 
ness, both here and hereafter, it is now, and ever 
has been, impossible to obtain these indispensa- 
ble qualifications from any other source. 

It is evident that God did not create man with 
sufficient powers to resist every kind and degree 
of temptation, and to obey the laws of his Ma- 
ker perfectly ; yet, although he transgressed 
and fell, he did not leave him to perish eternally 
in this helpless condition, but laid the burthen 
of our numerous transgressions upon one that 
was both willing and able to save and restore all 
those who were lofSt. Isaiah liii. 6. All we, like 
sheep, have gone astray, we have turned eveiy 
««e to his own way, and the Lord hath laid ort 
A/mthe iniquities of us all: i.e. bf a// that had 
gone astray. 1 John iv. 14. This is the person 
which John testifies was sent by his Father to 
be the Saviour of the world. Mat.xxviii. 18. who 
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inrested him with all the power in Heaven and 
on earth. Thus armed with omnipotence, he 
came to restore the human racey even all who 
had gone astray. 1 John iii. 8. He was also 
manifested to destroy the works of the devil. 
Heb. ii. 14. and not only his works, but the 
devil himself. Now is it not evident, that those 
Who openly declare and teach, that Christ never 
will either save or restore the world, nor destroy 
the works of the devil, nor the old traitor him* 
self, are infidels in the proper sense of the word ? 
For barely acknowledging the being of a Gody 
and denying his goodness, wisdom, and poweff 
can never constitute a true Christian belie ven 

To affirm that the Deity has created beings 
which' he never vdshed to save, is imputing to 
him an act of injustice and cruelty, of which no 
benevolent being would be guilty. To say that 
he once wished them all to be eventually happy, 
but that he positively knew, before he created 
them, that vast numbers of them would be.etep- 
nally miserable, is grossly impeaching his good- 
ness, wisdom, and power ; for goodness would 
have prohibited their creation, if wisdom could 
not have contrived a plan, by which almighty 
power might have prevented their eternal tor- 
ments. 
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It was the omnipotent Jehovah who created 
us ; it was he who laid the plan for our redemp^ 
tion ; and it is a being who styles himself our 
Father) who must execute it ; and he certainly 
was a competent judge of the extent of his own 
powers^ to enable him to know exactly what he 
could do ) so that he ran no risk of having his 
plans defeated by the interference of any other 
powers. What he ever wished to doy he wtU 
<:ertainly accomplish; and all the logic in tho 
universe will never be able to peraUade me^ that 
God ever willed the eternal damnation of any 
human beings either before or after he hai 
brought it into existence* And I am certua 
that no human being will ever be eternally 
damned contrary to his will. For Grod has ex« 
plicitly declared his will in 1 Tim. ii. 4. whicb 
18} that a// men should be saved} and come unt(v 
the knowledge of the truUi. 

ZeNer X Sttmchoiue. 

Sect. IlL.MCAmr thelaoter] restorer or deiiveref 
qfcUlmen. 
This truth is pronounced and established by 
80 many corresponding texts in scripture, and 
in such variety of expression, that the unpreju- 
diced must readily assent to it. So Luke iii. 6. 
All flesh shall see the restoration of God. 1 Johft 
ii. 2, He is the propitiation for our sins, and OQt 
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for ours only) but also for the sins of the whoie 
vforld, John iv. 42. We know thatt this is indeed 
the Christ the restorer of the world. 1 Tim. ii« 
4. Who Wilis theit all men should be restored^ 
^nd come tD the acknowledgment of the truth. 
Tit. ii. 11. The grace of God which bringeth 
restoration to all men, hath appeared. In the Sy* 
riac this passage is thus read : the grace of God 
restoring (or quickening) ail hath appeared un- 
to all th^ sons of men* 1 John iv. 14. We do 
testify, that the Father sent the Son to be the 
restorer of the world. 2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lord 
is long suffering for your sake, being not willing 
{me bolomenoa) u e. not counselling that any one 
should perish^ but that all should come to re* 
pentance. 

Neither is this great event revealed to us 
Vierely as what shall bej but^as an event resting 
upon, and having its root in, the very nature of 
things ; as a purpose of God not arbitrary, but 
grounding its basis upon the greatest of all other 
occurrences which Heaven or earth has yet 
been witness of, namely, redemfitum finished for 
us. For Christ has indeed exhausted the whole 
venom of sin in his own body, and is in him- 
self, singly, both the cause and power of our re-« 
covery. And hence again we read, John i. 29. 
4Miold the lamb of God which beareth away 
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(ten amartian) the sin (in the sing^ular number) 
of the world. 3 Cor. v. 19. God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not impu- 
ting their trespasses : verse 3 i . for he hath made 
him to be sin for us (ufier emon amartian efioie^ 
9en) that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him. IsMah xxxviii. 17. Thou hast 
cast all our sins behind thy back. 1 John i. 7. 
If we walk in the light, &c. The blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, cleanse th us from all sin ; inso- 
much that, Isaiah i. 18. Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as weol: 
and this merely because Christ is singly, in his 
ewn person, the propitiation for the sins of all ; 
io, Heb. i. 3. Who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had by himself (di e auto) purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the majesty 
on high. Col. ii. 13. Having forgiven all tres- 
passes, blotting out the hand writing of ordinan- 
ces that was against us, which was contrary to 
us, and he took it out of the way, nailing it to 
his cross. Heb. ix. 36. But now once (efii nm^ 
teleia ton aiononj about the meeting of the ex- 
tremities of the aons hath he appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrafice of himself. Upon this 
ground, says Stt Paul| 1 Cor* xi« 3. He is the 
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head of every man, and not of every man only ; 
for, Rom. xiv. 9. To this end Christ died, and 
rose again, and revived, that he might he Lord 
both of the dead and of the living (or quicken* 
ed) as it is written, every knee shall bow to me* 

But if all this be true, how idle the euppo* 
sition that satan shall be lord of corrupted 
nature so long as is Christ of restored nature ; 
or that sinners shall be sinners in hell etemallyt 
irrecoverably ! Does the scripture teach us 30 ? 
1 John iii. 8, For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that he might dissolve (luae) 
the woi:ks of the devil. He will, therefore, most 
surely dissolve them or reduce them to nothing | 
find how ? In a few instances only ? But his 
wprk will be a perfect and accomplished work) 
extending universally to every individual.— 
Yea, if he should fail in any single instance, 
his work, in that degree, must fall short of the 
purposes of his will, seeing he will have all men 
to be restored and come to the acknowledgment 
of the truth ; which is only saying, in other 
terms, that he will have all the mischievous 
works of satan in every man, to be utterly de- 
feated and invalidated ; he will have all-to be 
restored to life in him. 
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But besides these considerations^ are not lost 
gouls declared expressly to be our Saviour's! 
Are we not assured that the lost are those very 
souls which he came to seek and to restore ? 
So far are these from being unsusceptible of 
restoration, that they are the very destined sub- 
jects of his restoring power, the reason that he is 
now God-man. 1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful 
laying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to restore [or deliver] 
sinners. Our Lord accordingly styles himself 
the friend of publicans and sinners, and tells us 
that he died for sinners while they were sin- 
ners ; that he was manifested to take away their 
sins ; that this taking away their sins is that fa- 
vourite business which first brought him down 
from the bosom of his Father ; which moved 
him to empty himself, to take upon him the 
form of a servant, to become a man of no ac- 
count, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief. Moreover, when a man, it was not any 
natural insensibility or hardiness, for he had a 
weak and delicate frame of body ; but it was the 
expectation of seeing the travail of his soul in 
the restoration of sinners, that encouraged him 
through all his sufferings—.that made his thorny 
crown tolerable....that allayed the violence of his 
stripes, and that supported his resolution upon 
the cross, till he could cry out with a loud voice^ 
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it 19 Jiniahed, Luke xii. 50. 1 have a baptisni) 
says he> to be baptized with, and how am I 
straitened till it be accomplished ! And can we 
believe that this straitening labour, his restoring 
office, is now no longer his dear concern ; that 
know ceases to be his urgent employment, his 
joy, his glory ? Can we believe that Christ's 
love is abated by his dying for us ? or his power 
lessened by his ascension ? Is he now no longer 
able to restore lost souls from Hades, or seize, 
his redeemed from out of the grasp of the wick- 
ed one ? The thought either way is very unwor- 
thy of him ; a base impeachment of so much 
love, of so efficacious a sacrifice, and of so * 
great an authority, {Letter X. Sect. IF. 

.Wickedness shall have its due punishment, 
yet shall not defeat our Lord's purposed resto- 
ration. IStone/iouse. 

I have often wondered at the weakness of peo- 
ple reasoning for an eternal damnation, from 
the observed prevailing power of sin, from its 
abounding, as it were, in defiance of God ; and 
because, say they, such numbers of the dying 
must ' be daily lost among the damned. For 
what can be argued from hence against the 
universal efficacy pf our Lord's atonemait here- 
after*^ to prevail, as now in the first fruits, so 
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finally in all ? Does it follow that because the 
eiFccts of onr Lord's sacrifice do not immediate^ 
Jy display themselves universallyj that there- 
fore they never will ? Were not the Jews de- 
clared to be a redeemed people long before that 
redemption was dispensed to them ? For ages 
before its accomplishment, or even his incarna- 
tion, does not our Lord pronounce himself the' 
restorer or redeemer of his people ; so, Isaiah 
xliv. 22. I have blotted out, as a cloud, thint^ 
iniquities, as a thick cloud thy sins ; return 
unto me, for I have redeemed thee : sing, O 
heavens, for Jehovah has done it. A promise 
not even yet formally accomplished, Rom. xi. 
25, 26. So Isaiah liv. 4, 5. Thou shalt forget 
the shame of thy youth, for thy Maker is thf 
husband) Jehovah of Hosts is his name, and thy 
redeemer the holy one of Israel, the God of the 
whole earth. Again, Jehovah is king of Israel ; 
his redeemer^ Jehovah of Hosts. Again, I will 
gather them, for I have redeemed them. Again, 
their redeemer is strong, Jehovah of Hosts is his 
name. Again, Hos. vii. 13. Wo unto themi 
for they have strayed from me ; destruction 
unto them, because they have transgress^ 
against me. Though I have redeemed thqmf 
yet have they spoken lies against me. Note : 
Here we see destruction and redemfition ex« 
pressly declared of the same individuals ; alid 
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that they on whom woes and destruction are 
denounced, are nevertheless the redeemed of 
God. Heb. x. 31. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God. And yet are 
our sufferings permitted in his tender love of 
us : they result from a beneficence veiled, that 
it may be more effectual, in the forms of sever- 
ity. 

•* Good when he gives, supremely good ; 

Nor less when he denies : 
Even crosses, from his sovereign hand, • 

Are blessings in disguise." 

But for vain and useless miseries, or which 
have no good event in view, we can find neither 
ground of existence, nor place in nature^ nor 
author to produce them ; they contradict all 
our ideas of goodness, wisdom, mercy, and pow- 
er, in the divine dignity ; and have nothing to re- 
commend them besides texts mis-rendered, and 
an authority which it is the profession of Prot- 
estants to renounce. Though God may not 
have decreed one half the events that occur, yet, 
since he has provided that every course of 
vnlling within the possibility of the creature's 
choice shall terminate ultimately in real good, 
^he free vnU of any creature can ultimately do 
him no harm. 

. E2 
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Temporal suffenngs, however exquisite of 
lasting, necessariiy suppose an end suitable to 
the nature of him by whose authority they are 
contingently constituted) and of consequence an 
end salutary ; i. e. one way or other, according 
to the creature's choice, for the creature's bene- 
fit. But what is permitted by God as salutaryi 
xnu&t be big with salutary effects. 

In pursuance of this reflection, then, we may 
well suppose the violent anguish (although 
merely the event of the creature's own will) to 
be occasionally a production of love concealed, 
having joy and glory, with all the blessings of a 
divine bounty in its issue ; and this, too, infalli* 
bly, since no resistance in the creature can fi- 
nally defeat the gracious ends of Christ's sacri- 
fice for all. Moreover, the workings of our 
isonian God, or the God of nature, towards thiaf 
gracious direction of all occurrences, are al- 
rc:\dy, even at this very time, obvious in all 
men, as we gather from the Apostle's words, 
Rom. viii. 19, 23. The earnest expectation of 
the creation waiteth for the revelation of the 
sons of God : for the creation was made subject 
to vanity (not willingly, but by him who sub- 
jected it) in hope that the creation itself should 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption, 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
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Forwkuowth*rt!:ewiiole creation groatieth 
together, and travelleth together until now ; and 
not only they, but even we ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, tlie redemption of the body. 

A late good author, whom we will call B. re- 
marks with a generous frankness upon this pas« 
sage as follows : verse 19. The earnest expec- 
tation. The " words denote a lively hope of 
something drawing near, and a vehement long- 
ing after it. Of the creation. ...of all visible crea- 
tures (believers excepted, who are spoken of 
apart) each kind according as it is capable. All 
these have been sufTerers through sin, and to all 
these shall refreshment redound from the glory 
of the children of God. Upright heathens are 
by no means excluded : no, nor the vainest of 
mtn, who (although in the hurry of life they 
mistake vanity for libeity, and partly stifle, 
partly dissemble their groans, yet) in their so- 
ber, quiet, sleepless, afflicted hours, pour forth 
many sighs in the ear of God. Verse 2 1 . Shall 
be delivered. Destruction is not deliverance.'* 

Mr. B. here, by the whole creation mention- 
ed of the Apostle in this passage as subject to 
Vanity, and groanhig together for deliverance, 
understands " all visible creatures who are un- 
believers J*' for, says he, « the believers are ex-^ 
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oepted, zj^ spoken of apart s" and whereas the 
whole creation so groaning, according to the 
Apostle's words, verse 21. shall be delivered. 

Mr. B. must mean that all the visible crea- 
tures who are now unbelievers shall be deliver- 
ed, even the vainest of men. We make no 
doubt that Mr. B. will acknowledge, that all un- 
believers shall die, perish, be destroyed ; be- 
cause we can no otherwise believe the scriptures. 
But he says farther, that << destruction is not 
deliverance ;" therefore, according to him, the 
whole creation of unbelievers must be both de« 
stroyed and delivered. And because Mr. B. 
cannot suppose that the whole creation of unbe- 
lievers shall first be delivered, and afterwards 
destroyed, he miust mean that the whole crea- 
tion of unbelievers shall first be destroyed, and 
after that delivered ; as has been already ob- 
.served on a passage of Sophocles, see page 46, 
the wicked soul (sotheaetai) shall be reccraeredf 
after that (afioleto) it has been destroyed. Ac- 
cording to Mr. B. therefore, destruction and 
delivery infallibly awaiting all the unbelieving, 
visible creation, the one, namely, destructioUi 
shall be the doom, the other, namely, deliver- 
ance, the recovery of all visible creatures who 
are unbelievers. Now a type of this our de- 
struction and deliverance; we have daily befcrt 
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our eyes in the bodies of our fellow-creatureS) 
Xfrho all die and corrupt, in order to rcYive again 
into an higher kind of life. 

Let us, then, satisfy ourselves, that as Christ 
is the restorer of the world, the world must fi- 
nally be restored...that as he has solemnly prom- 
ised to draw all men unto him, all men must fi- 
nally come unto him...that as he enlightens evert; 
man that cometh into the world, every man that 
Cometh into the world must finally be a child of 
light ; (for this light so given must have an end 
worthy the kind giver ;) and that as he died 
for the sins of the whole world, and in so dying 
tasted death for every many the sins of xh^ivhole 
world are atoned for, and the benefit of his tast- 
ed death must finally reach every man. 

I presume it must be granted, that Christ 
would never have undertaken the painful task 
of restoring the human race to the favour of 
God and permanent Jiappiness, if he had not 
ardently wished, and positively designed to per- 
severe in the use of adequate means to accopd- 
plish his gracious purpose. And as he assures 
118 that he was invested with all the power in 
Heaven and upon earth, Mat. xiiviii. 18. we may 
rest assured that he is both able and willing to 
draw aUmen unto bim> John xii. 32« The im« 
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]iortant business which Christ was afterwards 
sent to accomplish, was foretold by the prophet 
Daniel near 53S years before he appeared on 
earth, which was, to Jiniah tran8grea9ion,.,Xo 
make an end oi ain8.,.*\.o make reconciliation for 
iniqmty,.„vn^ bring in everlasting righteousness, 
Daniel ix. S4. Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people, and upon thy holy City, to fin- 
ish the transgression, and to make an end of 
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal 
up the vision and prophesy, and to anoint the 
most holy. Upon this text Mr. Poole maket 
the following comment, viz. 

Firstj Note.t..the angel discovers first the dis^ 
ease, in three words, Peshang, Gnavon, Chata 
oth, which contains all sorts of sin which the 
Messiah should free us from by his full redemp- 
tion. See Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7. Mat. i. 21. viz. 
original, actual, of ignorance, presumption. Sec. 

Secondly^ The angel shews us also the cure 
of this disease, in three words, le callee^ le cham 
tain^ le cafifier, 1. To finish transgression. 3. 
To make an end of sin. 3. To make reconcili- 
ation. All which words are very significant in 
the original, and signify to pardon, to blot out| 
mortify, expiate i that iS} to bring in justifica** 
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tion by tbe free grace of God in Jesus Christ, 
the Lord our righteousness, Isa. liii. 6. Jer.23. 
6. and xxxiii. 16. 1 Cor. i. 30/ Called everlast- 
ing because Christ is eternal, and he and his 
righteousness is everlasting. If all this be true, 
how egregiously are the Partialists mistaken) 
who obstinately persist in affirming, that Christ 
will never either finish transgression, or make 
an end of sin ! For if sinners are to be confined 
in hell eternally, cursing and blaspheming the 
name of him who created them for this very pur- 
pose, he having, as they suppose, sentenced them 
to perdition by an eternal decree of reprobation, 
prior to their existence* How, then, is it pos- 
sible that Christ should fulfil the prophet Da- 
niel's prediction, i. e, that he should Jiniah traru- 
gressiorij and make an end of sins ! Nay, to put 
the matter past all dispute, many of them have 
laboured to prove sin to be infinite, and it is evi- 
dent that whatever is inJlnUey can never be 
brought to an end or terminated, as the natu- 
ral and grammatical meaning of the word infi* 
fdte signifies endless duration. 

If the doctrines of the Partialists are true, then 
the Prophets and Apostles, and even Christ him- 
self, were greatly to blame for promising that 
he should perform impossibilities, and do many 
things which they affirm he neither ever wished 
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or intended to accomplish^ such as, that he . 
would finish transgression and make an end,of 
sins.... that he would destroy the works of the 
devil....that he would destroy him that hath the 
power of death, that is, tlie devil, John i. 29. 
,John proclaims him to be the lamb of God, who 
should take [or bear away] the sin of the world. 
i John iv. 14. he says, And we have seen, and 
do testify, that the Father sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world. 1 John ii. 2. It is af- 
.firmed, that he is the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world. £ph. i. 9. Paul says, Having 
made known unto us the mystery of his will, ac- 
cording to his good pleasure which he hath pur- 
.posed to himself. 10. That in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times, he might gather into 
one all things in Christ, both which are in Hea- 
;yen, and which are on earth, even in him. Col. 
-i. 19. For it pleased the Father that in him all 
fulness should dwell. 20. And having made 
■peace by the blood of his cross, ai^ by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself ; by him, I 
say, whether they be things on earth or things 
in Heaven. It is declared, 1 Tim. ii. 6. That 
Christ gave himself a ransom for all, to be tes- 
tified in due time. And St. Paul tells the He- 
brews, Heb. ii. 9. But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels, by the suf- 
fering of death, crowned witJi glory and honour, 
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that he, by the grace of God, should taste death 
for every man. But the most important promise 
is made by Christ himself, John xii. 32. saying, 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, nvilldraw 
all men unto me. S3. This he said; signifying 
what death he should die. 

Now, if all this be false, or even doubtful, 
what have we that we can repose confidence in, 
or depend upon ? For it is evidently impossible 
that Christ should ever Jiniah transgression, or 
make an end of ainsj if it be true, as the Par- 
tiallsts affirm, that vast numbers of unreclaimed 
transgressors, and the most flagitious sinners 
shall be eternally transgressing and sinning in 
hell 1 

But their best and indeed only plea is, that all 
these promises must be construed synechdocal- 
ly, and will be but partially fulfilled, so that^ 
when it is promised that the Messiah should 
Jinish transgression, and make an end of Hnsy it 
only signifies, that he will ^w«A the trangres- 
sions, and make an end of the sins of a feiio 
individuals ; that he will destroy the works of the 
devil in the elect only. And where it is said 
that Christ is iht firofiitiatiou for the sins of the 
whole ivorldy it only means the world of believers. 
Ally in their vocabulary, means some; and every 
S 
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man means a yZrv, or an indefinite number of 
men. ^ 

These people must surely esteem it a nlost 
invaluable privilege to have a precedent estab* 
lished by almost universal consent) Whereby 
(with the improper application of a few rhetori- 
cal figures and tropes) they can explain away 
the literal and grammatical sense of the plain- 
est texts and passages of scripture^ and con- 
strue them to support the most absurd tenets ; 
for their preconceived opinions are the standard 
to which the scriptures must comply. 

Uie unfiardonable sin. 

It is common for the Partialists, when their 
other resources fail to support their favourite 
(doctrine^ to grasp with avidity at this denuncia- 
jition as an irrefragable evidence to prove^ that 
ftome individuals will be eternally damned, be- 
cause it is asserted in Mark iii. 2^8; 29. Verilyy 
I say unto you, all sins 9hall be forgiven unto 
the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewithso- 
cver they shall blaspheme ; but he that ^hall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath never 
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damilSi- 
lion. And it is said in Matthew xii. 32. That 
whosoever speaketh a word against the son of 
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iniin^ it shall be forgiyen him; but whoso* 
ever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall 
not be forgiven him^ neither in this Avorld» 
neither in the world to come. AH this may be 
absolutely true^ and yet the blasphemer agunst 
the Holy Ghost escape eternal damnation ; for 
God has promised, by the mouth of the prophet 
Daniel) that the Messiah should Jtmah trannm 
greaaiofij and make an end of all kinds .of nn^ 
which is a sufficient exidence to prove, that even 
the sin against the Holy Ghost is not an infi-' 
nite evil ; as it is an impossibility in the nature 
of things, to bring any thing which is infinite^ 
to an end. 

If there were but one infinite sin in the uni» 
verse, it could neither be forgiven nor termina- 
ted ; and the only method by which transgress 
sion can hejlnishedf is to destroy or change the 
evil habits and propensities in every intelligent 
agent ; or, in other words, to destroy the works 
of the deviC which will be effectually acconu 
plished. Now if retributive punishment be ad- 
inissible in the divine government, there must 
certainly be in the scale of unerring justice^ 
an exact proportion established between the 
various crimes that may be committed, and the 
punishments to be inflicted for each particular 
transgression^ taking into consideration the op* 
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portunities of improvement} mental powers anS 
capaeities of the individuals who are to be 
judged ; for the statement given in the above 
texts prove^ incontestibljry that there are differ* 
ent degrees of criminality; because it is asserted 
that some crimes shall be forgiven> and this one 
in particular excepted, which shall no/, either 
in this world, nor in that which is to come...** 
The blasphemer may therefore receive a severe 
chastisement adequate to his crime, and after- 
wards be restored to the favour of his gracious 
Creator. 

And here we must observe, that these texls' 
are so far from establishing the- doctrine of eter- 
nal damnation, even in this particular case, that 
they militate against it in this and every other 
case. Mark says positively. That all sins shall 
be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphe- 
mies, wherewithsoever they shall blaspheme. 
And Matthew says, All manner of sin and blas- 
phemy shall be forgiven unto men : but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
forgiven unto men. 

If this be true that all sins and blasphemies 
shall be finally forgiven unto men, except the 
sin against the Holy Ghost, which shall not be 
forgiven in this worlds nor in the world to comei 
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does not the latter part of this text fairly imply 
that every other sin may h^ forgiven in the v)orld 
to come, that is, after this life ? For if every other 
sin was in the same predicament with this, that 
is, excluded from forgiveness in the world to 
come, wherein consists the propriety of giving 
this as an exception, or the only one that shall be 
precluded from forgiveness in a future state ? 
And as Matthew says positively, that all other 
sina and blaafihemiea shall be forgiven, it there- 
fore evidently follows, that if all sins are not for- 
given in this world, they must and will be for- 
given or done away in the world to come. Oth- 
erwise Daniel predicted a falsehood when he said 
that the Messiah would^ni«A transgression^ and 
make an end of sins. But if Daniel's words arQ ' 
true, when transgression is finished^ and siff ^ 
brought to an erud^ misery must also terminate! 
for the sting of death is sin ; and therefore dam- ^ 
nation will not be eternal. To inflict punish- • 
ment with any other view or design than refonr' 
mation^ is tyranny ; and to continue it after ev- 
ery good purpose has bee]> accomplished that 
could be effected by this means, would be the 
neplus ultra of revenge, and therefore both un- 
just and cruel. It is impossible that revenge 
should be an attribute of the Deity, for John 
asserts that God is love ; and it would surely be 
the extreme of blasphemy to affirm; that his at- 
S2 
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tributes are a compound of infinite love and be* 
neficence, and infinite revenge and cruelty ; for 
all his attributes are infinite. 

Whence come9 moral evil f 

To investigate this subject, and give a proper 
answer to the question, we must take, experi- 
ence for our guide, otherwise we may be led 
astray by the various opinions that have been 
promulgated on this important subject. Toe 
this purpose let us contemplate our species as 
they are sent into this world, entirely devoid of 
every kind and degree of knowledge, but gener« 
ally endued with mental powers and faculties 
susceptible of improvement by experience and 
proper tuition. We are also furnished with in- 
flate appetites and passions, which are implanted 
in our nature by the Deity, to answer the best 
purposes, when under the conduct of reason, by 
which their impulsive operations are restrained 
within due bounds, and directed to proper ob- 
jects. There are also proper objects destined 
to operate upon these appetites and passions, 
which may be denominated motives, or incen- 
tives to action ; or were we to be divested of these 
innate propensities, and the objects withdrawn 
that are destined to act upon and excite them, 
we should be as useless in the creation^ as a 



211 

ship without sailS) or wind to act upon thenr. 
But to fit the ship properly for a prosperous 
voyage, requires not only aaijs) and wind to im- 
pel them, but also a good compass to direct tlie 
course, and an helm in the hand of a skilful 
pilot to guide her. So must reason direct our 
course through life, to the harbour of permanent 
felicity; and experience, like a faithful pilot, 
steer his course by the pole-star of rectitude. 
When we are excited by these means to the 
performance of any laudable purpose, we are 
thereby urged to fulfil an incumbent duty ; but 
when the excitement tends to a breach of the 
moral law, it is generally denominated a temp- 
tation, and the perpetration criminal, as being 
calculated to produce disorder, confusion, and 
misery ; for, as God is a being who delights in 
orderj and the happiness of all his creatures, he 
has prohibited every action introductive to dis- 
order or unnecessary human misery. Under, 
these circumstances we are placed here at schoolf 
to gain an experimental knowledge of the nature^ 
tendencies, and consequences of moral go^, 
and of both moral and fikyncal evil; by which 
means they will at length be fully convinced, 
that without virtue it is impossible to be happy ; 
and that misery is the natural and necessary 
consequence of vice. And also that it is not in 
the power of mere humanity to keep the laws 
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of God perfectly) 'which will finally cause them 
to place their whole reliance upon the person 
chosen by God to keep and fulfil the law in our 
ste^id. 

But in pursuance of this scheme of probationi 
and gradual improvement in moral science, it is 
necessary that the hum^ai tviU should remsun 
perfectly Jree from the coercive influence of 
every superior power whatever ; otherwise we 
should not be moralj accountable agents^ but mere 
passive instruments in the hands of those be* 
ings who govern the xvilli and therefore as im- 
proper objects of either prsdse or blamC) as ma« 
chines of any other kind or construction ; and 
under these circumstances, to call one man vir- 
tuousi and another vicious, would be as ridicu- 
lous as to talk of a virtuous and vicious house* 
clock. 

But those good people who amuse themselves 
and others, conversing about the duties of mor- 
al, accountable agents, who have been divested 
many ages ago, of both the freedom of their will^ 
and all moral power of action, or whose ivill is 
entirely under the directi()n and controul of su- 
perior beings, ought to re-consider this subject 
candidly, by which means they may probably be 
.convinced) that both the Idea and language aere 
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aft absurdi as to talk of the freedom of a galljT- 
slave chained to an oar^ and expatiate on his 
30cial and civil duties. But although the Deity 
does not act coercively upon the will of any hu- 
man being, it is by his influence alone, that ra- 
tional conviction is conveyed to the understand-* 
ing. It was owing to the ignorance and inex- 
perience of mankind that moral evil was first' 
introduced into the world, being permitted by 
the Deity as the only means by which we could 
possibly gain an experimental knowledge of the 
nature, qualities, and different tendencies of 
moral good and evil. But as ignorance and in- 
experience introduced moral evil, so shall knoW" 
ledge finally banish it out of the creation, when ' 
all shall be taught of God, and shall all know 
him from the least of them even to the greatest 
of them, whom to know is life eternal. 

. But as a person can neither be denominated 
virtuous or" vicious, who, like the idiot, act with- 
out either design or intelligent motive, or who 
abstain from the perpetration of any particular 
"rice because they have no natural propensity to 
it, as is the case with eunuchs, who avoid fre- 
quenting houses of ill fame. It is therefore 
necessary, in this experimental institution, not 
only that the pupils should be furnished with 
appetites and passions to be acted upon, but 
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elso to have suitable incentives to excise them 
to action. But reason matured hj. experience 
and attentive observation, should determiney 
whether the impulse should be obeyed or not. 
If the action to which we are excited tends to a 
breach of the moral law^ or the introduction of 
discord) confusion, or needless misery, to obey 
the impulse would be criminal^whichi will surely 
produce ^uch a decree of remorse, as to produce 
contrition. But if the excitement urges to the 
performance of an action calculated to produce 
peace, order, or permanent happiness, to obey 
the impulse is virtuous ; but as a well, regulated' 
conduct depends upon the maturity of our judge* 
ment, and our judgement can only be matured 
by careful observation and experience, and by 
bringing every doubtful or controverted opinion 
to the only true theological standard, the inimu- 
table attributes of the Deity. But as this re* 
quires time and the exertion of talents, which 
very few individuals possess, a vast variety of 
very discordant theories in relijgion arose as an 
inevitable consequence, of ignorance ; and as 
these great evils were at first produced by igno- 
rance, which soon begat superstition, they are 
still supported and maintained by the prejudice 
of an early education, which is generally an in* 
vincible obstacle to candid investigation, and is 
almost invariably constituted the standard by 
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which ihescripturesare explained'by the differ- 
'ent d'enoiainations. 

This is incontrovertibly piroved by comparing 
the various discordant explanations given to the" 
same texts and passages of scripture by the best 
linguists of the different denominations ; so that 
unless a person will take the trouble of examin- 
ingfor hiienself, he may be led to conclude that the 
scriptures were not written to enlighten and in- 
form our understandings, but to puzzle and per- 
plex our judgements. At one time when it suits 
the purpose of the person with whom we are con- 
versing, we are told that the meaning of the sa- 
cred authors is so plain, that those who runi 
may read and understand the truths delivered. 
' But in the course of a few minutes our instruc- 
tor perceives that he cannot bring us to see and 
understand the subject in discussion, we are 
told, that the natural man cannot understand 
the truths that are delivered in the scriptures9 
because they are spiritually discerned; and 
therefore we must implicitly receive the expla- 
nations of our spiritual guides, who all profess 
to understand their spiritual meaning, which 
they explain to suit their various discordant 
tenets. If this be a proper explanation of the 
text, the scriptures have not been written to 
instruct and convert ignorant pub&cans and sin- 



216 

ners, who cannot understand their spiritual 
meaning ; nor can they know (unles they are in«* 
spired) to whom tliey should apply for the ex- 
planation of things which are unintelligible to 
them. 

What should we think of a physician^ who^ 
after having prescribed for his patient in some 
unknown^language^ would tell him^ in plain En- 
glish} that the medicine which I have prescribed 
you> can be of no possible service to you^ until 
you have first recovered perfect health ! 

Letter V. From Dr. Young's Contraat ; vfrit- 
ten to a rigid CalvinUt. 

When, in conversation with you, I affirmed 
that St. Paul was an Universalist, I promised to 
quote some of the most pointed texts by which 
he inculcates the doctrine in the most clear and 
positive terms. Rom. v. 18. " Therefore^as by 
the offence of onc^ judgement came upon atl 
men to condemnation : even so (i. e. in like maa- 
xier) by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of life." 
Rom. viii.32. "He that spared not his own 
son, but delivered him up for us ally how shall he 
not, with him also, freely give us all things?'* 
Rom. xi. 32. " for God hath concluded them ol 
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in unbeHefi that he might have mercy ufion all,** 
By the first of these texts it plainly appearSf 
that Adam was the representative oi all his fioa- 
terity^ or of human nature in general, other- 
wise judgement to condemnation could not, with 
even the colour of justice^ come upon all his 
posterity for his offence ; that Jesus Christ, by 
assuming the human nature, became as fully 
and completely the representative of c// man- 
Jdndy as Adam was, or had been ; and therefore, 
by his righteousness, ihe/reegift c^Ltntu/ionall 
men, unto justification of life. So ye see, that 
St. Paul considers Christ as the complete repre- 
sentative and Saviour of all mankind ; who, by 
his righteousness, had wrought out a complete 
salvation for the whole human race, unto the 
justification of life, which he bestows as a free 
gift ; and if God justifielh, who is he that con- 
demneth ? And further, to establish them in 
the belief of this glorious doctrine, he argues, 
that as God spared not his own Son, but deliver- 
ed him up for us all, he will, with him, also 
freely give us all things. And to convince 
them that Christ was not that partial Saviour, 
which many conceive him to be, who would sit 
down contentedly, and receive as many of the 
souls which he had redeemed, as the devil 
might be pleased to give him, he tells the Ro- 
mans, who were heathen Gentiles, « That God 
T 
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had concluded them allin taxbcUef ^xh^i he might 
have mercy vfum all.** 1 Cor. xv. 22. " For as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive." 2 Cor, v. 14.« For the love of Christ 
constraineth us, because we thus judge, that 
if one died for all^ then were all dead : and that 
he died/or a//, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him 
who died for them, and rose again.*' Rom^ 
xiv. 9. '< For to this end Christ both died and 
rose and revived, that he might be Lord of both 
the dead and living." If so, he must be Lord 
of all. Col. i. 15. St. Paul calls Christ "the 
invisible image of God, the first born of every 
creature." 16. "For by him were all things 
created that are in Heaven, and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones or dominions, or principalities or pow« 
ers, all things were created (di atuoj by himj 
and (eis autonj for himself." If, thevefore, 
Christ made all things for himself, he must de- 
viate greatly from his original intention, before 
he gives up any thing to the devil, especially 
the souls which he made for himself. 1 Tim. ii. 
1 . " I exhort, therefore, that first of all, suppli- 
cations, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men ;" 3. « For this it 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour.*' 4. « Who mil have all men to be 
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saved, and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth.*' 5. " For there is one God, and ont 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus." 6. " Who gave himself a ransom for 
a//| to be testified in due time." 

St. Paul exhorts Timothy, first of. all, to make 
supplications, Sec. for all men, as being accepta- 
ble to God our Saviour, who is a being of such 
universal benevolence, as to will that all men 
should be saved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth." And whatever the omnipotent Je- 
hovah wills to be done, he will certainlj accom* 
plish. But the Apostle, to shew that the salva- 
tion of allmenyfWA not only possible, but easily 
practicable, he observes^ that there is one God 
to be appeased, who is^a God of infinite good- 
ness and mercyi who wiUs that all men may 
be saved, and ope Mediator between this gra- 
cious God and men, to wit, the man ChrisI 
Jesus, who is the advocate and friend of m<in- 
kind universally,. as he has already given him- 
self a ransom, not for a few individuals, but for 
all mankind. And although this great and im- 
portant truth may not be generally known to 
the chief Priests and Pharisees of our day, it 
shall nevertheless be testified iu due time, to 
the honour of God, and the unspeakable conso- 
lation of every good being. ' 
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If, therefore) the supreme God is so bencvo* 
lent as to will that all mankind should htaaved^ 
and has sent his beloved Son on purpose, to be 
the Saviour of the worlds and Christ has, on his 
part, given himself a ransom for a//, therefore 
as all have been ransomed, all must and will be 
restored to their lawful sovereign. He who re- 
deems or ransoms captives, claims them as his 
own, and never leaves them in the possession 
of the enemy. 

Can there be any thing more incredible, than 
to suppose (with the Methodists) that after 
Christ had given his precious life a ransom foi; 
the whole wor/c/ of mankind, that he should never- 
theless, leave vast numbers of thede very being8» 
for whom he had shedhi^ precious blood, in the 
jfioasesaion of the devil eternally ? Christ is nei- 
ther a partial Saviour, nor a partial conqueror ; 
he will never submit to the devil, and permit him 
to retain in perpetual captivity, one human soul 
whom he made for himself ; fpr certainly he 
was not so complaisant, as to make any particu- 
lar number of souls on purpose for the devil ; 
and if the devil should retain in perpetual cap- 
tivity, even one soul whom Christ had made for 
himself, then would he be defeated, and his gra- 
cious design frustrated. And to affirm, that 
Christ has made souls which he neither wished 
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to be finally happy, nor ever intended to save 
from endless perdiiion, is blasphemy^ and the 
worst kind of infidelity. And I conceive it would 
be thought by every unprejudiced person, to be 
much less derogatory to the moral character of 
the Deity to suppose, that he abandoned the crea- 
tures which he had made, to the permanent do* 
minion of the devil, through a defect of wisdom 
and power to rescue them, than to affirm that 
he had a sufficient degree of wisdom and power 
to save them, but that it was more agreeable to 
his divine tuill that great numbers should be 
eternally, irrecoverably miserable. If we sup- 
pose him to be infinitely benevdenty but d^cient 
in wisdom and/^ow^r, this would be a great mis- 
fortune, which every good being would deplore, 
and would wish to assist him. But if, on the 
contrary, he is supposed to be infinitely wise 
and powerful, but so malevolent^ as to speak un- 
offending, inconscious matter into existence, in- 
fallibly knowing that the condition into which he 
brought it, was as much worse than that in which 
he found it, as a state of the most severe, eter- 
nal, never-ending punishment, is worse than a 
state of non-existence, is horrid beyond descrip- 
tion....but so it is. The Calvinists having deter- 
mined, that vast numbers of the human race 
must be eternally damned, rather than give up 
this darling tenet^ they blaspheme the moral 
t2 
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character of the Deity, by affirming, that he 
forces into existence millions of human beings 
morally incapable of doing any good, but replete 
with the strongest propensities to do eyil, which- 
can neither be eradicated, nor even restrained, 
by any thing which they can do. And in this 
condition are they supposed to be excluded from 
the benefits of Christ's death and sufferings, and 
left to sin and suffer a few years on earth, and 
then to be sentenced, by the Judge of the whole 
earth, to suffer the most exquisite torments in 
hell flames, as long as God himself exists ! when 
all this hiischief and misery might have been 
avoided, by omitting to create all such beings as 
Ihe Deity foreknew would be infinitely sinful and 
eternally miserable ; for nothing short ofinfi" 
nite guilt can render any being justly obnoxious 
to an infinite punishment : and this is evidently 
impossible. 1 John iv. 8. " He that lovethnot, 
knoweth not God, for God is love, la Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 14. And we have seen, and do teatifyy 
that the Fathel- sent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world." John iii. 17. " For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn the world,but 
that the worlds through him^ might be saved/' 
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In the above cited texts it appears, that God 
is the most benevolent of all beings, whose very . 
essence is love ; his benevolence inspired him 
-to create us ; that he so loved the world, as to 
send his dearly beloved Son to be a propitiation 
for our sins, and the Saviour of the world. It 
should therefbre be the business of our public 
teachers to exhibit the Deity in his real charac* 
ter, which consists of infinite krve and unbound* 
ed benevolence to all created human beings. He 
hates sin, because it has a natural and necessary 
tendency to create disorder, confusion, and mis* 
ery ; but he hates not the souls which he has 
made, as evidently appearsby his dying for them^ 
while they were yet in a state of rebellion against 
him, Rom. v. 6. Is it not base, ungrateful, and 
ungenerous, to traduce the character of so good 
a being, to answer any sinister purpose what* 
ever ? The general pretext for preaching what 
has been called the terrors of the Lord, is, that 
it has a tendency to restrain licentious practices. 
But what advantage can we rationally expect 
to gain, by expelling love s^nd gratitude^ and sub* 
stituting /ear and hatred in their stead ? For it 
is impossible that they can exist together^ 

We should love the Lord our God with aU our 
soul, heart, strength, and mind. But we are 
told in 1 Johniv. 18. that « There is no fear in 
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lore ; but perfect loVe casteth but /e<»*, because 
Jtar hath torment. He that feareth, is not made 
perfect in love«" If perfect love casteth out 
fear, it is as certain that the perfect fear and 
dread of a tyrant, must and will cast out loveg 
land occupy the human breast alone. It is im- 
possible for them to subsist in perfection tbg^e« 
ther ; like fire and frost, as one incrrasesy the 
other must decrease in exact proportion ; there^ 
fore the people should never be taught to be-* 
lieve, that God is as much glorified and pleased 
with the death and eternal damnation of a sin- 
ner, as in the salvation and eternal felicity of a 
saint ; as it is not in the power of imagination 
to paint a tyrant in more infernal colours. It 
is a character which no being, except the prince 
of devils, can possibly either love or imitate.... 
and there can be no doubt that the devil is 
highly pleased with those who endeavour tp per- 
suade their fellow-beings, that partiality, crueltjr^ 
and revenge, are the genuine attributes of the 
Deity ; because it is impossible, in the nature 
of things, that any benevolent, rational being, 
should serve a God possessing such- attributes 
through love, which is the only motive that can 
render our services acceptable to a God whose 
Tery essence is love. 
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With respect to the worship extorted, and 
rendered through a slavish fear, it can only de- 
base the mind and derange the understanding, 
but can never produce real piety, and therefore 
can never be acceptable to that God who re- 
quires us to love the Lord our God with all our. 
heart, soul, strength, and mind, and our neigh- 
bours as ourselves. 

We are also exhorted to love our enemies, 
apd forgive those that trespass against us. Now 
if God neither loved his enemies, nor ever for- 
gave all those that trespassed against him, but 
will torment millions of them in everlasting burn- 
ings as long 93 he exists, can it be possible Uiat 
he expected that we should be more merciful 
and benevolent than himself, or recommend to 
us a line of conduct more virtuous and godlike 
than that which he practised himself? But 
thanks be to God, the fetters of ignorance and 
superstition are wearing out very fast, and pre- 
judice, that bitter enemy to free enquiry and the 
investigation of truth, has lost much of its in- 
fluence over the minds of great numbers of very 
sensible people ; who begin to view the Deity 
as a being of strict, impartial justice, divine love, 
infinite goodness, benevolence, truth, and mer- 
cy I that has no pleasure in the death and eter- 
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nal damnation of a sinner, but w6uld rather that 
he should turn from the evil of his ways and live. 

If sin and its consequences be displeasing to 
a God of infinite goodness, wisdom, and power, 
is it not absurd to suppose, that he will permit 
them to remain in being to the endless ages of 
eternity ? Arc they of that indestructible nature, 
that infinite wisdom, aided by almighty power, 
cannot eradicate and destroy theni ? If he can 
destroy them, why should he permit them air- 
ways to remain in being, to dispkaee him eterw 
Dally? 

Are there some men whaare, by nature) in* 
convertible, that infinite wisdom and. pctweil 
«ire incapable of reforming ? Or dods the Deity 
doom any souls to eternal misery but such af 
he cannot reclaim I Or does he doom to eteinal 
misery any souls which he could but would not 
save? If any souls are supposed to be eternally 
miserable, I affirm, that they must belotirg to one 
of the abote classes, to wit> such as God could 
have wvedy but would not, or such as he would 
l^BYG saved, but could not. The first of these 
. p^positions demea God'S: infinite goodness, and 
tiierefore cannot be true. The second demei 
Ins infinite wisdom and power, which mtis^ be 
false, It is therefore false to say, that any of 



821 

the souls which God has created will he eter* 
flally and irrecoverably miserable; because 
Christ is both able and willing to save them all ; 
who tells us, Johnxii. 33. << And I, ifl be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.** 

^ Now as Christ has been lifted up from the 
earth, on the cross^and from thence to the hea- 
vens, I make no doubt that he will fulfil his 
promise^ even to those who believe that hell lies 
beyond the reach of almighty power ; he will 
convince them that the keys of hell and death 
are not useless in his hand ; he will break the 
gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sun- 
der^ Isaiah xlix. 25, " For thus saith the Lord> 
even the captives of the mighty shall be taken 
«way, and the prey of the terrible shall be de- 
livered.** 

I reihain, 

with the most sincere esteem^ 
your friend. 

I would now beg leave to state two very ira- 
-portant questions for serious and candid discusi^ 
Aion. Fir^j Whether we are now placed here 
-in a state of probation, as free, moral, accounts- 
blie agents ? Or 9ec<mdly, Are we placed here 
totally divested of a free will to choose, and 
^noral power of doing any thing pleasing or ac** 
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ceptable to God ; and to be passively governed 
by the will of superior beings, and actuated at 
their pleasure, to do either good or evil, as these 
superior beings are supposed alternately to gain 
possession of the human machine ? 

I presume there are but few subjects on the- 
ology that have presented so large a field for 
warm controversy, as that now stated for con- 
sideration ; and probably there has never been 
a subject upon which so much has been said to 
so little purpose. The proper method of inves- 
tigating this important subject, is to consider 
God as the only source and fountain of good- 
ness, wisdom, and power, and the impossibility 
of deriving the least portion of either from anjr 
other source in the universe. It is therefore 
evident, that man is accountable for his conduct 
only in exact proportion to the degrees of wis- 
dom, goodness, and power, the Deity may please 
to confer upon him ; and the use he makes of 
these talents, which he is to improve, and not 
bury in a napkin. The person who is born an 
idiot, and remains incapable, during life, to dis- 
tinguish in any degree between good and evil, 
is accountable to no being for his conduct ; be- 
cause he is not a moral agent, which condition 
requires knowledge to distinguish bettveen good 
and evil, a free will to choosei and a power, to 
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act agreeably to his choice. But all rational} 
human beings, are accountable for neglecting 
to improve the opportunities afforded to them 
of increasing their knowledge of the various du- 
ties which they owe both to God and their fel- 
low men ; for ignorance, which is the conse- 
quence of' sloth, is criminal, and will receive 
correction. 

But in every case in which God has withheld 
the capacity of discerning, or the power of act- 
ing agreeably to the free choice of the will, the 
being ceases to be responsible ; for it is self-evi- 
dent, that a being divested of any will of his 
own, and actuated by the will of any superior 
being, cannot be a moral, accountable agent, 
but is a mere machine. God only requires the 
improvement of the talents which he bestows, 
but does not expect perfect obedience fix)m im- 
perfect man. 

Those who assert the eternal absolute decrees 
of election and reprobation, are necessitated to 
deny the free will of man, and to maintain his 
moral incapacity to do any thing pleasing or ac- 
ceptable to God. They also affirm, that God 
has, for his own glory, determined by absolute, 
eternal decrees, whatsoever comes to pass in 
time. It is therefore evident (if the promises 
U 
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be granted) that the concKision must be, that 
free will and moral agency are condilions that 
are incompatible with these eternal decrees, by 
which every human action is unavoidably fixed 
and determined by God (who, according to this 
scheme) is in all cases the agent^ and man the 
passive instrument or machine in his hand ; in 
which circumstances, it is impossible that maA 
should be a morale accountable agent. But as 
this horrid doctrine constitutes God the author 
of sin ; if they acted consistently, they should 
in justice acquit the fiaaaive instrument which 
he employs, of every degree of criminality^ and 
not doom him to eternal torments, for not re- 
sisting the sovereign will and fiower of the Dei- 
ty ; for the action, whether good or bad, proper- 
ly belongs to the being who governs the vrilL 
But it is evident from the whole tenour of the 
'scriptures, that God never acts coercivcly upon 
the nvill of man ; he addresses all his precepts 
and instructions to their understanding, and 
leads them, by rational conviction, into a know- 
ledge of the truth ; he treats them in all res- 
pects as rational, voluntary agents, that may re- 
ceive and profit by instructions, which he is 
daily giving them, in various ways, which he has 
promised to continue until they all shall hiom 
the Lord from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them (whom to know is life eternal) for he 
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lias promised to forgive their iniquity y and re- 
member their sin no more, Jeremiah xxxi. 34* 
](saiah liv. 13. And all thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace 
9f thy children. John vi. 45. It is written in 
the prophets, and they shall all be taught of 
Cod, every man, therefore, that hath heardy 
;ind hath learned of the Father, cometh un'to 
me. John vi. 37. ^< And him that cometh to me, 
I will in no \yise cast out. 

I now ask every candid person who may pe- 
ruse this work, whether they conceive it to be 
probable, qr ^ven possible, that any person w^o 
|ias never had an opportunity of hearing; of th^ 
!^ath^r9 pr of being taught by him, can justlj: 
])e sentenced to eternaf misery, by the only be- 
ing who could have taught him the things per- 
taining to his eternal peace and happiness, an$| 
ivho had purposely omitted to do it ? But Go^ 
}ias promised in the above cited texts, that they 
shall all be taught of God from the least to the 
greatest ; and Christ has promised that thos^ 
:who are thus taught, shall come to him, an^ 
that he will in no wi$e cast them out. 

As my health appears to be declining so fast, 
as to render it very improbable that I shall be 
able to write much more^ I therefore most earji* 
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estl^r desire> that some candid, able Calvinisty 
would undertake to point out the nature and 
extent of the moral and evangelical duties, which 
human beings can justly and reasonably be ex- 
pected to perform, as moral, accountable agents, 
ivho have been deprived (without their own 
knowledge, or agency, and prior to their exist- 
ence) of a free will to choose, and all moral in- 
clination and ability to do any thing tvell pleas- 
ing or a^cceptable to God, or conducive to their 
own eternal salvation, and totully excluded from 
receiving any efficacious assistance from the 
holy spirit ; and also to point out the legal, 
or justifiable principle by which the guilt of 
Adam's transgression is imfiuted to those, who 
are supposed to be precluded from the benefits 
resulting to others, from the sufferings, death, 
and perfect righteousness of Christ; and to pun- 
ish them eternally for not working out their own 
salvation by the deeds of the law, or not com- 
plying, perfectly, with the terms of the gospel, 
which the Calvinists themselves acknowledge 
to be impossible, as they were never furnished 
with ability, either to fulfil the law perfectly, or 
to comply with the terms of the gospel, without 
the efficacious assistance of the Father of «// man- 
kind, which, in the present case, is supposed to 
be withheld. I know the common subterfuge 
in this case has been, to recur to the eternal de- 
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cr^es of election and reprobation ; but as tbi^ it 
evidently attempting to prove the propriety of 
one act oi injustice and cruelty^ by another ten 
limes worse ; sensible people in general^ have 
relinquished this plea^ and have recourse to the 
representative plan oi/irodationy and argue stren- 
uously , th^t because the person acted amiss» 
^hirh the Deity appointed to be their represen* 
tatiye> it was perfectly yz^sr to exclude them from 
receiving apy benefit from the coveni^nt of 
grace^ and leave them under the covenant of 
vvrorks, which th/ey must obey perfectly^ or die 
etermllyy aUhough they know and acknowledge^ 
that the scriptures positively declare, that by 
the deeds of the law no flesh shall be justified. 

]PaoposiTioN.....Gorf w not tlie author qf moral evil. 

Although I was brougjbit up in a region where 
Calvinism reigned triumphantly, and was use,d» 
from infancy, to read in my Catechism, that 
the decrees of God are his eternal purpose, ac- 
cording to the council of liis own will, whereby 
for his.own glory he hath fore-ordained whatso- 
ever coiues to pass, my you;)g mind repelled 
and spurned the horrid ipsfi^iiat^on, that God 
was the real author .of all the::1t|rocious crimes, 
that should ever be perpet;i'i(t<;d,.\which very 
crimes he had prohibited ' itir*hh .)^fSc.epts and. 
u 2 



234 

commands. I have always opposed this absurd 
doctrine in the various forms in which it has ap« 
peared) both in its dogmatical and philosophic 
cal garb. And lately upon reading Mr. Hunt* 
ington's book) entitled Calvinism Improved^ I 
have been induced to state this interesting sub- 
ject in a mode susceptible of rational discussion^ 
and cheerfully submit my reasoning upon it to 
the attentive consideration of all candid investi- 
gators of controverted opinions in the important 
science of theology. And as the means of di« 
tecting the mind to the first principles of tbq 
subjects I have proposed the following questions^ 
viz. 

1. Is there not an eternal) essential, immuta- 
ble difference between right and wrong, virtue 
and vice, and moral good and evil, which does 
not depend upon the arbitraiy will and pleasure 
of any being in existence I 

2. Is not the moral law the law of nature, and 
of nature's God, being perfectly congenial with 
his divine attributes, and founded upon the eter^ 
nal principles of rectitude, agreeably to the reat 
son, nature, relations, and fitness of things, in 
all possible circumstances { 
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3. If this be granted^ is it not evident, that 
this law is eternal with respect to its duration) 
immutable in its nature, and of universal obliga* 
tion upon every intelligent being in existence) 
in exact proportion to their natural capacities 
and means of improvement, to enable them to 
distinguish its precepts, and powers to fulfil it« 
injunctions? If this be the case, 

4. Can it be possible that God has laid man- 
kind under an absolute, unavoidable necessity of 
transgressing the moral law, either by etemalf 
immutable decrees, or by constituting a certain 
concatenation of causes, to act as motrvea upon 
the human mind, with sufficient energy to de*> 
termine the wiH to violate his commands ? 

5. Is it not an indispensable condition requi« 
site to render an human being amenable to this 
most perfect of all laws, and to constitute him a 
moral, accountable agent, justly obnoxious to its 
penalties, that his mind and will should remain 
entirely free from the coercive influence of the 
dec^eesy or predeterminations of every superiof 
being who would tempt him to sin ? 

The Deity is continually sending vast num^ 
bers of human beings into existence, in the niost 
profound state of ignorance and imbecility | 
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but generally with powers and faculties of nund 
capable of various degrees of iinprovementi 
yrhere the proper means of tuition are afforded ^ 
whose conduct and actions become cognizable 
by this perfect law^ as soon as they become ca- 
pable of distinguishing between moral good and 
evil ; provided their wills remain entirely free 
from the controling influence .of every superior 
agent capable of determining their choice. 

As I cannot conceive a mpresejyf-ftvident truth; 
^han that the being who governs the will| is the 
feal author of the action^ whether it be good or 
bad \ and that the passive i^^struipent is m>t 9 
proper subject of either prsd&e or blame* It 
has been alledg^ed by those ^irhp believe God to 
be the real author and efficient cause of all mo- 
ral evil| ^< That all power 19 of Gods and that 
^he sinner could not transgress if God had not 
furnished him with power for the purpose".... 
To which I answer, that although God has given 
to maQ very cpnsideraWe powers of both body 
and mind, it does npt appear even prohaWe that 
he ever willed or decreed that they should era- 
ploy these powers in violating his positive com- 
mands. Neither does it prove that the exercise 
.and determinations of every human will are, at 
all timeS) and in all ca&es, direUed and govern- 
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cd by the will of God ; for his will is certainly 
not so perverse as to dictate a breach of his po- 
sitive commands. 

If the Deity has, either by an eternal, immu- 
table decree, or by arranging a certain concate- 
nation of causes, to act as motives on the minds 
of all subordinate, intelligent beings, with suffi- 
cient power to influence their wills to deter- 
mine, and in consequence to act exactly as they 
do, and not otherwise, it evidently follows, that 
there is but one will .in the universe ; and, prop- 
erly speaking, but one agency, which is carried 
on in the unlimited regions of space, by various 
subordinate, passive instruments ; and that the 
Deity is in reality the efficient cause, and solei 
author of all the atrocious crimes, and abomin- 
ably filthy actions that were perpetrated in So- 
dom ; and then to show his great displeasure at 
what he had caused them to do, he consumed 
both them and their cities with fire from Heai* 
yen ! 

This wretched, bungling hypothesis, reprc^ 
sents the Deity to be the most deceptive, incon^ 
sistent being in the universe ; he having (as 
they assert) in the first place decreed, or by 
some other means equally certain, rendered 
every immoral or criminal action that every 
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individual should ever commit, unavoidable; 
and afterwards prohibited these very same ac- 
tions by positive commands, under the most se- 
vere penalties. For example, the same God 
who had previously decreed, or otherwise ren- 
dered every murder that ever has, or ever will 
come to pass, inevitable, has also declared in 
his moral commands, thou shalt not kill ! By 
this scheme, the Deity is supposed to have (wq 
vills, in diametrical opposition to each other. 
The first his eternal, secret, decretive will, 
which is the real foundation i^nd eSicient cau$<^ 
of all the moral evil that ever has, or ever shall 
come to pass 1 And the sepond, his declarative 
Willi revealed in his precepts and commands, 
in which all mor^ eyil i^ forbiddeOi under seyerQ 
penalties. 

Such an order of things would involve human 
beings in this most wretched dilenuna, that in 
every possible case, they must act contrary to 
the will of God; for if they obey his commitndS} 
they must act contrary to his eternal purpose 
and decrees ; and if they act conformably to 
his decrees (which they cannot avoid) they must 
violate his positive commands. 

But there are many who do not believe that 
God CYGT decreed iho ficr^fietrafion of moral cvili 
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who contend, that his absolute fore-knowledge 
of all future events, renders every human actioa 
as inevitable as if they had all been decreed. 
Allowing this to be true, yet every discerning 
mind will readily perceive the immense moral 
diiference (as it respects the conduct and char- 
acter of the Deity) between his having conati" 
tuted man a/ref, moral, accountable agent, al- 
though he foreknew that he would make an im- 
proper use of it, by which means sin would bo 
introduced into the moral system, and his hav- 
ing decreed the perpetration of every filthy, de- 
testable> immoral action. 

The first position represents the Deity as the 
merciful, all-seeing guardian and averter of the 
physical evils, which are the natural and neces- 
sary consequence resulting from the perpetra- 
tion of moral evil. And the second, represents 
him as the real author, and efficient cause of all 
moral evil. Although the Deity tiermitted the 
free agency of Joseph's brethren, and foresaw 
the improper use they would make of it, this did 
not render him either a principal or an accom- 
plice in this criminal transaction. But he by a 
merciful arrangement of subsequent events, 
planed matters so graciously, as to pix>duce im- 
mense good out of circumstances apparently in- 
capable of producing any thing, but moral and 
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physical evil. This has ever beeni now is, and 
forever will be, the merciful conduct of the De- 
ity, until he has restored all his erring creatures 
to that state of permanent happiness, for which 
he created them. 

When the prodigal grew impatient of res- 
traint, under the economy of his father's house, 
and wished for greater liberty to exercise the 
freedom of his own wf^, his father was perfectly 
justifiable in permitting him to make the exper- 
iment, although he foreknew what his son's con- 
duct would be, and the consequences that would 
result from it ; when he obtained the license 
for which he petitioned, and his share of the 
goods, he departed into a far country, where, 
by his criminal practices and extravagance, he 
soon squandered the property his indulgent par- 
ent had given him, and as the natural and ne- 
cessary consequence of the moral evil of which 
he had been guilty, he suffered the physical 
evils of hunger, nakedness, and bitter despond- 
ency, being reduced to the sordid condition of 
a swine-herd. Th^se complicated sufferings 
produced in his mind a perfect conviction of, 
and sincere repentance for, his criminal folly ; 
which induced him to return to his indulgent fa- 
ther, much better qualified to enjoy felicity than 
before experience had taught him how to con- 
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trast good with evil, and judge of their imintns« 
difference* 

The late Rev. Mr. Huntington has, in the 
8 1 8th page of his book, entitled Calvinism Im- 
proved, fairly classed himself with those who 
conceive they do God great honour by repre» 
renting him to be an arbitrary, despotic sov^ 
ereign, who acknowledges no law, or rule, but 
the dictates of his own uiU, The following are 
his sentiments : << With respect to God most 
high, his eternal, fixed will^xid choice^ wvls never 
yet frustrated in any single instance, and never 
will be. This by no means excuses sin on our 
part ; the mere nature of it is infinite guilt in 
us, in the first instance ; yet it is certain that 
every thing, every event, in the natural and 
moral system, does take place just exactly as 
God chose and fixed in his immutable plan, be* 
fcre any creature had existence i** that is to 
say, God, as an arbitrary sovereign, has fixed 
every thing, every possible event, by absolute^ 
immutable decrees, both in the natural and 
tnoral system, just exactly as he chose to have 
it in his immutable plan ; and he then asserts^ 
that this will and choice cannot be frustrated ; and 
although it is impossible for mortals to resist 
his will, or to act otherwise than he has decreed 
they should, yet he asserts, << that this by no 
w 
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means excuses ^vbat he calls sin on our part, 
the mere nature of it (he says) is infinite guilt 
in us.'* That is, in plain English, although 
God has willed and decreed every filthy, detesta- 
bly sinful action which ever hasbeen,or that ever 
shall be perpetrated ; and although it is impos- 
sible for us to resist his will, or to avoid dotng, 
in all respects, exactly as he had willed and de- 
creed we should do ; yet he assert^, we are in- 
finitely criminal for executing the will of our 
Creator. Among the horrid crimes that are sup- 
posed t6 be rendered unavoidable by man (by 
this eternal, immutable plan) we may reckon 
rap>es, robberies, murders, incest, and all the fil- 
thy, abominable crimes of the SodomiteSf 
which we all know God has prohibited by his 
positive commands, under the most severe pen- 
alties. But if this has been the conduct of the 
Deity, it is evident that he is not governed by 
finy rational or moral principle ; he being, by 
this blasphemous hypothesis, the real author, 
prohibitor and punishcr of all the moral evil 
which he has rendered unavoidable by man. 
Such conduct has frequently been ascribed to 
the devil. The Clergy tell us,thathe first tempts 
people to sin, and then punishes them severely 
for it ! But if there is not a real, intrinsic, essen- 
tial, immutable difference between right and 
wrong) virtue and vice) or Qioral good and evil 
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in the eternal reason and nature of things, and 
that all these most important concerns depend 
upon the arbitrary will of a bjcing who has pur- 
posely rendered all kinds of moral evil unavoid- 
able by man, and afterwards prohibited these 
very same actions by positive commands. How, 
then, are nations to regulate their moral con- 
duct, who have no written law supposed to be 
of divine origin ? Or by what rule are people 
to judge which of the various pretended revela- 
tions which have been offered to them, contains 
the will of God ? 

Let us suppose for an example, that a Chris- 
tian should undertake to proselyte a Mahometan, 
and advise him to read our scriptures, assuring 
him that they contained the revealed will of 
God. The Mahometan asks him by what means 
he became positively assured that these scrip- 
tures contained the revealed will of the Deity I 

Christian. The sacred truths contained in 
these volumes, were all confirmed by miracles. 

Mahometan, So, also, were those contained ia 
ours* 

ChriB, But our scriptures have one incontesta- 
ble evidence of their celestial origin) which ia 
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teaming in yoursy viz. the moral precepts and 
commands in our scriptures are all founded upon 
the eternal) immutable principles of rectitude^ 
agreeably to the reason, nature, relations^ and 
fitness of things iiiall circumstances. 

Mahom, How can we believe this character of 
your scriptures to be genuine, when it is known 
and acknowledged, that many of your most em* 
inent Divines assert, that your scriptures te^cfa 
that God by eternal, immutable decrees, or bf 
some other means as unavoidable, has rendered 
every crime that ever has, or ever shall be per- 
petrated, inevitable by man, and afterwards pro- 
hibited these very actions by positive commands. 
How can any rational being believe that Giod 
has acted so inconsistently I 

But if we should even grant that all the dif-« 
ference between moral g^d and evil depended 
upon the arbitrary will of Alia, yet it is impos- 
sibly that his win should constitute the same ac- 
tion both good and bad, or right and wrong at 
the same time, and exactly under similar cir- 
cumstances, 

I believe almost all nations have ascribed the 
oiigin and progress of moral evil to the madii- 
natiolM of the devil ; but if it be true^ as your 
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Mr. H. affirms, " that every things every event 
in the natural and moral system, does take place 
just exactly as God chose and fixed in his im- 
mutable plan before any creature had existence, 
it evidently follows, that the devil stands fairly 
acquitted^ and thslt instead of being traduced and 
execrated, as the author of all moral evil, he 
should be pitied as an innocent fellow-sufferer, 
who has been punished most severely for exe- 
cuting the plan of an omnipotent being, whose 
will he could not possibly resist ! If the Deity 
wills and plans all the moral evil in the universe, 
and men and devils execute it.agreeadi^ to his 
will, why should they bje blamed or punched I 

Least it should be thought that I have mis* 
taken and misrepresented Mr. Huntington'a 
sentiments, I wish the candid reader to peruse 
his book, particularly the 218, 219, 248, and 
249th pages, where they will find his sentiments, 
that have been already quoted, and compare 
them with the following, to wit, " Had there 
been an eternal, supreme being, creator and ab* 
solute proprietor of all things, as Jehovah is^ 
who, in his moral disposition, his moral nature 
hiSid been just the reverse from what he really^ 
is. Horrible supposition ! but lawful in the 
view I make of it. Had he created innumera-^' 
Ue m^yriads of rational creatures more than eves* 
W2 
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yet bad existence^ and made them all consum- 
mately sinful and miserable ; and had we our 
jdace in that woeful scale of beings doomed to 
lendless sin and sorrow^ and pain unutterablei 
even on this supposition we could have no claim 
of justice on our Maker, as we have upon our 
fellow-creatures who injure us : they take hold 

• of property not their own, but ours, in oppoaitioa 
to their cledm. Not so is it with regard to the 
supreme fountain of all being, who is Crefitor 
and absolute proprietor of all things, includii^ 
all the feelings and all the sufferings of his crea* 
tures, their very pains, and all their affections 
are his property, for their whole being is so. In 
such an awful, lamentable case as the above sup- 

^sed, we could never accuse our Maker of in* 
justice with any kind of propriety. All we 
could say would be, to howl in doleful accents 
to all eternity, the Supreme reigneth, let all 
creatures mourn ; let the multitude of beings la* 
:ment and bewail I Woe, woe, woe I to misera- 
ble creatures, that such is the nature and dispo* 
sition of him that ruleth over all." 

I presume there never has been a more boH 
unequivocal attempt made, with a design to prove 
that there is no real, essential, immutable differ- 
ence between right and wronjg, moral good and 
evil) and justice and injustice^ in the eternal v^ 
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ion and nature of things ; and that all these are 
£uiciful) nominal distiiictionsi which have no 
foundation in the nature of things, but do in re- 
ality depend upon the arbitrary mil of any being 
who has power to create other beings. Even 
Ihe devil himself, if possessed of power to proi- 
duce rational beings, endued with the most ex* 
quisite degree of sensibility, he (the devil) would 
have the most perfect right, founded upon arbi- 
trary power, to render them consummately sin- 
ful and eternally miserable ; and although they 
might suffer the most exquisite torments, and 
howl and lament eternally, they could have ino 
Just or well grounded right to c^m/tlaiuy because 
it was the vnll of the supreme despot who creat- 
ed them, that it should be so. But why i << Be- 
cause he was their Creator, and absolute propri- 
etor of all things, including their feelings and 
sufferings, their very pains, and all their affec- 
tions are his property, for their whole being 1$ 
BO." This sounds, in my ears, like the logic of 
a West In^a Planter, with respect to his cruelty 
to his negroes ! 

Bishop Tillotson when discussing this in^r- 
tant subject, observes, << That no being, by .con- 
ferring a wutUfirvour^ can thereby acquire a righi 
to inflict a greater injury^** And I am persuad- 
ed) that every sensible person ^lust aUow> thai 
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simple existence^ without enjoyment, either in 
possession, or in prospect, is no very great bles- 
sing. 

But Mr. H. in order to fix arbitrary wiU and 
•despotic power upon the most exalted basis, has 
stated a case from which every idea of enjoy- 
ment is excluded, and the susceptibility, and ac- 
tual cnduranceof every evil,both moral and phy- 
sical, are comprised ; and boldly asserts, that 
rational beings, thus circumstanced, would not 
have any just cause to camplain y because they 
were the entire property of the being who cre- 
ated them I Thus, according to his scheme^ 
fiotver sanctifies willy and willy thus supfiortcdy 
sanctifies the most villainous conduct, and every 
base, flagitious, immoral action. 

This, my friends, is Calvinism improved, or 
perhaps, more correctly, the language of a Cal- 
vinist, who had boldness and candour enough 
to declare his sentiments in plain^ explicit lan- 
guage. 

Although the Calvinists explicitly declare, tliat 
God from all eternity had willed and decreed 
every possible ervent that should ever come to 
pass, which must include both moral and physi- 
cal evU, yet they alledgC) that he has doae this. 
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in such an ingenious way^ as to avoid being re« 
puted the real author and efficient cause of all 
moral evil. This is perfectly effected by the ex- 
quisite machinery o{ secret causes which act up* 
on the human* m/m/ as motives f vrith sufficient 
energy to determine the vnll to act in allcasesi 
and under all circumstances exactly as they dO| 
^ and not otherwise ; so that they appear both to 
themselves and others^ to act with perfect free- 
dom in all they do* 

Mr. Huntington assertSfthat the criminality of 
mankind (which he believes to be infinite) does 
not consist in their having acted contrary to the 
eternal Wf// and plan of the Deity (for this he 
affirms to be impossible) but in the evil disposi- 
tion of their vfill to do so. <^ This very thing 
(says he) is your guilt, and there can be no guilt} 
no blame-worthiness in the universe in any thing 
else ; but in the evUvnll and dispo^tion^ and its 
nature and operations.'' 

How astonishing it vh to hear men declaiming 
against the evU disposition of the human vnUf 
who declare openly, that men have no free wiU 
of their own, but are actuated and governed in 
all they do, either by the influence of e/ema/>«^- 
tret decrees^ or the more immediate iitfluence of 
a certain train or wncatenation of causesy which 
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act with irresistible power upon the mind^ to de- 
termine the will to act in all respects exactly as 
they do ; and renders it impossible for them to 
act otherwise. With as much reason and pro- 
priety, might they not declaim against the evil 
will and disposition of a chiming-clocky because 
it played some discordant notes. This last 
scheme (if I mistake not) is the basis of the 
doctrine denominated philosophical necessity ; 
on which I would just observe^ that an ingeni- 
ous device} as nearly similar to this astonishing 
invention as material machinery can resemble 
that of the mind, is practised by every expert 
puppet-show man, who conceals his wires so art- 
fully, that the ignorant spectators conceive that 
the puppets are actuated^ in all their various 
motions^ by their own intrinsic^ locomotive 
powers. 

This subject has been drawn to a considera- 
ble length, in demonstrating propositions that 
were self-evident in the reason and nature of 
things ; and although I am sensible it is charg- 
able with tautology already, I must beg leave to 
repeat the substancq of the whole^ in a few words. 

If all the futui^ conduct and actions of men 
have been fixed.'imd determined by the sover- 
eign will and eternal decree of God| it evidently 
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follows, that he is the sole author and efficient 
cause of all moral evil ! For whatever the su- 
perior, extrinsic cause may be, which necessa- 
rily constrains any person to act and behave ex- 
actly as they do, and renders it impossible for 
them to act otherwise, destroys their free agen- 
j^y, and thereby acquits them of every degree of 
responsibility, for every part of their conduct 
and actions in life ; and under these circum- 
stances, to talk 4[>f a virtuous man, in contradis- 
tinction to a vicious man, would be as absurd ai| 
to talk of a virtuous and vicious^ house-clock, or 
machines of any other kind. The whole scope 
of the 5cupt«iveft declare^ that men are moral} 
accountable agents, and tbc Deity has always 
treated them as such, and dealt with them ac- 
cordingly, by giving them moral laws for their 
instruction, with the promise of rewards for 
obedience, and chastisements threatened for 
disobedience* 

Would not a man be deemed a fool of the 
first quality, who owned a clock, and having oc* 
casion to go abroad, and be absent for some 
months, who would write, and leave a set of di- 
rections for it, in the following style : I com- 
mand you, that during my absence, you will 
strike the hours regularly and distinctly ; and 
^at any time you find you are going too fast, 
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screw down the knob of the pendulum by de* 
grees) until you regulate your going perfectly ; 
and take especial carenever to suffer the weights 
to run down, for, by this means, you would lose 
time, and not know where to begin again. If 
sueh conduct would be preposterous in an hu- 
man being, I ask, is it possible that any unpre* 
judiced person can believe, that a being who 
charges his angels with possible folly^ flthould 
^ct so inconsistently himself, as to give aregu* 
lar code of laws to a set of animated machmeB 
who have no wU of their own, but, like the hone 
in a mill, are obliged to move from infancy to 
their dissolution, in a certain track that. was 
marked out for them, and registered in the vd* 
nme o£ etemaly immutable -decrecBy from which 
they cannot deviate one inch, were it to save or " 
prevent the universe from destruction I 

Vrotositiov, ...God has planed *and does execute 
every thing in the best manner fiosaible. 

; For, being infinitely wwf, he must, in every 
possible case, perceive whatever is best. Being 
idso infinitely good^ he must of free choice wish 
to do the best^ And being omnipotent, no com- 
bination of finite powers can prevent him fron;^ 
4oing that which is best. • . • 
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When I have expressed this seniiment, which 
I have frequently done, I have been asked, why, 
then, has he permitted the introduction of moral 
evil ? Surely this cannot be for the best. To 
"which I have replied, that moral evil has crept 
into the system, as an unavoidable consequence 
resulting from the best* possible plan. For my ■ 
own part, I can conceive of but three possible 
methods to haye prevented its introduction ; 
the first, a negative project, id eat^ to omit cre- 
ating beings altogether. Secondly, to create 
only such beings as were perfect in knowledge, 
completely and immutably holy, and furnished 
witlyindeviatHi^ iDclinations, and the most am- 
ple powers to fulfil every duty to God, and to 
all created beings. Or, thirdly, to create only 
a set of animated, passive machines, destitute of 
any intrinsic power or faculty of the mind, and 
devpid of every appetite and passion, which hu- 
man beings now possess ; and then to be entirely 
actuated and governed by the immediate opera- 
tionDfthe spirit ofGod, in every case whatever. 

Whether the second method proposed to pre- 
clude the introduction of moral evil is possibly 
practicable in the nature of things, or not, I 
leave others to determine* fiut I am perfectly 
convinced, that neither of these three modes 
would have been the beat. In the first case, 
X 



the Deity would be placed la a rituation similar 
to a most gIorioii8| briltiaiit sun, stationed in 
empty space, wasting his rays to no useful pur- 
pose, in like manner^ the innumerable blessings 
which are treasured up in God, as in an inex- 
haustible fountain, and which he delights to dif- 
fuse, would be entire!y%[sele8s« 

With respect to the second case, if we rea- 
son from what we know, which is our only sure 
guide, we will be most likely to concludei that if 
an human being is not born with a perfect 
knowledge of every thing, both natural and 
moral, they must be contented to gain i^jmi- 
gressively, and that frequently by very slow de- 
grees, and often very imperfectly. How greatly 
would we be surprized to hear a new-born in- 
£int call for warm water to wash it, and a soft 
napkin to dry it, and tell the attendants what 
kind of dress it preferred ; and after it was 
dothed, it should beg^n and expatiate upon its 
relative duties to God as its Creator, and to his 
fellow-beings. Supposing this to be a new or- 
der of things, and that from that jvery hour ev- 
ery person should be inspired vrith the same 
degrees of every useful knowledge ; whenevfi^ 
the surprize occasioned by the novelty of the in- 
fant's conduct should subside, all the jdea^^ures 
of social converse would be forever lost ; for ev* 
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•fj person possessing the same kind and degree 
of knowledge^ would have nothing to leani) nor 
any thing new to communicate ; so that when 
a company met} they might sit down as sociably 
as so many house-clocks^ and click the seconds 
ID unison together. But to compensate, in some 
degree, for this disadvantage, we should gain 
aomething in another way. We might make 
fuel of the contents of all the Bookstores and 
fibraries» as the Turks did with the Alexandrian 
Ubraryi for books would be entirely useless } 
¥eudes9 we should have no occasion for school* 
masters and reverend divines, they also would 
be vseless, because they couklnot teach us any 
thing which we did not know,. 

With respect to the third class, consisting of 
animated autcmiatons, they would be as happy 
as apathy and indolence could make them, hav* 
ing neither appetites nor passions of any kind to 
gratify, nor any occasion to think or reflect, as 
every thought, word, and action, would be pro- 
duced by a superior power acting within them ; 
they would Dot need to puzzle their brains to 
d»cover the most eligible mode of regulating 
their future conduct, as they could not even 
l^ess this moment what they might be impel* 
Idl to do the next* 
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HaTing stated three different projects for. the- 
exclusion of moral evil, whichi for good reasons, 
the Deity has not adopted, as neither of them 
would have been the best possible, I shall now 
proceed to state the plan which he has adopted, 
and endeavour to prove it to be the be^t potsible. 

God has constituted every intelligent being 
whom he has created^ a moral, accountable agent, 
and placed him in a state of probation, which 
condition as necessarily implies the possibility 
that the probationer may transgress the moral 
law, as it includes a stipulation, that he should 
be furnished with a degree of knowledge loana- 
ble him to distinguish between moral good and 
evil : a free will, unbiassed by superior influ- 
ence, to choose or refuse, and powers to act 
agreeably to his choice. Without including all 
these conditions, it could not be a fair trial or 
slate of probation. It is certain that the devil, 
prior to his fall, was a free, moral, accountable 
agent, placed in a state of probation ; but as he 
was neither infinitely wise, nor perfectly holy, 
he deviated from the paths of rectitude, and fell; 
and as he had enjoyed greater means of' im,- 
provement, and acied in a more exalted sphere 
than any merely human being has ever douQ) 
he became much more crimiuiU^ 
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When the omniscient and infinitely beneTO* 
lent Jehovah contemplated the creation of the 
human speciesj he poititively knew the absolute 
impossibility of furnishing careated beings with 
innate or intuitive knowledge sufiBcient to ena- 
ble them to comprehendi and sanctity enough 
to engage them at all timesi and under all cif— 
cumstancesy punctually to obey, and perfectlf 
to fulfil all the duties prescribed by the precepts 
of the moral law. He knew that knowledge 
could only be acquired by created beings by de-^ 
greesy by careful tuition, attentive observatioOf 
accurate reasoning from well established, first 
principles, aided by long experience. He there- 
fore created Adam and Eve as the progenitors 
of the human race, in a state of puberty, with a 
degree of knowledge exceeding that of infancy, 
but yet' so limited for want of observation and 
experience, that the Deity did not mean to puz- 
zle them with the observance of any of the intri- 
cate precepts of the moral law, but simply pro- 
hibited them from eating the fruit of one parti- 
cular tree. . On this single, simple condition, he 
constituted Adam the federal head and repre- 
sentative of all his posterity*. B^t as God knew 
that the precepts of the moral law could not, nor 
should not be vic^tedwith impunity, and also- 
that Adam being totally incapable of distinguish- 
ing between moral good and ^Yil> would transn 
X2. 
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gresS) by which moral evil would be introduced 
into the ethical systenii for which Adam could 
not make any amends^ he had previously pro- 
Tided for us another and more complete head 
and representative! perfectly competent to make 
ample satisfaction for the violation of the moral 
law, and fulfil it compleatly in our behalf ; which 
he has done for the whole human race, and has 
also averted the curse of the law from every in- 
dividual child of Adam. But this should not, 
nor does not free us from the observance of the 
moral law, not as the means of justification or 
acceptance with God^ but as the rule of our con- 
duct in life ; for the best among the sons of men 
are daily violating its sacred precepts, through 
inattention and ignorance: for, notwithstand^ 
ing all the opportunities of improving our knowl- 
edge, which, for many ages, we have enjoyed 
by tuition, observation, and experience, we ap- 
pear to be as ignorant, in many respects, as om* 
ancestors were two thousand years ago ; but 
more particularly with reference to the designs 
of the Deity respecting the final condition of the 
human species ; some believing and teaching, 
that God created the hitman race with the be- 
nevolent design to bring them c//, finally, into 
a permanent state of felicity. Other.s believe 
and teach| that he has purposely rendered the 
whole human race sinful^ to shew )iow luuph 
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good he could produce out of the evil which he 
had occasioned) and how dexterously he could 
extricate them out of all the difficulties into 
which he had brought them. And a third class> 
which are very numerous, believe and teachy 
that God has created many millions of human 
beings and rendered them infinitely sinful, to 
vindicate the apparent y'M^rice of rendering them 
eternally miserable ; and contend, that the be* 
ings treated in this unjust, cruel, barbarous 
manner, would have no just cause to complain^ 
because they were the sole, entire property of 
the being who created them ! From the doc- 
trines which inculcate such horrible opinions of 
the adorable Jehovah, good Lord deliver u»« 
Amen. 



THE END. 



if. 
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and a great va^^ety nf Toy Books, 

Ledgers, Journals, Day Books ; Invoice, Letter, 
Receipt and Memorandum Books, of various 
shapes and sizes. 

Pot, Post, and Foolscap Writing Papers, of dif« 
ferent qualities. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

^aify^RofglVind Super Royal Printiog Paper. 
;• uc «sid UiipwD Wrapping Paper^ of Tariout 

Bonnet Papers and Playing Cards, by the gross 

or dozen* 
Japan-Ink, Ink Powder, Quills, Sealing Wax, 

Wafers, &c. 
With a good assortment of Morocco and Black 

Leather Pocket-Books, Memorandum Books^ 

Purses, Pencils, &c. 



»■.... 
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